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TO THE 

RIGHT HONOURABLE 

JOHN LORD CARMICHAEL, 

Principal Secretary of State for the Kingdom of 
Scotland, one of His Majejlys mojl Honourable 
Privy Council, and Chancellor of the College of 
Glafgow. 

MY LORD, 

THE honour I have in being related to your Lord- 
(hip, and the happinefs I enjoy in being acquaint- 
ed with you, do not only encourage me to prefix 
your Lordfhip's Name to the following Difcourfes, 
but allow me alfo to believe you will not take it 
amifs that I do fo. 

And fince you have fo lately laid me under new 
ties to your Lordfhip, in defigning my promotion 
to fo confiderable an office, as that of Principal of the 
College of Glafgow % 1 find myfelf obliged to lay hold 
on this firft opportunity of declaring to the world 
the grateful fenfe 1 have of fo great and undeferved a 
favour ; and the rather, becaufe my circumftances 
have not allowed me the fatisfadion of complying 
Vith fo kind and generous an offer. 

But feeing it is to my own lofs and difad vantage 
only, that I have declined fo very honourable and be- 
neficial a place, and that therefore I muft be fuppofed 
to have acted thus, from confiderations of another 
mature: I know your Lordfhip will judge, from the 

A 2 * true 
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true regard you have to Confcicnce yourfelf, that 
fome ftraitening circumftances of this kind muft 
have been (as indeed they were) the only Remora, 
that prevented lny being fo happy as your Lord- 
fhip defigned I ihould; and that therefore you will 
not be difpleafed with me for what was not my 
tault, but my Misfortune. 

I am not made for Flattery, and 1 know your 
Lordfhip is above it 1 , and therefore I fhall not fay 
any thing here by way even of juft Encomium; be- 
caufe as your Character is fo public that it needs 
it not, fo your Modefty is fo great, that I know any 
attempt of this kind would be unwelcome ana un^ 
eafy to you. 

I (hall therefore only tell your Lordfhip, that 
as I queftion not but you have the good Wiihes of 
all honefl Men that know you; fo 1 reckon myfelf 
peculiarly obliged to beg of God. that you may 
long be preferved, jointly to ferve God and your 
Prince, the Church and your Country, with the fame 
unfhaken Conftancy, unbialfed Fidelity, and un- 
fpotted Reputation, that you have hitherto been 
honoured to do. 

Which, and that God may blels you and your 
Honourable Family, with all Spiritual and Tem- 
poral Mercies here, and with Eternal Felicity and 
Glory at laft, is andlhall be the earneft and conftant 
JVayer of, 

My Lord, 
Your Lordftiip's moft obliged, 

?nd moft obedient Servant, 

ROBERT FLEMING, 
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A N 

EPISTOLARY DISCOURSE 

CONCERNING THE 

RISE AND FALL OF PAPACY. 



5T o all my true and good Friends every where ; lut more 
particularly to the Worthy Gentlemen and Others that 
compofe the Church to which I am now related as 
Minijler. 

MY DEAR FRIENDS, 

IN compliance with the frequent and repeated 
defires of a great many of you, 1 fuffer the 
following Difcourfes to break loofe from their fellows^ 
to take their fortune, as we ufe to fay, in the 
wide world. And, feeing the candor of fo many 
of my friends has made them think they might 
not be unufeful; I muft therefore exped: that they 
will, from the fame principle, defend this publica- 
tion of them, againft the cenfures they may be fup- 
pofed to fall under both from open enemies and pre- 
tended friends. For though it be a common and 
as it were threadbare argument, to plead importunity 
in this cafe; yet it is fufficiently known to feveral of 
you, that if it had not been for this, the world had 
not been troubled with any thing further of this kind 
from me. For as I am fure no atfedation to be more 
known or taken notice of, has influenced me to pre- 
sent thefe Difcourfes to public view; fo I do fuppofc 

it 
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it is not unknown to fome of you, that retirement 
from this noify and vain World has ever been the 
Sum of my Ambition, excepting when public Work 
and Service has obliged me to fhake off the beloved 
Fetters of fo dear a Confinement. 

1 (hall not therefore fay more as to the follow- 
ing E/Tays, than to tell you (what many of you 
know already) that as the Firjl of the Difcourfes that 
follow this Prefatory One, gave rile to the publifh- 
ing of the Second^ fo the Second gave occafion to 
the printing of the Third. And therefore, feeing 
the late opportunity of preaching, when we en- 
tered into our new Meetmg-place here in London, 
Sept. 29, 1700, did induce fome of you to delire 
the Publication alfo of that Sermon I preached w hen 
I entered upon the Paftoral and Minifterial Work 
among you, June 19, 1698; the fame Occafion has 
given birth to the laft additional Difcourfe, which 
tome remember I made, when I was folemnly fet 
apart to the Minifterial Office, Feb. 9, i68£, which 
I have the rather confented to print now, becaufe 
it doth not only fuit with the fecond Difcourfe, 
but becaufe I remember feveral falfe or at leaft im- 
perfect Copies were taken of it, when I did at firft 
deliver it. 

And feeingthelaft Difcourfe (which yet was firft 
as to time) doth now appear in the view of the World, 
I find myfelf in fome fort obliged to intereftd// my 
Friends in this prefatory Addrefs: Wherein I do par- 
ticularly include thole of the Englijb Church of Ley* 
den, and Siots Church in Rotterdam, to whom I Hood 
related fucceflively as Minifter or Paftor: whom I 
do the rather mem ion here, that 1 may let them 
Know, how much they are ilill upon my Thoughts, 
though we are feparated as to place. 

But feeing my Work is now more particularly 
appropriated to you, whom I am more immediately 
concerned v. 1 1 h and related unto at prefent, 1 do there- 
lore, In a more ipecial manner, addrefs myfelf to you 
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at this time. And I hope ye will bear with me, if from 
my fincere refped: for your Welfare, I detain you 
a while here before ye enter upon the perufal either of 
my Apocalyptical Thoughts following, or the other Dif- 
courjes, which I do prefent you with, at your ownde- 
lire. For in cafe either of Death, or being otherwife 
rendered incapable to ferve you, I am willing to give 
a vent to my Thoughts and Affection at this time ; 
that whatever comes of me, the following Difcourfes, 
together with this, may ftand as a lafting Witnefs of 
my real concern for your Souls welfare. 

In the firjl Place therefore, I do declare, that 
though I am not willing to ftate my Sufferings upon 
little matters or Modes of Worfhip and Expreffion ; 
yet I can fincerely fay, that fhould the Divine Provi- 
dence call me to lay down my Life for the Truths 
them/elves which I have preached among you, I hope 
I fhould befo far from quarrelling with the Procedure 
of God this way,that 1 fhould rejoiceinfucha Martyr- 
dom. And I hope I have not contradicted in my Life 
vvhatl havepreached in the Pulpit, whatever my Infir- 
mities have been. So I prefume it will not be looked 
upon as Pride or Vanity, if I fay with the great Apof- 
tle (tho* as to the laft claufe I dare not pretend to 
have been any Pattern to you), Finally \ brethren, what- Phil. 4.S. 
foever things are true, whatfoever things are venerable, 9 * 
whatfoever things are jujl, whatfoever things arc pure, 
whatfoever things are lovely, whatfoever things are 
of good report ; if there be any Virtue \ and if there be 
any Praife, think on thefe things. Thofe things which 
ye have both learned and received, and heard and fecn 
in me, do : and the God of Peace fhall be with you. 

For in the next Place, I thank God, that he that 
knows the Secrets of all Hearts, doth tertify together 
with my Confcience, that a fincere concern to be ufe- 
ful to our common Chrijlianity, was the thing that did 
at firfl influence me to enter upon this great Work of 
the Miniftry, and hath ever fwee engaged me, though 

unuer 
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under more difcouragements than moft Men, to con-/ 
tinue and labour in it. So that it is matter of fweet 
Reflection to me, that I never gave any occafion tor 
brand our holy profeflion with the odious Name of 
Prie It craft; whatever any others may have done. 
For, as 1 have no other Ambition, than to en- 
gage and draw Men over to the Great and Catholic 
Iriterefts of Chnftianity itfelf, in order to their be- 
coming the Followers and Servants of our Glorious 
God and BlefTcd Saviour ; fo I am fure I can con- 
fidently fay, without any vanity or attestation (for 
which I dare appeal not only to you, but all others 
that have known me ever fince I began to preach) 
that there is not one in the world that ever had juft 
occafion fo much as to think, that I did at any 
time attempt to bring any perfon over to my way, 
as a Party. And, as thus I have been far from feed- 
ing either Honour, intereft, or Popularity; fo there 
are not a few that can bear me witnefs, that I have 
incurred the cenfures of fome Men of very different 
Denominations, becaufe I could never be induced 
to think that Religion did properly ftand in the 
Rituals of a*iy of the contending Parties. 

The Differences therefore, but efpecially the" 
Animolit.es, that are among the Proteftant Chriftians, 
have ever been grievous and afflictive to me. And 
to heal thefe I could chearfully be offered up a 
Sacrifice, if I can be fuppofed to be confeious 
of the Sentiments and Movements of my own 
Soul. For though we of this Congregation dif* 
fer from all others that diffent from the Epis- 
copal Communion, in this, that we are, in a pe-* 
culiar fenfe, upon a National Foundation, viz. in as 
far as we not only own the fame Church-Government* 
but keep up the fame way that the Church of Scot- 
land ufeth, in her public Adminiftrations; to which 
moft of us belong as Natives, and all of us as Pro- 
felvtes: yet I muft publicly own, that abftradting 
from this, I am a Diflenter from that Party that in- 
graft 
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grofs and monopolize the name of the church of 
England. For though I have ever looked upon other 
controverfies a£ more edifying and momentous, than 
thofe unhappy ones, that have kept that great body 
and ours divided; yet I have fo far conndcrcd them, 
as hitherto to find no reafon to quit that way I was 
educated in; notwithstanding the fpecious reafons 
made ufe of to prejudice people againfl us as 
JcbifmaticS) rather than to convince us that we are 
fo. 

Therefore in the third place, I cannot but own 
(without any defign to reflect upon them that differ 
from me in fuch matters) that I look upon that way 
as neareft to the Chriftian inftitution, that has the 
feweft and moil natural and unattested, and con- 
fequently mod fpiritual rites and ceremonies, in the 
performance of gofpel-ordinances. For, as a learned 
* Conformirt fays, in a book which he did afterw ards 
indeed feern to differ from, but never attempted to 
retract or refute, and perhaps was never able to do : 
" Certainly the primitive Church, that did not charge 
<f men with fuch a load of articles, as now in thefe 
u latter ages men are charged w ith, would much lefs 
u have burthened men with impoiing doubtful prac- 
" tices upon them as the ground of church commu- 
•| nion. There is nothing then that the primitive 
" Church defervesmore imitation in by us, than that 
u admirable temper, moderation and condefcenfion 
u which was ufed in it towards all the members of it. 
" It was never thought worth the while to make any 
" ftanding laws for rites and cuftoms, that had no other 
cc original but tradition, much lefs to fufpend men 
" from her communion for not obferving them." 
And if this was the practice of the primitive Church, 
it was eminently fo in the apoftolical age; to whom, a&i i s . 
as acfted by the Holy Ghoft, it feemed good to require 28, 2 *- 
nothing by way of impolition, but a very few nccef- 

fary 

♦Stilling. Iren. page 122, and 68. 

B 
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fary things, viz. that Chriftians fhould abftain from 
idols, blood, things ftrangled, and fornication. But 
alas ! fince that time it hath feemed good to men 
(but I am fure not to the Holy Spirit) to impofe a 
great many unnecefTary things on the confeiences of 

Rom. 14. others; without any fuch allowance as was given them, 
5 ' that every man fhould be fully perfuaded in his own 
mind, in what hedid. Forwhat regard havefomemen 

Rom. 14. t0 this apofiolical rule, when theirimpofitions arc laid 
13 c ' as ftumbling-blocks in their brethren's way; without 

1 Cor. 8. an y regard to the wounding of their weak confeiences, 
upon the fuppofition they are lb? Is this, to imitate 

j Cor. 8. the ApoOle's tendernefs, whorcfolved rather never to 
eat fiefh, than to offend any weak brother? Or do men 

pmk t. w ^y f ee k t h e things of Jefus Chrift, or their own 

private ends and emoluments moll ? 

Therefore let men difpute about forms and cere* 
monies, and their decency or neecflity, as long as 
they pleafe; I mutt fay. with*a reverend conforming 
ftiinifter; " That all the art and power of the world 
fC cannot make trifles in the worfhip of God f*em 
u matters of importan t to them that relifh heaven. 
M W hat trumpery are habits, various geftures and 
€< poftures to a man th.it is allowed up in the con- 
" templation of the infinite majetty of the glorious 
" God? or that is loft in (he ravifhing admiration of 
u his goodnefs and love? or that is lunk into the 
f* lowett abafements and felf-abhorrence for his fins? 
u Such a foul may be loaded with human inventions, 
" but he can never look upon them as ornaments or 
<c helps to devotion.' 1 

Whatever than be the various ideas and theories 
of what we cajl edification: yet ftill, as none can dif- 
pute us out of what we receive moft advantage from, 
as to our bodies, fo neither as to our fouls. For if 
no man can be able to perfuade me, that his conftitu- 
tion of body is fuch a ttandard to mankind, that I 

and 

* See P, M. in his Vanity, Mtfchief, and Danger of Ceremonies, propofed to 
the Convocation, and priutea anno 1690. 
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all others are obliged to reckon that food moft health- 
ful for us, which the impofer teds us is fo to him, 
though at the fame time we experience it to be nox- 
ious, or difagreeable to us: I know no more reafon, 
why any man fh uild pretend a power of impofing 
modes and forms on my conference, which I am dif- 
fat;sfied with, from no other reafon but this, that they 
appear to be the molt excellent or decent to him. So 
that, as liberty is equally neceffary in the one cafe as 
in the other, unlefs we value the health of our bodies 
above the peace of our conferences and fecurity of our 
fouls: fo the contrary pradtice, when force is ufed, 
can admit of nofofter term than that of anti-chriftian 
tyranny. I cannot therefore but highly approve of 
what I find in a * book already mentioned: u What 
u poffible reafons can be given, fays the author, w hy 
99 fuch things fhould not be fufficient for communion 
if with a church, which are fufficient for falvation? 
11 And certainly thefe things are fufficient for thar, 
" which are laid down as the neceffary duties of chrif- 
" tianity by our Lord and Saviourin his Word/' 

I mention thefe things, God is my witnefs, for 
no private dehgn, to uphold a party, or to ferve the 
ends of it,as fuch; but to let thofe that are prejudiced 
againft us know, that we are aded by religion as a 
principle, and not as a notion only : and that this is 
the reafon of oar difient from thofe th^t lhare the 
emoluments of the Church among them. Other- 
wife ic were not probable, that we fhould unite, in 
acting contrary to our own intereft, merely from fac- 
tion or humour, if we may prefume to know our own 
fcntimencs; and I hope moft, if not all of us, durft 
nor drffemble nefore the great God all our days, in a 
matter of fo great importance as this is. So that the 
diflenting of fo many perfons from the ellaLliIhed 
church, to their own hurt and difadvantage in the 
world, may be looked upon as no contemptible ar- 
gument, by unbiaffed pe;fons, that there are fome 

B 2 men 

* Stilling, lien. pref. page 8. 
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men that areadled by religion asa principle, and that 
take up the miniflry otherwife than as a trade. 

But I had this further defign in touching upon 
our unhappy differences; that confidering that they 
do only concern the externals and circumftantials 
of religion, both ye and all others that perufe thefe 
lines and the following difcourfes, may be taken 
off from that fury and bigotry, by which fo many 
feem to be pofTefled at this day, and may learn to 
mind the great effentials of chriftianity more, adt- 
ing confcientioufly yourfelves in all things, and 
judging charitably of thofe that differ from you, 
whether they do fo of you or not. For what I have 
faid on this head, is not in the leaft defigned to re- 
fled: upon thofe that differ from us, among whom 
1 acknowledge there are many diftinguifhable, not 
only for parts and learning, but for piety and 
moderation alfo, upon which accounts I cannot but 
honour and love them, though they ftiould both 
defpife and hate me. Nay, I queftion not, but even 
many of the bigots for cathedral worfhip and it's 
annexed hierarchy (who are for running up thefe 
to as near a conformity to Rome as they can, and yet 
ftamp all with a confident pretending to a Jus Di- 
vinum) may ad from confidence, even in their un- 
charitablencfs to them that confcientioufly differ 
from them, yea in their hatred of them, and rage 
againfl them where they have power. I}ut then it 
mufc be remembered, that as their zeal is not ac- 
cording to knowledge : fo they are of the fame 
tribe with thofe, or whom our Saviour fpeaks, 
John 16. when he tells us, that they would perfecnte, yea kill 
2 > 3- his Jfrvantij when they had opportunity, believing 
at the fame time, that they did God moft acceptable 
Service. But he immediately adds, And thefe things 
will they do becauje they have not known the Father 
nor me. However my defign is not to refledl even 
on them, but rather to pity them and wifli them 
more knowledge and a better mind. 

4 For 
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For as a contentious, and efpecially a perfec- 
ting temper, was never from God, nor according 
to the rule of the meek and holy Jefus; whofe 
religion is jirjt pure, and then peaceable, gentle, and 
eafy to be entreated: fo fuch a difpolition was never 
more unfeafonable than at this time. For they mud 
be unaccountably unobfervant of, and unconcerned 
with the prefent ftate and pofture of affairs in 
Europe, who fee not in what danger the Proteftant 
intereit is at prefent; conlidering what it has loft 
already, and is in hazard of lofing further; together 
with the fad decay of true Chriftiaa piety, as well 
as unity, among all forts of perfons. I could there- 
fore wiih we might learn a little prudence, even 
from our Popifh adverfaries, that we might unite 
in love, and in defign to promote a general intereft, 
though we attain not to an exalt uniformity in all 
things. For why fhouid not we join as one foul 
againft that bloody and idolatrous party, when we 
fee them do fo againft us? though their various 
feds and orders, fuel) as Fr fine if cans and Domini- 
cans, Jefuits and Janftnifts, differ as much from one 
another both in their opinions and in their form 
and habits, (as they are regimented under their 
feveral heads or generals, and as they live according 
to vaffly different laws and rules) as we can 
poffibly be fuppofed to do. But alas ! what moral 
prognoftications have we now, but fuch as feem to 
portend ruin and mifery to us ? when we fee the 
differences of parties grow up into a ftatcd hatred, 
with a fixed defign to ruin one another, and confe- 
quently murder the Reformed caufe, which we are 
obliged not only upon religious accounts to appear 
for, but even upon civil considerations, feeing 
Popery is inconfiftcnt with freedom and liberty, than 
which nothing, in this world, ought to be fo dear 
to us. Can we have forgot what barbarities that 
inhuman party have committed in the world? 

For 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



*4 



A DISCOURSE CONCERNING THE 



For if we may believe hiftorians, * fays a learned 
man; €( Pope Julius in feven years was tne occafion 
€C of the flaughter of 200000 Chriftians. The maf- 
fC /acre in France cur off iooooo, in three months. 
" P. Perionius avers that in the pei fecution of the 
€€ Albigenfes and IValdenfcs, 1000000 loft their lives. 
€i From the beginning of tiitJefuHs till 1580, that 
fc is, thirty or forty years, 900000 perHhed, faith 
u Balduinus. The Duke of Alva by the hangman 
" put 36000 to death. Vtfg$t faff affirtiia that the 
f< Inquifition in 30 years deftroyed 150000. To all 
f< this I may add the Irijh Rebellion, in which 
€t 300000 were deftroyed, as the Lord Orery reports 
€i in a paper printed in the reign of Charles II." 
And how many have been deftroyed in the latter per- 
fections in France and Piedmont, in the Palatinate 
and Hungary, none I believe can fully reckon up 
befides thole that are or have been in the gallies, 
and that have fled. This is that Idolatrous Harlot, 
fo glutted with the blood of the faints, that a late 
author in his Treatife of Convocations, fets up as a 
pattern to the church of England ; and that another 
author in his book, intituled the Cafe of the Regale 
and Pontificate (to the fcandal of the church of 
England, tor whom they pretend fuch a zeal) would 
fo fain have us united unto, and reprefents therefore 
in fuch favourable colours. But I hope all true 
Proteftants will eafily fee the fnake in the grafs. 
And furely when we are in hazard of being betrayed 
within ourfelves, we have fufficicnt reafon to awake 
out of our lethargic fleep, that we may do what 
poflibly we can to fave the nations we belong to 
from approaching defolations: or if that cannot be, 
that we may at leaft fave our own fouls in the day of 
the Lord. For feeing we are like to feel the 
effects of the new conjunction of France and Spain f 

the 

♦ Dr. Mere in his Divine "Dialogues, page 161. Sec alio his M\ fiery cf Iniquity 
Lib. 2, Chap. i$, 16, &e. J 2 J 

i Xhefame Vcrgerius that attended on Frahcii Spira. See his Life. 
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the elevftion of a young politic Pope, and the apof- 
tacy of fome Proteftant Princes to the Romijh in- 
tereft, (which together with the impieties and fcep- 
ticifm of a great many within ^ourfelves, are I am 
fure no good prognoses) have we not juft reafon to 

frepare for remarkable revolutions? While therefore 
think of thefe things, I cannot forbear to give a 
vent to my thoughts on the great and dark head of 
futurity; in prefenting you with fome conje&ures in 
relation to our times, founded upon fcripture pro- 
phecy, as far as I underhand it. 

Therefore feeing this is the chief defign of this 
difcourfe, which I have infenbed to you, I hope ye will 
bear with me in giving you fome brief account of the 
times we are fallen in, and what we may expert if we 
live much longer. Which I am the rather induced 
to do, becaufe we are juft now entering upon a 
New Age % from which we look back upon feven- 
teen centuries, which have elapfed fince our bleffed 
Redeemer came inro the world* and may therefore 
be allowed to conjefture, with fome juft ground 
perhaps of probability (for I do indufti ioufly avoid 
the fatal rock of politivencfs, which fo many Apoca- 
lyptical men have fuffered themfelves to fplit upon) 
what part of the revelation remains yet to be ac- 
complifhed. 

But fince I am to confine myfelf to a lit'le 
compafs here, as remembering I am writing no book 
properly, but an epiftolary difcourfe, prctatorv to 
thole that follow, with which therefore it muft keep 
fome proportion: 1 {hall content myfelf in giving 
you a few hints, towards the refolution and improve- 
ment of that grand Apocalyptical Question ; 
When the reign of Antichriftianifm or the Papacy 
began ? 



There are TWO Things therefore, which lie 
before me to beconfidercd at this time. 

I. I muft 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



A DISCOURSE CONCERNING THE 



L I muft fulfil my promife in giving you a 
new refolurion of the grand Apocalyptical ^uefiion con- 
cerning the rife of the Great Antichrijl, or Rome Pa- 
pal. For when we /have done this, and fixed this 
sera or epocha, we ma/, by an eafy confequence, fee 
the time of the final fall and deftrudion of this 
dreadful enemy. 

II. I mult, in the next place, improve the refo- 
lution of this queftion, both theoretically as a KEY to 
unriddle the dark Apocalyptical times and periods ; 
and practically, in order both to the regulation of 
your thoughts and the government of your lives, 
in fome very weighty confiderations deducible from 
thence. 

The firft thing therefore which I have to do, is 
to attempt the refolution of the principal Apocalyp- 
tical queltion concerning the rife of Antichrijlianifrn. 

Now in order to anfwer this diftincftly (which 
hath exercifed and wearied out all Apocalyptical 
writers hitherto) there are fome things I would pre- 
mife as fo many pollulata, which generally all are 
agreed in, and which Mr. Mede, Dr. More, Mr/ 
Durham and Dr. Crtjfener, have irrefragably proved. 
J^i'ST u That tfee Revelation contains * the feries of 
10.5,6,7. all the remarkable events and changes of the ftate 
of the Ghriftian Church to the end of the world. 
1*"?%' ** That t Myjlkal Bahylon o-c the great Whore, de- 
18. ' 9 fcribed there, doth fignify Rome, in an Anticbriftian 
Church State. 3. That therefore this cannot be Rome 
*7 %$S™ properly, but Rome Fapal. 4. That the § 
Seven Heads of the Beaft or the Seven Kings, are the 
feven Forms of Government, which obtained fuc- 
i ibid cdrivel y among the Romans : And feeing the || 
Sixth of thefe was that which was only in being in 
John's time (the former Five having fallen before) 
that therefore conlequently, the Seventh head, which 
under another confideration is called the Eighth, 
(the intervenicnt kingdom of the Qftro-Goths being 

the 
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the 'Seventh in number, though not properly Roman, 
and therefore, in that fenfe, none of the Heads of the 
Roman government) is the lajl /pedes of government, 
and that which is called mod peculiarly and by a 
fpeciality the Beast, or Antichrist. 

Thefe poftulata being fuppofed as certain, 
(which I would reckon no difficult thing to prove, 
were it needful) I mud in the next place prcmife 
two preliminary confiderations, before I come di- 
re&ly to anfwer the queftion itfelf. 

The firft is this ; That the three grand Apoca- 
lyptical numbers of iibo days, 42 months, and time, 
times and a half, are not only Jynchronical,but mud be 
interpreted prophetically, fo as years muft be under- 
flood by days. 

That thefe three numbers are fynchronjcal, will 
appear plain to any impartial conliderer, that will 
be at pains to compare them, as we have them fee 
dow n in this book of the Revelations, viz. the 1260 
days, chap. 1 r. 3. and chap. 12. 6. the 42 months, 
chap. 11. 2. and chap. 13. 5. and the time, times 
and an half, chap. 12. 14. Por it is clear, rhat 
the Gentiles treading down the holy city 42 months, chap. 
11. 2. is the caufe of the witneffes prophefying for 
1260 days in fackeloth, v. 3. and is not the woman 
or church's being in the wildernefs for the fame term of 
days, chap. 12. 6. any other than a new reprefentation 
of the witneffes prophefying in fackcloth? Seeing this 
muft be while the Beaft is worfliipped and ferved by 
the whole Roman zvorld, during men's lunacy of 42 
months continuance, chap. 13. 5. And therefore 
feeing the woman is faid to be in the wildernefs ftate 
of dcfolation and perfecution, for a time, and times, 
and half a time, in order thus to be preferved from 
the Beaft and Serpent, as we fee chap. 12. 14. it 
is likewjfe plain, that this number of three years and 
an half, muft be the very fame with the two former 
numbers. Only it is to be obferved by the way, 

C thac 
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that this period of time, when it is mentioned m 
relation to the church, is fpoken of with refpeft to 
the fun, either as to his diurnal or annual rotation : 
whereas when it is defcribcd in relation to the 
Beaft's unliable kingdom of night and darknefs, it 
is made mention of with refpcdt to the unconftans 
luminary, which charges it's face continually, while 
it makes our months. And hence it is that the 
church is reprefented, chap. 12. I. under the em- 
blem of a woman (loathed voith the fun> and the moon 
under her feet. 

Now as thefe numbers are fynchronical, and 
the fame ; fo it is eafy to prove that they muft be 
underftood prophetically for years. I fhajl not in- 
fift here upon the conjedture of * a learned man ; 
that there was no diurnal rotation of the earth be- 
fore the fall, and confequently no days of 24 hours, 
but only an annual rotation of this our planetary 
world ; which he gives us as the original reafon of 
the fcripturc's putting days for years frequently. 
For whatever be in this, it is plain that the fcripturc 
{peaks thus in feveral places; by putting a leffer 
number figuratively for a greater, as w r ell as a de- 
finite one for an ir^definite. Witnefs the appoint- 
ment of the week of years, Exod. 33. 10. 11. which 
is fpoken of as if it were a zveek of days \ verfe 12, the 
Seventh Tear of which is therefore called Sabbatical^ 
with refpedl to the Seventh-Day Sabbath. In the 
fame way of fpeaking Ezekiel was commanded tq 
lie 390 days on his left fide, and 40 on his right, 
each day for a year, as God himfclf fays, chap. 4. L 6. 
So likewife God punilhed the murmuring Ifraelites 
w ith 40 years abode in the wilde^nefs, with relation 
to the 40 day.<. that were fpent in fearching of the 
land of Canaan, Numb. 14.32. The feven years of 
Nebuchadnezzar's Lycanthropy is thus called, in- 
definitely, Days ox ftujes, Dan. 4. 32, 34. Nay our 

Saviour 

* WhiiWs Theory of the Earth, pag. 8, 79, It. S:e Hypoth. 3. 
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Saviour himfelf fpeaks in this dialed when he calls 
rhe years of his minittry days, faying, / do cures to- 
day and to-morrozv, and the third day IJhall be perfected, 
Luke 13. 32. But the moft remarkable place to our 
purpofc, is the famous prophecy of Daniel's 70 weeks 
or 490 days, chap. 9. 24. reaching down from the 
edi£t of Artaxerxes Longimanus, in his 20th year, 
Nelv 2. 1 — 10* to our Saviour's fuffcring at Jerufa- 
lem; which was exa&ly 490 prophetical years, not Ju± 
Han ones: the not diltinguifhing of which has hi- 
therto confounded all Interpreters, as I might fhew at 
large, were this a proper place for it. But what the 
difference between thefe is we {hall quickly fee. 

In the mean time, I am now to prove that the 
1260 days are to be underwood, in a prophetical fenfe^ 
for years: for if I can prove this, it will necelTarily fol- 
low, that the other numbers mult be fo interpreted 
alfo; fince they are the fame with this. Now that the 
1260 days cannot be taken literally, but prophetically^ 
will appear from hence; that it is impoffible to con- 
ceive how fo many, great and wonderful actions, 
which are prophefied to fall out in that fhort time, 
could happen during the fpace of three folar years 
and an half; fuch as, e. g. the obtaining power over all 
kindreds, tongues, and nations; the world's wonder- 
ing at and fubmifting unto the Bead's reign; and 
the fetting up an image to the Imperial head, and 
caufing it to be worfhipped, inftead of the living 
Emperor's, And belides thefe things, feeing the 
1260 days are the whole time of the Papal authority > 
which is not to be totally deftroyed until the great 
and remarkable appearance of Chrift, upon the pouring 
out of the 7th Vial; and that therefore Chrift will 
have the honour of destroying him finally himfelf 
(though this iniquity began to work even in the apof- 
tolical times:) therefore we may certainly conclude, 
that it muft take up fome centuries of years to carry 

C 2 on 
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on this abomination that maketh defolate. For though 
the Lord will gradually confume or walk this great 
adverfary by the fpirit of his mouth, yet he will not 
fooner abolifli him than by the appearing of his own 
prefence, 2 Theffl 2, 8. as * I chufe boch to render and 
underftand the words. 

The 2d preliminary confideration is, that in order 
to underftand the prophetical years aright, we rnuft 
reduce them to Julian years, or fuch as are in ufe 
wich us how in Europe. 

This is no idle or chimerical inquiry; feeing the 
ignorance of this has milled all our great Apocalypti- 
cal men hitherto in their calculations; and yet unlefs 
we are able to adjuft the difference between propheti- 
cal and Julian years, we muff ftill reckon at a venture, 
without any certainty of the truth and exadtnefs of our 
arithmetic. Therefore that we may underftand this 
difference, we are to remember, that the antients were 
far more rude and indiftinct in their calculation of 

time 

* The learned Dr. Whitby, in his late paraphrafe and commentary upon the 
Jipiftles, does indeed advance a new notion, on this verfe and chapter, viz. that the 
Jewifh Sanhedrim, government and nation, is primarily and chiefly underflood 
here by the apottle, as the man of fin and Antichrift, both upon the account of 
their oppr fing themfelves to Chrilt and perfecutiag of his followers, and upon the 
account alfo of their rebellion ngainft the Romans. And he hasfaid fo much for 
the proof ot this, thar it may be thought fo contain a refutation of my interpreta- 
tion of the place. But even Upon the fuppofttion that all that the doctor fays for his 
opinion fbould be true; yet it will be found no way to invalidate what I advance 
here. For all that are acquainted with the Jewifh and apoftolical writings know, 
that befides a firft fenle to be obferved in Prophecies, there is a fecondand remoter 
one more tacitly infinuated frequently, as the principal defign of the fpirit of 
God. I might {hew this in innumerable inftances, efpecialiy in theantient pro- 
phecies that relate to David, or fome other perfon, in thefirftfenfe or typical one, 
but in the.Mcfliah ultimately and completely. But I fhall not infill upon any thing 
ot this kind now, feeing fo many have done it already: and there Is no need to do 
it here, feeing Dr. Whitby himfelfdoth grant all I defire r when he fays in his pre- 
face to this Epiftle, page 383. " But that I may not wholly differ from my bre- 
'* thren in this matter, 1 grant'thefe words may ina fecondary fenfe (in which ex- 
prelTion I only diifer from the do£tor, feeing I look upon it to be the principal fenfe, 
fceeaufe it is the fecond) 44 be attributed to the Papal Antichnft, or Man of Sin, 
•< and may bcfignally fulfilled in him, in the deO.iuc'tion of him by the Spirit of 
" Chrift's mouth, he being the fucceflbr to the Apoftate Jewifh Church, to whom 
e< thefe characters agree, as well as to her; and therefore in the Annotations I 
" have ftill given a place to thai interpretation alfo." 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



RISE AND FALL OF PAPACY. 2 t 

time than we have been fince. And indeed firch is 
their confulion this way, that we are obliged to God's 
providence in giving us the exad: compafs of a pro- 
phetical year, even in this book, by fixing the 
Jynchronifm of the three numbers above-mentioned. For 
by thefe it is determined, that 30 days make a month % 
and 1 2 of fuch months a year. So that 1260 days be- 
ing divided into three years and an half (or time and 
times and an half in the Apocalyptical dialect), 360 
days muft make up a year, without the additional five 
days and odd hours and minutes, that are added, in 
the calculation of the Julian year. For the Julian (and 
Gregorian) months, confining fome of 30, and fome 
of 31 days (excepting February only), and the years 
confequently of 365 days ; there muft needs be fome 
tonfiderable difference in the revolution of many cen- 
turies. Which difference appears ftill greater, if we 
confult the late curious Aftronomical Calculations of 
Petavius, Tycho, Kepler, and others. But fince their 
exa&nefs hath only added 5 hours to every year (to- 
gether with fome minutes, firfts, feconds, isle, com- 
munibus annis, which they themfclves are not fully 
agreed in) I fhall not be fo nice upon this point, as 
to follow them exactly in all their criticifms this way* 
However fince five hours additional to a year arife to 
an intire day, in the revolution of 163 years, it ought 
not to be altogether negle&ed. But patting even 
thefe, and confidering only the five days that are add- 
ed to the 360, in our ordinary years, wc will find that 
the 1260 days in the Revelation being reduced to 
years, are 18 years fhort of Julian years, in the pro- 
phetical reckoning, by rcafon of the additional days 
turned into years in the ordinary accounts now, above 
the Apocalyptical reckoning. 



To 
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To demonftrate which, I prefent you with the 
following fcherr.e. 

The Julian year. 

365 \ 

365 

73Q 

'Q9S 
183 



1278 



Now if, according to this computation, we fub- 
tradt 1260 Apocalyptical years from 1278 Julian, or 
Gregorian ones, (I call them fo ore rot undo, overlook- 
ing the fmaller meafures of time) there remain 18 
years to be cut off. 

To apply this therefore to our defign. If we may 
fuppofe that Antichrijl began his reign in the year 606, 
the additional 1260 years of his duration, were they 
Julian or ordinary years, would lead us down to the 
year 1 866, as the laft period of the jevcn-headedmonjler. 
But feeing they are prophetical years only, we muft 
caft away 18 years in order to bring them t<!) the ex- 
act meafure of time that the Spirit of God defigns in 
this book. And thus the final period of Papal nfur- 
pations (fuppofing that he did indeed rife in the year 
666) muft conclude with the year 1 848. 

And now that I have hinted at the time of An- 
tichrift's rife, as the conclufion of the preliminary 
conliderations, I muft proceed to prove this to be in 
one fenfe the true xra of the Papal BeajYs reign. And 
here it is that I find myfelf extremely ftraightened, in 
difcourlingof fogreat a fubjedt info narrow a compafs. 

Ail 



The Prophetical year. 



One j 360 

360 



Two 


720 


Three 


1080 


Half 


180 


Three years > 
and a half. S 


1260 
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All therefore that I can fay here will amount to a few 
fhort hints only, though perhaps no inconfiderable- 
ones. 

Seeing therefore, as I faid before in the 4th Pof- 
tulatum, it is plain from Rev. 17, 10. that the Impe- 
rial government was the regent head of the Roman 
Bcaft at the time of the viiion, we have only the two 
folio Lng heads to confider, as to their rife and 
duration. Let thefe things therefore be minded here. 

1. That the Seventh head, or king of Rome, (as 
I hinted before) whofe character is, that he was im- 
mediately to fucceed to the Imperial government, and 
%o continue but a fhort /pace, Rev 17. 10. that, I fay > 
this government could be no other than that of the 
kingdom of the Oftro-Goths in Italy. 

For it is plain, that the Imperial dignity was 
pxtinjguifhed in Italy and in the Weftern parts of 
the Empire, by Odoacer, the king of the Meruit, who 
forced Augi'ftulus, the laft fprig of an Emperor, to 
abdicate his throne and power, in the year 475, or 
476, as others fay. And though this Odoacer w as foon 
deltroyed by ^heodorick, the king of the OJlro-Goths, 
yet the fame form of regal government was conti- 
nued by 'T'bcodorick and his fucceflbrs. And though 
this kingdom continued for near 80 year?, reckon- 
ing from Odoacer to Teias, yet the angel might juftly 
call this a Jhort time: for fo it was, if compared 
either with the preceding Imperial or fucceeding 
Papal Government. Which fuggefts a very ftrong 
argument againft fome, w ho would make this feventh 
king to denote the Oriental Empire, which, as it be- 
gan long before this time, fo ialled many centuries 
afterwards, and was not totally extind till Mahomet 
the Great's time, in the year 1453. And furely this 
kingdom was fufficicnt to constitute a new head of 
the Roman people, feeing Rome and Italy were fub- 
jecfted intirely to lit&fe Goihijh kings, and that they, 
not only adted with the I tnt authority that the Em- 
perors had ufed before (excepting that they abfiain- 

td 
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cd from that title, by a fpecial providence, that they 
might not be confounded with that government) 
but were owned by the fenare and people of Rome 
as their fuperiors, yea by the Emperors of the Eaft 
alfo; as might eafily be proved from * Hiftorians, 
particularly f CaJJhdoriis, who was chief Minifter of 
State to two 6f thofe Kings. 

Whence it doth plainly appear, that this king., 
dom of Ojlro-Goths was the Jevenih head y that was 
to continue a fhort time. And that therefore it fol- 
lows, i. That the change wrought by Conflantine the 
Great, both as to the feat and religion of the Em- 
pire, could not be looked upon as a new head ; fee- 
ing the old government in all other refpetfs w^s 
continued. And 2. Neither can any pcrfon juftly 
fuppofe that the form of the government was al- 
tered, when the Empire was divided into the Eaft 
and Weft; feeing in all other refpects alfo the Im- 
perial authority and rule was preferved. Therefore, 
"\. It follows alfo that the Papal Government was 
not regnanr until the deftrudtion of this Gothijh 
kingdom in Italy : for there could not be two fupreme 
heads of the church of Rome at the fame time. 

Therefore, 2. we may conclude that the loft head 
of the Beaft, which is the Papal \ did arife either im- 
mediately upon the extirpation of the Gothifh king- 
dom, or fome time after. But it could not rife to it's 
power immediately after, feeing Jufiinian did by the 
£onqueft of Italy revive the Imperial Government 
again there, which by that means was healed after the 
deadly wound which the Heruli and the Goths had 
given it. Though I confefs Juftinian's conquefts of 
Italy laid a foundation for the Pope's rife, and paved 
the way for his advancement, both by the penal and 

fan- 

# • 

* S?? Bcnn. ad Ann. 4*>2, 475, Sec. Petav. Ration. Temp. Lib. 7. 
Cap. 5 Bcllaim. de Tranflat. Imp. Rom. Lib. 1. Cap. 9, &c. 

i In Li!). Varhuum. Lib. 1. Ep. 11,31, &c. Lib. 4. Ep f 4.5, &c. Lib, 3. 
pp, lb, 18. Lib. 8 f Ep. 2, St 4> &C 
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fanguinary laws which he made againft all thofe that 
diflented from the Romifli Church, and by the con- 
fufions that followed upon Narfes his bringing in the 
Lombards. For during the ftruggles of them and the 
Exarchate the Pope played his game fo, that the Em- 
peror Pbocas found it his intereft to engage him to 
his party, by giving him the title of Supreme and 
Univerfal Bijhop. 

Therefore we may juftly reckon that the Papal 
Head took it's firft rife from that remarkable year 606* 
when Phocas did in a manner devolve the Government 
of the Weft upon him, by giving him the title of 
Univerfal Bijhop. From which period, if we date the 
1260 years, they lead us down (as I faid already) to 
the year 1 866, which is 1 848, according to propheti- 
cal calculation. Or, if a bare title of this fort be not 
thought fufficient to conflitute the Pope head of the 
Beafl, we may reckon this two years later, viz. from 
the year 608, when Bomfice the 4th did firft publicly 
authorize idolatry, by dedicating the Pantheon to the 
worfhip of the Virgin Mary and all the faints. 

Now it is very remarkable, that in the year 666 
Pope Vitalian did firft ordain, that all public worfhip 
Ihould be in Latin. And therefore however the no- 
tion of * Irenaus has been of late ridiculed, w ho ob- 
ferved that the charafteriftical number of the Beafl y viz. 
666, anfwering to the number of a maris name, was to 
be found in the word Auruvos, from whence he con- 
cluded that he was to be a Pvoman ; I cannot but think 
there is fomething remarkable in this (even though 
the numerical letters of other words (hould jump with 
this number alfo) not fo much becaufe of the antiquity 
of the notion, as upon the account of the reafon he 
fuggefts to us, for this, when he fays, that though he 
grants that other names (as that of evuvbug) may be fo 
rendered, yet he fixes upon this, becaufe the f Latin 

D monar- 

* Iran. adv. Hseret. Lib. 5. Cap. 30. 

+ It ought to be obferved here, that not only the Greek word, but even the 
H«brew contain* the number 666, in the nirmuical Letters thereof, whether wc 

make 
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monarchy is the laft of all, and therefore the Bead muft 
relate to this or none. Wherein I fuppofe he alludes to 
Daniels account of the four monarchies \ chap. 2. and 7. 
And indeed the little horn that arofe out of the head of 
the 4th Beafly chap. 7.8. feems not unfitly to reprefent 
not only Antiochus Epiphanes, but the Papal Anti- 
christ whofe type he may therefore be fuppofed to be. 
For as he fupplanted three kings, in allufion to which 
that little horn is faid to have plucked up three horns 
before it by the roots : fo did the Papal Government 
rife alfo upon the ruins of the Exarchat, the Lombards^ 
and the authority of the Emperors in Italy. 

1 believe this account of Antichrifts rife will not 
be very acceptable to fome, whofe zeal for the Popes 
downfal has made them entertain hope of living to fee 
that remarkable time ; which has made them invent 
plaufible fchemes to prove that this great enemy was 
ieated in his regal dignity long before the year 606. 
But if a man will trace truth impartially, he will have 
reafon to think, that the rife of this adverfary could 
not be before that time. Nay I muft tell you that I 

do 

make ufeof J-pfrn Romana, fcil. Sedes, or Romanus vel Latinus. 

As will appear from the following fcherae. 

I 

30O 

5 
10 

50 
70 
200 

666 

And whereas Bellarmin objects, that Latinus mould be rendered by a finale 
lota and not by d y he is exceedingly miftaken : For not only Irenseus renders 
the word thus, but all the Greeks do the fame, as is plain in innumerable in- 
ftances, fuch as in the names AvToysivor, 2«Cei»or, which the Romans pronounce 
Antoninus, Sabinus. Nay the ancient Romans fpake the fame way as the 
Greeks, as is plain in Plautus and the fragments of Ennius, with whom nothing 
Is more common than qud* fox fuimui for frimnt 9 cattfeivei for captlvL 
latcmi for /a/////, ©V, 1 . 



1 


200 


1 


200 


A 


1 


6 


D 


40 


u 


a 


40 


V 


70 


T 


•» 


10 


2 


5° 


f 




10 


1 


6 


/ 




400 


V 


300 


V 




666 




666 


0 

s 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



RISE AND FALL OF PAPACY. 2*] 

do not reckon the full rife of the Pope to the head- 
lhip of the empire till a later date ftilL For though 
the Pope got the title of Univerfal Bijhop at that 
time, yet he was afterwards for a long time fubjeft, 
in temporal concerns, to the emperors. And there- 
fore I cannot reckon him to have been, in a proper 
and full fenfe, head of Rome, until he was fo in a fe- 
cular as well as ecclefiafiical fenfe. And this was not 
until the days of Pipin % by whofe confent he was 
made a fecular prince ', and a great part of Italy given 
to him as Peter's patrimony. So that as Boniface the 
Third (and his fucceffors) by affuming the title of 
Univerfal Bifhop, was the forerunner of Antichrifi, as 
Gregory the Great prophelied he would be, who fhould 
be known in the world by that proud title : fo like- 
wife we may conclude that Antichriffc was indeed 
come, when Paul the Fir (I became a temporal prince 
alfo. Phocas therefore did only proclaim the Pope 
to be the lajl head of Rome, in the apocalyptical fenfe : 
but it was Pipin who gave him the folemn invefti- 
ture, and feated him on his throne, which Charlemain 
did afterwards confirm to him. 

Now as near as I can trace the time of this 
donation of Pipin, it was in or about the year 758, 
about the time that Pope Paul the Fir ft began to 
build the Church of St. Peter and St. Paul. Now 
if we make this the JEra of the Papal Kingdom, the 
1260 years will not run out before the year 2018, 
according to the computation of Julian years : but 
reducing thefe to prophetical ones, the expiration of 
the Papal kingdom ends exactly in the year 2000, 
"according to our vulgar reckoning. And if what 
I fuggefted above be true, that Antichrift fhall not 
be finally deftroyed until the coming of Chrijl, then 
may this calculation be looked upon to be very con- 
siderable. For it has been a very antient opinion, 
that the world would laft only fix thoufand years ; 
that, according to the old traditional Prophecy of 
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the houfe of Elias, the world (hould ftand as many 
Millenaries as it was made in days ; and that there- 
fore as there were tzvo thoufand years from the crea- 
tion to Abraham, without a written directory of Re- 
ligion, and two thouf and from thence to Chrifl> under the 
old oeconomy of the law, fo there would le two thonfand 
years more under the MeJJiab. So that after the mili- 
tant ftate of the Chriftian Church is run out, in the 
year 2000, it is to enter upon that glorious fabbatical 
millenary when the faints fball reign on the earthy in a 
peaceable manner , for a thouf and years more. After the 
expiration of which Satan (hall be let loofe to play 
?. new game, and men (hall begin to apoftatize 
almoft univerfally from the truth, gathering them- 
felves together, under the character of Gog and Ma- 
gog, from the four corners or parts of the world, 
until they have reduced the Church to a fmall com- 
pafs. But when they have brought the faints to the 
la ft extremity, Chrift himfelf will appear in his glory, 
and deftroy his enemies with fire from Heaven, Rev. 
20. 9. Which denotes the great conflagration, 
2 Pet. 3. io, &c. Which is followed with the Re- 
furre&ion, and Chrift's calling men before him into 
judgment. And perhaps the time of this judgment 
will take up the greateft part or the whole of another 
Millenary of years : that as there were four thoufand 
years from the creation to his firft coming, there may 
be four from thence, to his triumphant entry into 
Heaven with all his faints. For though the fcrip- 
ture call this time a day, yet we know what Peter 
a Tet. 3. 8. fays, that a thoufand years and a day are the fame thing 
in Divine reckoning. But that all men that ever lived 
fhould be publicly judged in a day, or year, or cen- 
tury, fo as to have all their life and actions tried and 
fearched into, is to me I confefs inconceivable, not 
indeed in relation to God, but in relation to men 
and angels who muft be convinced of the equity of 
the procedure and fentence of the judge. 

But 
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But to return, I cannot forbear to take notice 
of one thing here ; that the year 758 was the year 
666 from the pcrfecniion of Domitian, when John was 
in Patmos and wrote this book (as Tertullian, Iren^us, 
Origen, Ufebius, Jerom, and all the antients except- 
ing Epiphanius tell us) which though fome fay was 
A. C 95, was moft probably in or about the year 92, 
the Perfecution of Domitian having begun two years 
before. So that here we have another character iflical 
mark of the number of the Beaji. 

And now I hope I have faid enough of the fu- 
iure part of time, as to the general idea which I think 
the Revelation gives of it. But I muft proceed one 
ftep further with you, and confider under what re- 
volution of time we are at prefent • that we may thence 
fee what we are to expect, and how we are to adh 

So that here I find myfelf infcnfibly taken off 
from any further direct profecution of the quefiion 
propofed by way of anfwer thereunto. And 

Therefore, II. I proceed to improve what I have 
faid as to this queftion, both theoretically and prac- 
tically. 

And, if. I (hall advance fomething here, as a 
theoretical improvement of what 1 have faid upon the 
former head. For by this key, we may attain, in a 
great meafure, to unlock the dark apocalyptical periods 
and times: thofe I mean that relate to the conti- 
nuance of the Papal power, both as to his gradual 
growth and increafe firft, and his decay afterwards, 
until his laft and final deftruftion. And in relation 
to thefe the far greateft part of the Apocalypfe muft 
be underftood. 

Now in order to this performance, I muft pre- 
mife this one thing, viz. That the fevcn Seals, Trum- 
pets, and Vials, ( in which is contained the order and 
feries of the whole Apocalyptical prophecy, and to the 
explication and illuftration of which all the other 
particular vifions are fubfervicnt) that 1 fay thefe 
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are joined together by the link of thtfcventh feal, and 
fevcnih trumpet ; fo as the fcvcnih feal doth as it were 
produce or include the fever, trumpets, and the fevenih 
trumpet the [even vials in the fame manner. 

'This I fhould reckon no difficult thing to de- 
mon ft rate, but that it would be too long to infill 
upon it in this place. And feeing Mr. Durham has 
done it in a great meafure already, I pafs it now the 
more eafiiy. Only let me defire you to confider, 
that it was not until after the opening of the feventb 
feal that John fazv the angels with the ftven trumpets, 
chap. 8. 1,2. And that it was after the founding of 
the feventh trumpet alfo, that he tells us, be faw *AAo 
trwfm uui Sxv^uqov, another fign great and wonderful* 
chap. 15. i. which was the Vilion of the Vials. So 
that I wonder that Mr. Mede, Dr. More, and almoft 
all others, have fuffered themfelves to be confounded 
in their interpretations, by reafon of their not ob- 
ferving this, and confequently by jumbling fome of 
the trumpets with the feals, and mod of the vials with 
the trumpets. 

Now this being fuppofed, we will find the feries 
of time run in the following order, according to this 
threefold feptenary of periods, which do infenfibly run 
out one into the other. 

The firjl feptenary of feals relates to the Chriftian 
Church during the ftate of the Roman empire. And 
thefe do accordingly run in this order. 

The \ Seal exhibits the ftateof the Church under 
the conduct of a glorious rider on a zohite borfe, having a 
faw in his hand, and a crown given unto him who went 
out conquering and to conquer, chap. 6. 2. Under which 
cmbkm Chnji himfclf is reprefented, going forth 
upon his conquefis over Jews and Gentiles. And as 
this relates to Chrift's firft victory over his enemies, 
after his cpmrniffion to his difciples to preach the gof- 
pel to all nations-) Matt. 28. 18, 19, 20. and t$&e pour* 
ing down ofbisffrit for this md, on the day of Pcntecojl, 
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Afts 2 ; fo the full completion of it is not until the 
end of time. For after all other horfemen and ene- 
mies of the Church have done their utmoft againft 
Chrift and his people, we find this horfeman leading 
them all in triumph as his captives, and proceeding 
in his conquells to make a full and final end of 
them. For which fee chap. 19. ver. n,i2,&c. So 
that this feal begins with An. 33 or 34, and does not 
end until the end of time, as to its full completion. 
But if we reckon it only in relation to the beginning 
of the next feal (Chrift's conquefts being darkened as 
to the outward view of men, by what follows) we 
fhall fee that immediately, 

The 2 Seal, chap. 6. 3, 4. under the em! 1cm t r 
a rider upon a red horfe (who bad a great fwotd 1 
him in order to take peace from the earth, and io \gdge 
men in wan) reprefents the ft ate of the empire ; m 
the time that Nero made war on the Jews, An. 66, 
and fo contains the civil \va;s of Gnlba, Olho, and 
Vitellius, when men did fo remarkably kill one ano- 
ther; and the wars of Vcfpafan and Titus againft the 
Jews, compleated afterwards by the terrible dellruc- 
rion of that nation under Hadrian ; together with his 
other wars, and the preceding perfections of Domi- 
tian and Trajan, and the conquefts of this laft prince. 
So that as this begins with An. 66, it ends with 
Hadrian's Wars, An. 134, or with his life, An. 138. 

The 3 Seal, chap. 6. 5, 6. begins therefore with 
An. 138; where, under the hieroglyphic of a rider 
on a black horfe, with a pair of ballances in his hand, to 
weigh and meafure all things exadly, is fct forth 
the excellent reigns of the admirable Antoninus Pius 
and Philofopbus. And therefore this leal runs out 
in the year 1 80. 

The 4 Seal, chap. 6. 7, 8, reprefents the Roman 
horfe turned pale, and the rider changed from a grave 
and awful judge to a murderer, fo as to be called death, 
by reafon of his throwing fo many into hades, or the 
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future flale y by immature deaths. Where we havef a 
very remarkable account of the ftate of the Roman 
empire after the deceafe of the brave Antoninus Phi- 
lofophus i under the barbarities of Commoaus, the (hort- 
lived reigns of Pertinax and Did'ius Julianus, but 
efpecially under the fevere and bloody Septimius Se- 
verus, in his wars againft Perfcennius Nigerius, Albinus 
and others, and under his ion Caracalla ; and after- 
wards under Macrinus, Heliogalulus y (the reign of the 
excellent Alexander Severus being but a fhort breath- 
ing to the empire and the Chriftians) tyaximinus and 
bis fon PupienuSy B albinus and Gordianus> and Philippus 
and his fon: with whole death I think this Seal runs 
out in the year 250. And with the death of thefe 
Philippiy who favoured Chriftianity, the four evan- 
gelical living creatures (which our tranflation renders 
Beafts molt unaccountably) ceafe to fpeak openly. 

The 5 Seal therefore difcovers the ftate of the 
Chriftian Church to be exceedingly languifhing and 
melancholy, as if the faints were all flam, praying 
and crying for vengeance againft their perfecutors, 
while they are reprefenled as lying under the altar % 
chap. 6. 9, 1 o, 11. So that this period begins w ith 
Deems the firji univerfal perfecutor of Chriftians (for 
all the former perfecutions under Nero, Domitian, 
'Trajan, and the Amonines y were but provincial ones, 
and that of Maximinus againft the mimftcrs only) who 
began his r< ign and perfecution together in the year 
250, and was feconded in it by Valerian (for the 
fhort reigns of Trebonianus Gallus and ALmilianus 
hardly deferve to be taken notice of in this cafe). 
Nov. the fouls of the martyrs are defired to reft pa- 
tiently, until the confufed reign of Galienus fhould 
run out, and the 30 tyrants that rofe in his time 
fhould be cut oft] together with the fhort-lived 
Claudius Goihicus; feeing after that little interval, 
their brethren were alfo to fufter ftill further under 
Rome Pagan, viz. under Aurelian, and afterwards 
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(when the fhort reigns of Tacitus, Prolus, Cams, and 
Carinus fhould be over) under the cruel perfccution 
raued againft them by Dioclefian and Maximianus 
elder and younger, together with Sevcrus and Maxi- 
mums. So that this feal ends with the conclufion of 
this laft perfccution begun by Dioclefian, and fo ex- 
pires, A. C. 306. 

The 6 Seal, chap. 6. 12,13, M> 15*16, 17, 
gives us an account of God's gracious anfwer at 
length to the prayer of the flain witneffes, in the de- 
finition of Rome Pagan, after their cup was made 
full by the lad cruel perfecution. And this is defcri- 
bed as if Heaven and Earth were come to an end. For 
lb the Prophets ufc to reprefent the ruins of Kingdoms 
and Monarchies, as we fee among other places, in 
Jer. 4. 24. Ifa. 13. 10. and 24. 21, 23. and Joel 2. 10. 
So that this Seal contains the great and terrible 
Wars of Conjlantine the Great againft all thofe I aft Ty- 
rants, from the year 306 to the death of the laft 
Pagan Emperor Licinius % Ann. 324. 

The*] Seal therefore, chap. 8. t, reprefents the 
fhort breathing of the Church and Peace of the Chriftians 
under Conjlantine, from the year 3 13, when he firft 
publijhed an Edict in their favour, and particularly 
from the death of Licinius, An. 3 2d, to his own de- 
ceafe in the year 337, immediately upon which the 
fcene alters. And then begins 

The Second Septenary of Trumpets, gives us 
an account of the Hate of the Church in relarion to 
the gradual grow th and increafe of her Antichriftian 
enemies, though in a way alfo of judgment upon 
them. Which I reprefent to you in the following 
feries and order. 

The 1 Trumpet, chap. 8. 7. began a little after 
Conftantine's death, in the wars between his eldeft and 
youngejl [on, or at the death of the firft in battle, and 
of the laft by the ufurpation of Magnentius, which 
was a kind of mixt ftonu of hail > fire, and bhod. The 
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continuance of it was in the perfecutions againft the 
Orthodox by Conftantius and Valens, with the inter- 
vention of that againft all Chriftians by Julian the 
Apojiate. And the conclufion of it feems to be the 
usurpation of Maximus upon the death of Gratianus, 
and afterwards the death of Valentin/an the Second, and 
finally the wars and death of Theodofms. So that it 
began with the year 339, and ended An. 395. 

The 2 Trumpet, chap. 8. 8, 9. reprefents a. great 
Kingdom, under the Emblem of a Mountain (fee Jer. 5 1. 
2 burning with Fire, (i.e. in a cruel and fierce 
manner) and thrown into the midfi of the Body politick 
or Empire of Rome, reprefented by the Sea ; v fee chap. 
18. 15.) by which the third part of it became Blood. By 
which we are unqueflionably to underftand the irrup- 
tion of the barbarous nations of the Vandals and Goths 
into the Roman dominions. This began about the 
death of Theodofius, and made a formidable progrefs 
An. 405, in the days of Arcadius and Honorius, by Ra~ 
dagifus, and afterwards Alaricus, who took Rome, Ann. 
410. And it was continued during the inroads of 
Athaulphus the Goth (who pillaged the great City, 
Ann. 414,) and of Genfericus the Vandal, and of Attila 
the Hun into Italy, and other Roman Provinces, which 
they and others about that time wafted mifcrably to 
the year 455, and afterwards to the year 476. 

The 3 'Trumpet, chap. 8. io, 11. doth plainly 
reprefent the definition of the Wefiern Empire, by a 
ftar falling from the Heaven of it's glory as a burning 
lamp. For, after it had ftruggled with it's fatal def- 
tiny, under the obfeure Cafars, Avitus, Majoranus> 
Severus, &c. it did at length expire with Augufiulus, 
Ann. 475, or 476. This Star zvas called JVormwood, 
becaufe of the bitter Troubles this brought upon the Em- 
pire. For the Ofiro-Goths planted thcmfelves in 
Italy, and reigned as arbitrarily as the Emperors had 
ever done* So that this period began with the king- 
dom 
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dom of the Ojlro-Goths, Ann. 476, and ended with it 
Ann. 553. 

The 4 Trumpet, chap. 8. 12. brings yet further 
defolations on Rome, by darkening it's fplendor and 
glory, reprefented by the eclipfing of the Sun for a third 
part of it, and the Moon and Stars alfo in like manner. 
By which we are to underftand, no doubt, the decay of 
the Imperial Power and Authority in the Weft, by the 
Lombards and the Exarchat afterwards. So that this 
trumpet lafted from the year 568 to the year 758, 
when Pipin made the Pope in a manner King of Rome 
(who, in requital of his kindnefs, gave his fon Char- 
lemain the empty title of Emperor of Rome, making 
thus the fucceeding Weftern Empire an Image of the 
antient one, Rev. 13, 14, 15.) by which both the 
power of the Lombards, of the Exarchat, and the Em~ 
perors did, as it were, terminate in him. And as the 
Exarchat ended An. 752, fo the Lombards were totally 
expelled Italy a little after, viz. in the year 773. 

Now follows a threefold woe, which makes up 
the fubjett of the three following T rumpets, which are 
therefore called the woe-trumpets, becaufe of the re- 
markablenefs of thefe judgments above the former* 
Therefore, 

The 5 Trumpet, chap. 9-1,2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
20,11. brings forth the fr/i woe. The defcription 
of which is long, and the figures many; fo that I 
cannot be fuppofed to fay much on fo large a head 
here. Let a fhort account fatisfy you. In the tirfl 
place therefore, we are to underftand that no other 
than the Bifhop of Rome can be meant by the Star that 
fell from heaven. For this is the fymbol of the Gof- 
pel-miniftry, chap. \. 20. and agrees not therefore 
with Mahomet. Neither can the place this Star fell 
from, viz. Heaven, which denotes the glorious and 
holy ftate of the Church, agree to any other, than one 
that apoftatizeth from the fervicc of Chrift to the 
fervice of the World and Satan. So that as anrient 
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|fa, 14.12. Babylon is faid to fall from the Heaven of temporal 
glory, as Lucifer or the Morning Star of the Nations : 
fo is the Bifhop of Reme faid to fall from the fpiri- 
iual Heaven of his primitive glory and purity ; being 
degenerated from the firit Angel of Light in the* 
Church, to be the grand Angel of Darknejs : and be- 
coming thus the Prince of incarnate Devils, the Key of 
the bottomlefs Pit (which he and his Followers boaftof 
as the Keys of St. Peter) being put into his hand by 
the old Serpent, for carrying on the black defigns of 
Hell. 2. The dark pitchy Smoak that came out of the 
Pit, upon his opening it, was certainly defigned to fig- 
nify the Ignorance that did then prevail in the world, 
and the grofs and horrid Errors that were fpread abroad 
and vended for Divine Truths by the fottilh Monks, 
that then fwarmcd abroad under various names and 
leaders, and particularly the Idolatry that then began to 
prevail univerfally in the world. For about that 
time, though feveral of the Greek Emperors did ftif- 
fly oppofe Image-Worfhip, yet the Popes did at 
0 length prevail, though multitudes on both fides loft 
their lives in this quarrel. 3. The Locujis that came 
out of this Smoak were the Saracens, that followed 
Mahomet, who compiled the model of his Religion, 
by the help of Jews and Chrijlian Heretics, efpecially 
of Sergius a Nejlorian Monk, whom * the Arabian and 
lurkijh writers call Bahira. Thefe Arabian Locrjis 
(whofe Hegyra or Mra is dated from Mahomet* s-Jiigbt 
from Mecca, Ann. Dom. 622, a little alter the Pope 
got the title ofUniverfal Bijhop, An. D. 606) did in a 
little time fo increafe, that they conquered or over- 
run a great many countries in a very little time. For 
they overflowed Perfa, Syria, Egypt, Pale/line and 
other places about the year 729. They extended their 
arms into India, An. 643, and into Spam An. 711, 
and ravaged feveral parts of France from An. D. 721 

to 
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to the year 726, till they were routed at length with 
a great fiaughter by Charles Martel y about the year 
728. However they continued after that to be a 
fcourge to the Chnftians, efpecially under the reign 
of the great AimanZor, until about the year 772, 
when * the Tmks began to grow famous. So that 
the five months or 150 years, w herein they tormented 
the Chriltians (though they had no power to deflroy 
their empire) was from 622 to 772. But we mult 
not imagine that thefe Five Months of Years are the 
period of this Trumpet. For this mult be reckoned 
from 758 to Ann. Dom. 1067, or thereabouts, when 
Tangro/ipix the Turk put an end to the Saracen 
Empire by conquering the Caliph of Perfia. Now 
therefore, in the 4 place (to pafs by the other things 
obfervable in this Saracen Woe-trumpet) let it be 
confidered that as the Apojlate Bi/bop of Rome is call- 
ed the Angel or Meffenger of the bottomlefs Pit ; fo 
Mahomet the King and Prophet of thefe SaraCen Locufis 
is called Abaddon or Apo/lyon, V. 1 1. i. e. a Dejlroyer, 
as carrying on his religion by fword and violence : 
from whence his locufl followers are faid V. 10. to have 
flings like fcorpions, by which they poifoned the fouls 
of men, if they did at all fpare their bodies; forthey 
were, in other refpedts, fwift and firong as bor/es, and 
had faces like men in their reafoningas well as fighting 
for their fu perflation, adorned zvi/ l% hair like women; 
appearing foft, and infinuating at fii \ view, though 
armed with lions teeth, as being fierce ;d cruel. By 
reafon of which qualifications they £ot many victo- 
ries, and are therefore i Tfentcd as crowned with 
crowns of Gold, V. 7, 8, 9, But upon the whole 
matter this Trumpet , as it iu. ^ofes the rife of the 
Saracen empire, from the JEv<x ot the Hegyra 622; 
and the begun rife of the Pope from the year 606 or 
608 : fo after 5 months or j 50 years, 12 e. to the 

year 
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year 1 772, the Saracen preparations continued, and 
the Papal from 606 or 608 to 756 or 758. So tha* 
the duration of this begins with Ann. Dom.y^S, and 
expires, in relation to that part of it that concerns 
the Saracens, about the year 1060. But in as for as 
it relates to the Pop fh Antichrillian party, it is con- 
tinued down through the next Trumper and the laft 
both. But feeing. the Saracens are brought in here as 
a fiourgc to the worfhippcrs of the Bead:, the Turks 
fuccecriing them in this work, therefore the Trum- 
pet is (ieiv>rnnated from this vifible Rene of affairs, 
and . : ,.iuii accordingly fuppofe that it ends with 
them. 

The 6 Trumpet therefore, which is called the 

Second IVor, brings in the Turks upon the flage of the 
R>mnn empire : w ho are reprefented as Four Angels 
or M flengers of Judgment, chap. 13. 13, 14, 15, &c. 
w hicii were bjind on the other fide of the river Euphra- 
tes for a time ; but are now let loofe to pafs that ri- 
ver and make their inroads into the Roman empire, 
and to eredt themfelves into a monarchy upon the 
ruins of it. Now they are called Four Angels, becaufe 
they were then divided into Four Sultanies or Princi- 
palities, as their AmbalTadors told the Emperor 
Juftin, in the year 570, as is related by one of the 
Byzantine hiftorians, and taken notice of by all 
writers * on this head. For at their remarkable 
pafltng the river Euphrates, they were under the 
command of Solyman Shahum ai?d his three fons ; and 
when he was drowned in the paffage, they brought 
themfelves under four other captains, viz. Otrogules 
and his three Jons ; of whom one was the famous Otto- 
man, who a littlt :Jcer laid the foundations of that 
great empire, over which his family keeps the fcep- 
ter to this day. They are defcribed as ho*femen % for 
fb they generally were, fighting on horfeb^cly for the 

moft 
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rnoft part, of which the horfe's tail is ftill a monu- 
ment, being uted as their chief enlign of honour and 
command. Their number was prodigious, and 
might be at that time perhaps exadtly two hundred 
thou/and thou/and, as it feemsto be here afierted : for 
they feldom fent out an army of fewer than a thou- 
fand thoufand fighting men at once. Their polijhed 
bteaft-plates repre/ented fire, when (hone upon by the 
Sun : and their horfes are /aid to be tike lions for fierce- 
nefs. And feeing fire-arms began then to be ufed in 
war (of which they had great ftore, together wirh 
cannon of prodigious bignefs, which did facilitate 
their taking of cities, and particularly Con/fantinop/e) 
their fhooting thefe on horfeback is represented as if 
the fire and /moke and brimftone had come out 0/ their 
horfes mouths, their pieces being difcharged over their 
heads. With thefe they killed the bodies of men, 
and with their tails, uh 'uhhad heads a!/o, they killed 
the fouls of thofe poor creatures that were ftung or 
bit with their poifonous do6tnnes : infomuch, that the 
third part 0/ men, i.e. the third part of the antient 
Roman Empire (viz. that part which fell to Conftan- 
tius, when Con/tantine divided the whole among his 
three /ons) was deftroyed and conquered by them. 
Now if we inquire into the time of this Trumpet, 
we ha* e an exact calculation given of it. For they 
are faid to be prepared for an hour, and a day, and a 
month, and a year : an hour being ever ufed indefinitely 
in this book for a /ea/en or period of time, we are ac- 
cordingly to take it here. But days, years, and months 
•being ufed definitely always, we muft likewife inter- 
pret them fo her. alio. So that the fenfe of the 
place is, that the Turks were lo/d from Euphrates, 
as being prepared in/lruments in the hand of God, /or the 
ruin 0/ the Grecian empire, /or a certain hour or/ea/on: 
even for a day, and a month, and a year. For in that 
period of time they deftroved the iZaftern Empire. 
For a prophetical year being 360, and a month 30 ; 

thefe 
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thefe with the addition of one more make up the pe- 
riod of 391 years. Now we took notice before, that 
in or about the year 1067, t e. 1062 of prophetical 
reckoning, Tangrolipix erected the Turkifli Empire up- 
on the ruins of that of the Saracens. From thence, 
therefore, if we compute the 391 years, we are led 
down to the year 1458, according to our ordinary 
computation ; but according to prophetical reckon- 
ing, to the remarkable year 1453, when Mahomet 
the Great took Conflantinople, and fo eredted his own 
empire upon the ruins of the Grecian. For as it is 
very remarkable that John does not make the period 
of 391 years to be the whole duration of the Turkifh 
empire, but only it's preparation for after-adtion 
from it's firji rife to it's highefi exaltation ; fo we fee 
how exactly this is fulfilled in the event; which 
therefore I hope is no unedifying ipeculation. 

Novv feeing there is a remarkable ftop and void, 
as it were, between the end of the 6th Trumpet and 
the beginning of the 7/6, which is filled up with the 
account of the flaying of the witnejfes, in chap. 11. I 
do humbly conceive, that whatever particular 
flaughters of the faints were before or may be after- 
wards, the great (laughter mull have been during that 
imerval of time. For this could not be during the 
height of the two former zvoes upon Antichriji and his 
followers. And much lefs can it be fuppofed to be 
after the found of the feventh Trumpet, and while 
God's lalt plagues upon the Bcaft are a pouring out. 
I do therefore reckon, that the witnejfes who prophe- 
fled in fackcloth from the beginning of Papal fuper-. 
ftitions, were the honed Piedmontois, Albigenfts y and 
Waldenfes ; w ho were flain at length, after they had 
flood the fnock of all former attacks, particularly 
that of Simon Montfort with his 500,000 Croiffades, 
whom Innocent the 3d diverted from the Saracen War, 
in order to extirpate that good people, about the 
year 1 200.. Now the flaying of thefe witaeffes began 
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in the year 1416, when John Hufs, and afterwards 
Jerom of Prague, were burnt, but came not to its 
height until the Bohemian Calixlines complied with 
the council of Bafil, An. 1434, after which the 
faithful Taborites were totally ruined, as well as 
their brethren in Piedmont, France^ &c. which hap- 
pened about the year 149 2. For they being de- 
stroyed, the Calixlines were no better than the dead 
car cafes (as they are called, v. 8.) or corps of the 
former living witnejjes ; over which the Popifh 
party did triumph: for they looked upon them as 
fanding trophies of their vittory, and therefore did not 
think fit to kill them further, or bury them out of 
their fight. For it is faid, v. 7, 8, that after they 
had finifhed their tcftimony, the Beaft did make war 
upon them, mi utcoktevzi uvtsq mi ra ^Ico^tci ccvlwv* &C. he 
killed them and their corps alfo (for the additional 
words in our verfion, Jhall ly, are not the original, \ 
and do but mar the fenfe) or their bodies (for fome 
readings have it cuparrct ) in the jlreet of the great 
city, i. e. in Bohemia, one flreet of the Papal domi- 
nions, or the great city Rome, in a large fenfe. For 
I find that towards the end of the fifteenth century 
the witnejfes were in a manner wholly extindt. 
For * Comenius tells us, that about the year 1467 the 
JValdenfes in Aujlria and Moravia had complied fo 
far, as to difiemble their religion, and turn to popery 
in profeflion and outward compliance. t The 
Taborites in the mean time, upon their refilling to 
do fo, were fo deftroyed, that it was much that fe- 
venty of them could get together, to confult about 
continuing their Church, and about finding out 
fome qualified perfon to be their minifier, for they 
had none left, An. 1467. And fo low was the 
Church of Chrift then, that when the hidden re- 
mains of the Taborites (who were called Speculani 
from their lurking in dens and caves) fent out four 

F men 

♦ Hift. Per/. Eccl. Bohem.Gh. ao. Sett. 4,5. page 70, 71. 
t Ibid. ' Ch. 20. Sett. ,J. 
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men (as the fame author relates in another * book) 
to travel one through Greece and the Eajl, another 
to Rujjia and the Norih, a third to Thrace, Bulgaria, 
and the neighbouring places, and a fourth to Afia, 
Palejline and Egypt : they did all indeed fafely re- 
turn to their brethren, but with forrowful news, 
that they found no Church of Chrift, that was pure, 
or free from the groffeft errors, fuperftition and 
idolatry. This was in the year 1497. And when 
they fent two of their number two years afterwards, 
i*JK Luke Prague and Thomas German, to go into 
Italy, France, and other places, to fee if there were 
any of the Old IValdenfes left alive; they returned 
with the fame melancholy news as the former had 
done, that they could neither find nor hear of any 
remaining: only they were informed of the mar- 
tyrdom of Savanarolla (who fuffercd in the year 
1498) and they were told of fome few remains of the 
Piemontois, that were fcattered and hid among the 
Alps, but nobody knew where. Now a few years 
after this even the fezv remains. . of the Taborites 
were found out and perfecuted, hardly any efcaping: 
fo that MlQ 1 5 10, fix fuffered together publicly, 
and the year following, that famous martyr Andreas 
Palhvlca, who I think was the laft of that period. 
From whofe death, in the end of the year I5H> 
or beginning of 1512, to the dawning of the re- 
formation by the ftrft preaching of Carolajladius and 
Zvinglius, (who appeared at lea ft a year before Lu- 
ther, as f Hoitinger and others tell us) there was only 
about three years and a half, w hich anfwers as near 
as can be, to the three days and a half of the un- 
buried ftate of the witnefles. So that the fpirit's 
entering into the witnefes v. 11. began with the year 
1 51 6, if not the year before, though this appeared 
moft remarkably when Luther oppofed the Pope 

pub- 

•Commamus in hhjlort hijtu-y of the Bohemian a>urcb,frtfaz& to his Exharta^ 
ticrt to the Chunk of Rutland, Scd. bb. pj^c 40 

f Wjt. Re/orh:. vol. \j > 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



RISE AND FALL OF PAPACY. 43 

publicly, An. 15 17. There were not only en- 
livened, but (to explain the words of John v. 11. 
a little further) they rofc up upon /heir feet, An. 
1529, when fo many princes and free cities in Ger- 
many protefted agalnft the Ediil cf IVorms and 
Spire, and fo got the name of Protcfianls. They 
beard a voice from Heaven, faying, v. 12. a fiend 
hither, i. e. to power and peace ; when Maurice of 
Saxony beat the Emperor Charles, An. 1552. And 
accordingly they did after thatafcend to the Hea- 
ven of honour, reft, and fecuriiy, as if they had 
been zvafied tip ly a cloud, and that in the fight even 
cf their enemies ; when the Proteftant religion was 
eftablifhed and legally fettled and allowed of, in the 
year 1555, which was continued and confirmed by 
Maximilian and Rudolph afterwards. In whofc 
days the Church began to be fettled in feveral other 
countries, viz. in England, Scotland, Denmark, 
Swede/and, Switzerland, and the Loiv . Countries. Now 
it is obfervable that in this period of time, when the 
witncfTes finiflied their teftimony, or were about to 
do fo, the Turks took Conjiantinople, An. 1453; which 
I take to be defigned by the earthquake that de- 
flroyed the tenth part of the Roman dominions, v. 13 ; 
for the Grecian empire was reduced before that, 
from being the third part of that empire, to be the 
tenth part only. So that Mahomet's prevailing over 
the Greek Church, and the Pope's ccrnquefts over the 
IVejlern Chr'ijlians, was much about a time, and 
therefore faid to be in the fame hair or period of 
time, i. e. before the fixth trumpet ended, and be- 
fore the feventh began : for the Jixth trumpet is the 
hour of the Turkifh woe. And indeed their triumph 
was much of the fame kind alfo. For as the Pap/jls 
triumphed only over the dead bodies of the ivitntffes, 
i. e. over the Calixti?;es, (who were no longer living 
witnefTcs, the Taborites being all gone, and having 
overcome their enemies by their blood and the word of 
their tejlimony) fo the Turkijh triumph was only over 
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Jeven thoufand names of men, i. e. over the remaining 
Eaftern Cbri/lians, who were fo degenerated in all 
refpeCts, that they were only names or Jbadows of 
true Chrijiians. Only wereas the Grecians did yet 
own themfelves to be the fame in profeflion with 
their anceftois, and fo where the fame with them as 
to name, the Calixtines were even debarred that 
privilege. 

Thefe things being therefore confidered (which 
I could eafil enlarge upon, were I not confined at 
this time) I think it is abundantly plain, that the 
great Jlaugbter of the witneffes mull have been pre- 
cifcly at the time I have mentioned. For it could 
not be till Anlichriji was at his higheft pitch of power 
and grandeur which was not before this time. And 
it was not poffible that it fhould be after the feventh 
trumpet founded, and the vials began to be poured 
but : feeing the witneffes were not only rjfen then, 
but were the injhuments of this laft and greateft 
w r oe to the worfhippcrs of the Bead; And there-* 
fore we find, chap. tr. v. 14, 15. &c. that asfoon 
as the zvitnejjes arcfe, the 2d woe ended, and the 3d 
commenced in the begun exaltation of the faints and 
fervants of God. And it is to me altogether incon- 
ceivable, that the witnefies fhould be rifen, and the 
' Antichrirtian intereft decline; and yet that the 
witneffes fhould be entirely cutoff during fuch a 
period. So that I am aimoft bold, on this head t 
^(though I am refclved to propofe my apocalypti- 
cal thoughts only by way of probable conjecture) 
to affirm that it is impoffible, morally fpeaking, 
that the witnelles can ever be fo entirely fl&in, as 
they have been before, whatever particular and 
provincial perlccutions they may be under for a 
time, and whatever formidable appearances there 
may be againft the Proteftant intereft every where. 

Againft this afTertion 1 can forefee no objection 
of moment, excepting one ; and this is, That feeing 
the witneffes are [aid to prophtfy all the 1260 days 
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of the Beaf's reign in fackcloth, and to be Jlain only 
when tbey have finijhed their tefiimony, v. 3, 7. // 
fcems therefore very frame to fay that they fhall be 
fain during the time of their 1260 days or years pro- 
phecy, and fo long before the end of them. To which 
I anfwer, that in the 3d verfe there are two things 
fpoken of, with refpect to the oppofcrs of Anti- 
chrift. The firft is, that they are called witneffes 
or martyrs, againft the abominations of that enemy* 
And the fecond is, that they are faid to preach or 
prophefy againft that interclt. Now it is only in 
the fecond fenfe that they are fpoken of in relation to 
the whole 1260 days. So that, though the ipctpeTeia 
or witnefs-bearing of the faints continue, in a large 
and general fenfe, for 1260 years (and that for the 
moft part in fackcloth, becaufe of the conftant 
troubles they meet with from that rtfiiefs enemy} 
yet their fj.uprvpia, or witnefs leaving by martyrdom 
and fufferings, in a ftricft and proper fenfe, relates 
only to the time of their low and obfeure ftate du- 
ring the rage of the Papifts, before the founding of 
the feventh trumpet. Now it is not faid (though 
perhaps this was never taken notice of before) that 
the witnclfes were killed after their whole pro- 
phecy or preaching was over, or after the 1260 
days were run out; but only that afier their ^uprvpiu, 
or teftimony for Chrift by fffering was over, that 
then, I fay, they zvere unicerfilly fain and eut off, 
v. 7. Now, though there have been many perfec- 
tions fince the reformation, and the founding of the 
feventh trumpet, yet they were never univerfal 
ones. Belides, that the difference is great between 
the witnefles before and fince that time, in this re- 
fpedl : for fince Luther's appearing, our religion has 
been eflablilhed publicly in feveral nations, and au- 
thorized by law, in oppofition to Popery, which it 
never was before. But to proceed. 

The 7 Trumpet founds, chap 11. 14, &c. im_ 
4 mediatey 
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mediately upon the end of the 6th, i. e. upon the 
rifing of the witnefles. Now as the 13 and 14 
chapters are but further reprefentations of the ftate 
of affairs under the fx trumpets preceding^ relating 
to the condition both of the Church and Antichrif- 
tian party : fo the 1 5 and 1 6 chapters are prelimi* 
nary to the period of the feven Vials being poured out 
upon the Papacy and it's dominions. Of which 
yifions I have a great many things to fay ; but I 
muft curb myfelf now, left I prove too tedious. I fhall 
therefore only put you in mind of what I hinted 
before, that the 7th trumpet comprehends the 
Seven Vials. For thefe are but the parts of it, 
which gradually deftroy the Papal intcreft, which 
had increafed under the former trumpets. As 
therefore this period brings in reformation, and by 
various feps makes the kingdoms of the world (which 
before were under Antichnft) to change fb far and 
fo wonderfully as to become the kingdoms of God and 
Chrijty chap. 11. 14, &c. fo after a general but 
glorious account of the ftate of the Church from the 
reformation, chap. 14. and a general account of the 
Vials to be poured out on the Popifh party during 
the fame period, chap. 15. we have a diftindt ac- 
count of the pouring out of thefe Seven Finis, chap. 
16. in obedience to the grtat Voice out of the Tem- 
ple, v. 1. which is but a repetition of the founding 
of the Seventh Trumpet , chap. 1 1. 14. under a new 
reprefentation of it. 

The third and lajl Septenary, therefore, is that 
of the Vials , or laft plagues and judgments upon 
Rome Papal: which, as far as I can, I lhall explain, 
by a diftincl account of fuch of them, as I reckon 
to be fulfilled, and by fome few conjectures upon 
the remaining ones. 

But before I proceed to the particular consi- 
deration of thefe, there are two things, which I 
would premife. The 1 is, that as' the Trumpets 
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did raifc Antichrifl up, and the Vials muft pull him 
down: fo there is a wonderful relation that the laji 
bear to the former, efpecially the four tirjl ones. 
For the jujl trumpet and Jirji Vial bring Judgments 
on the Earth, the Jecond "Trumpet and Vial on the 
Sea, the third Trumpet and Vial on the Riven, and 
the fourth T rumpet and Vial on the Sun. The 2 is 
this : that feeing the Vials do fuppofe a ftruggle and 
war between the Popifo and Reformed Parties ; 
every Vial is to be looked upon, as the event and 
conclufion of fome new periodical attack of that 
firft party upon this other : the ijfue of which proves 
at length favourable to the latter againft xhc former. 
Which, feeing it is the mofl noble and remarkable part 
of the period that the Vial relates to, is therefore 
that vjhich denominates the period itfelf ; even as the 
conquejl of Pompey by Ccefar, and of Antony by Au- 
gufius, fuppofe their wars before, and give the de- 
nomination to their governments. Thefe things being 
premifed, I now proceed. 

The 1 Vial, which foil upon the earth, to the 
tormenting of the fubjecis of the Beaji, chap. 16. 2. 
doth denote God's judgments upon the foundation of 
the Papal power ; the earth being that on w hich 
we walk and build our houfes, and out of whole 
womb we are maintained. So that by this I under- 
Hand the Popijh Clergy and the Papal dominions and 
revenues, as they are upheld by them. This there- 
fore began with the reformation, and continued un~.. 
til the time that the Popi/b fadors and trumpery 
were thrown out of as many countries of Europe as 
embraced the reformation. And we may eafily 
conceive what a mortification this was to tha^ 
party, when the pretended fandtiry of their Priefis, 
Monks, and Nuns, was found to be mere cheat, and 
their miracles nothing clfe but Lies or Legerdemain ; 
and when their talcs of purgatory were expofed to 
public contempt^ and their pardons and indulgence* 
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would fell no longer: and confcquently when the Pope, 
and his red-hatted and mitred officers faw themfelves 
driven out of fo great part of their dominions, 
their feminaries for breeding their motley Joldiers of 
all denominations and orders pulled down, and fo 
much of their yearly revenues loft. Whence they are 
faid to fall under a noifome and grievous eXxog, ulcer 
or fore; being this way pained and vexed inwardly, 
and rendered contemptible to the whole world, that 
looked upon them as no better than vermin, and 
the plagues of mankind. So that this Vial began 
with the rife of Zuinglius and Luther, and the 
other reformer s> in the year 151 6, and 15 17, and con- 
tinued to the year 1566, i.e. about forty years : for 
againft that time all the reformed churches were fet- 
tled and publifhed their creeds and confejfions againft 
Rome, in oppofition to the determinations of the 
Popifh Council of Trent, publifhed An. 1563, and 
the Creed of Pope Pius the 4th, which added 12 
Antichriftian articles to the 12 primitive chriftian 
ones, which was put out, A. C. 1564. 

The 2 Vial, vcr. 3, muft therefore begin where 
the other ended, as to the period of time that com- 
mences from thence. Now I find that in the year 
1566, the zxars between the King of Spain and the 
States of the Netherlands began, when the latter got 
the nickname of Geufe. And though the Spaniards 
were often victorious at firft, yet they were at length 
forced to declare them free fates. *lt was then that 
the fea became blood to the Rcmanifls, their votaries 
being miferably defeated in their expectations. For 
after their cruelties under the Duke of Alva in the 
Low Countries, and their mtijfacrts of the Protef- 
tants in France, and other places, the fcent was 
changed very quickly. So that A. C. 1588, the Spa- 
niards loft their vaft Armadc > and did ever after de- 
-cline in their power. And the Duke of Guife, the 
inveterate enemy of the Proteftants, was killed the 
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fame year. And A. C. 1598, died Philip the 2d of 
Spain, being eaten up of lice ; the ediff of Nants 
being given out the fame year in France in favour of 
the Proteftants. So that as the reformed interejl was 
in peace every where, and conquered in Holland and 
England; the Popijh parly on the other hand faw 
Spain, the late terror of the Proteftants, brought to 
a languiftiing condition, and all their allies weary 
of wars and perfections. And as in the year 1609, 
the /mr w as made between the Spaniards and the 
Dutch; fo the war, though renewed and carried on 
afterwards, became languid and faint, fo as hardly 
to be felt or minded by either party, efpecially the 
Dutch, who were for the molt part victorious and fuc~ 
cefsful. So that, as the period of this Vial began 
An. 1566, fo we may reckon it continued about fifty 
years, viz. to the year 1617; feeing we fliall find 
that the third Vial did begin then. For 

The 3 Vial, v. 4, 5, 6, 7, was poured out upon 
the rivers and fountains of water, or thofe territories of 
the Papacy which were as neccjfary to it as rivers and 
fountains are to a country, being, as it were, the former 
Vial continued, as to the kind of the plague. For as 
the former deftroyed the living creatures or living fouls 
that were in or upon the fca, viz. the Spaniards, the 
great mariners ot the world at that time, as to their 
marine power; who after the year 1588, loft their 
former fovereignty of the feas, to the Englifh and 
Dutch: fo this latter plague mikes it difficult for the 
Popifh party to fubfift and keep their ground even ia 
the inland country and feveral dominions of Germany, 
and the neighbouring places. For in the year 1617, 
Ferdinand being forced upon the Bohemians by the 
Emperor Matthias, and crowned king; the founda- 
tion of new quarrels w as laid this way. For a little 
while after another mod bloody religious war enfued, 
which fhook all the empire, and frightened Europe. 
And though the Proteftants loft Bohemia, the Palati- 
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nate in parr, and were driven out of Moravia^ Aujlria, 
and Silejia at this time, and were not only perfecuted 
in many places, but like to be extirpated and rooted 
out univerfally : yet the tide turned all on a fudden. 
For after the Emperor had ruled Germany with a ve- 
teran army, for a confiderable time ; Gujlavus Adol- 
phus enters Germany in the year 163a, and conquers 
every where. And though he was killed about two 
years after, yet his army continued victorious ; until 
at length all things were accommodated at the Peace 
of Munjler> A. C. 1648, w ith which therefore the 
period of the 3d Vial mull befuppofed to end, which 
confifts of 31 years. Now as this began with perfe- 
ctions agamft, and cruelties upon the Proteftants ; 
fo at length the Angel of the zvaters is heard to give 
thanks for making the Papifts drink of their own blood at 
lajl. Which fong of praife another Angel falls in with, 
and fays Amen to. All which feems to denote the 
joy both of the Protejlant State and Church upon the 
fuccefs of the Swedijh Arms againlt the Emperor. 

The 4 Vial comes now to be confidered. And 
as this is poured out upon the Sun of the Papal king- 
dom, v. 8 ; lb the efi'ed of it is mens being fcorched or 
burned with jire, which yet does not make them turn to 
God, but blafpheme his name the more, as we may fee, 
v. 9. Now as this Vial muft begin uhere the other 
ends, viz. at or a little after the year 1648; fo I 
cannot fee but it muft denote the wars that followed 
the Peace of Munficr, with other incidental occurrences. 
Now we find that the French hojiilities and wars in 
Flanders began about this time. And though this 
fire feemed to be quenched by the Pyrcncan Peace* 
about ten years after that of Munjier ; yet this proved 
rather fuel to the flame, which broke out with more 
violence than before, by the feizure of Lorrain, the 
nczv conquefls of the French in Burgundy and Flanders, 
and the wars upon Germany, and invafion on the Low 
Countries. To which we may add the French Kings 
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quarrels with feveral Popes, about the reftitution of 
Cajlro, the rights of the Duke of Modena, the affair 
of Corf, and about the Regale and the Franchifes. 
Now feeing the bombarding of towns and cities was 
chiefly made ufe of in thefe later wars, we may fee 
how properly the Jcotching or burning men from above 
(as if the fun had fent down fire and heat from his 
own body) is made ufe of to chara£leri%e the time of 
this Vial. But the chief thing to be taken notice of 
here, is, that the fun and other luminaries of heaven, 
are the emblem of princes and kingdoms , as we took 
notice before. Therefore the pouring out of this 
Vial on the Sun muft denote the humiliation of fome 
eminent Potentates of the Romijh intereft, whofe in- 
fluences and countenance cheriih and fupport the 
Papal caufe. And theie therefore muft be principally 
under flood of the Houfes of Aujlria and Bourbon, 
though not excluflvely of other Popiih princes. Now 
it is not unufual with God to make his enemies crufh 
and weaken one another. And thus I fuppofe this 
Vial is to be underftood, when it is faid, that upon 
the pouring of it out on the fun, pdwer was given to 
him, i. e. the fun, (as moft underfland the words from 
the connection) to fcorch men with jire. And this is 
plain in what of the Vial is fulfilled, and w ill be per- 
haps more fo afterwards. As therefore France was 
made ufe of, in the inftanccs given, to vex and fcorch 
the Aujlrian family, in both branches of it ; fo after- 
wards was he himfelf tormented, when he faw him-r 
fclf forced to leave Holland, which he was fo near 
furprifing, An. 1672; and efpecially when he wa* 
forced to refign all his cona A uefts in Flanders, by the 
late Peace of Reyfwick. It is true, he feems now ta 
have got more glory than ever, by the acceflion of his 
grandfon to the Spanijh Monarchy : But then this is 
by an eclipfe upon the Aujlrian family , which is expired 
in the firft branch of it. And who knows but this 
advancement may lay the foundation of the ruin or 
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decay of the French Power y by exhaufling that King- 
dom, both as to men and money, in defence of a 
weak monarchy? In the mean time, we fee this Vial 
has already taken place, in darkening the glory of 
King James (whom the Papifts expected new con- 
quers from) by the hind of King William : by 
whom alio God put a ftop to the career of the 
French Monarch in his conquefts in Flanders, and on 
the Rhine. And we fee it further poured out, in the 
eclipfe of the Auftrian family, by the lofs of Spain 
and it's dependent Principalities, as alio in defeat- 
ing the wicked defigns of the three confederate 
mennrchs, of Poland, Denmark, and Riffia. 

And now, feeing I have marked out the time 
we are in at prefent, it is time alio to put a ftop to 
our Apocalyptical thought? ; feeing no man can pre- 
tend upon any jufi grounds, to calculate future 
times. However, feeing I have come fo far, 1 fhall 
adventure to prcfent you further with fome conjectu- 
ral thoughts on this head ; for I am far from the pre- 
fumption of fome men, to give them any higher 
charader. 

Now my conjectures {hall relate to tzvo things, 
viz. to the remaining part of this Vial, and to the other 
Vials that follow this. 

And, i . as to the remaining pari of this Vial, I do 
humbly fuppofe that it will come to it's higheft pitch 
about An. 1717, and that it will run out about the 
year 1794. The regions for the hrft conjecture are 
two. The firrt is, becaufe 1 find that the Papal king- 
dom got a conliderable acceffion to it's power, upon 
the Roman IVejiern Empire s being deftroyed An. 475, 
to which the Heruli fucceeded the year following, 
and the Oftro-Goths afterward. Now if from this re- 
markable year we begin the calculation of the 1 260 
years, they lead us down to A. C. 1735, which in 
prophetical account is this very year 1 7 1 7. The 2. 
is, becaufe (as I haye many years ago obferved) this 
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year leads us down to a new centenary revolution: for 
is it not obfervable that John Hufs and Jerom of 
Prague (to run this up no further) were burned An. 
1417? Alter which the true religion in Bohemia, 
and other places, was more and more obicured and 
fuppreffed, until that famous year 15 17, when Lu- 
ther arofe, and gave the reformation a new refur- 
redtion : according to that remarkable prediction of 
Jerom of Prague, Centum annis revolulis Deo re/pon- 
debitis 6? mibi ; which the Bohemians afterwards 
ftamped upon their coin as their motto. From which 
year the reformed interefl: did ftill increafe (whatever 
particular flops and troubles it met with) till the 
year 16 17 ; about which time the German and Bohe- 
mian wars began to break cut. And it is but too 
obvious, w hat an ebb hath followed fince that time 
to this, notwithftanding the pouring out of the fe- 
cond, third, and fourth Vials. So that there is ground 
to hope, that about the beginning of another fuch 
century, things may again alter for the better : for I 
cannot but hope that fome new mortification of the 
chief 'Jupporters of Anlichnfl will then happen; and 
perhaps the French Monarchy may begin to be con- 
iiderably humbled about that time : that whereas 
the preient French King takes the fun for his emblem, 
and this for his motto, Nec pluribus impar, he may at 
length, or rather his fucceifors, and the Monarchy 
itfelf (at leaft before the year 1794) be forced to 
acknowledge, that (in refpeft to neighbouring po- 
tentates) he is even fingulis impar. 

But as to the expiration of this Vial, I do fear it 
will not be until the year 1794. The reafon of 
which conjedure is this ; that 1 find the Pope got a 
new foundation of exaltation, when Jufiinian, upon 
his conquert of Italy, left it in a great meafure to the 
Pope' s management y being willing to eclipfe his own 
authority, to advance that of this haughty prelate. 
Now this being in the year 552 ; this, by the addi- 
tion 
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tion of the 1620 years, reaches down to the year 
1 8 1 1 ; which, according to prophetical account, is 
the year 1794. And then I do fuppofe the fourth 
Vial will end, and the fifth commence, by a new 
mortification of the Papacy, after this Vial has lafted 
148 years : which indeed is long, in comparifon 
with the former Vials ; but if it be confidered in 
relation to the fourth, fifth, and fixtb Trumpets, it is 
but fhort, feeing the fourth lafted 190 years, the 
fifth 302, and the fixtb 393. 

And now, my friends, I may be well excufed, 
if I venture no further, in giving you any more con- 
jeflural thoughts upon this prefent period of time. 
But feeing I pretend to give my fpecula/ions, of what 
is future, no higher character than gueffes, I (hall ftill 
venture to add fomething to what I have already 
faid. Therefore be pleafed, 1. To call to mind, 
what I premifed to the confideration of the feven 
Vials, as the 2d preliminary , viz. that feeing the Vials 
do (all of them) fuppofe a jlruggle or war between the 
Popifh and Reformed parties ; every Vial is to be 
looked upon, as the event and conclusion of fome new 
periodical attack of that firft parly upon this other - the 
iffue of which proves at length favourable to the latter 
again]} the former. For if this be duly confidered, 
it will let us fee, that great declining of the Proteflant 
interejl for fome time, and great and formidable ad- 
vances and new degrees of increafe in the Romijh party , 
are very conliftent with the ftate of both thefe oppo- 
ftte interejls under the Vials. For, as Rome Pagan 
was gradually ruined under the Seals, under many of 
which it feemed to increafe to outward obfervation, 
^nd to become more rampant than before, when yet 
it was indeed declining; fo muft we fuppofe it will 
be with Rome Papal. For monarchies as they rife 
gradually and infenfibly, fo do they wear out fo 
likewife. And therefore we muft not entertain fuch 
chimerical notions of the fall of the Papacy, as if it 
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were to be accompliftied fpeedily or miraculoufly, as 
many have done. For as it rofe infenfibly, and 
Itep by ftep, fo muft it fall in like manner. 

But to illurtrate this further, as to what of the 
Vials is yet unfulfilled, by what is part ; let us look 
back on the two preceding Vials. The 2d Vial 
therefore began with a formidable attack upon the 
Proteftants by the growth of the Auftrian family, 
from the year 1566 to the year 1588; during all 
which time the Vial feemed rather to be poured out 
on the Proteftants thanTapifts. But as there muft 
be a war, to denote a victory ; fo it was in this cafe. 
So that the Vial was feen at laft in it's effects upon 
the Auftrian party, from An. 1588 to 1598, and 
afterwards to 1617. For it is with the Church as it 
is with particular Chrifttans, who are often forely 
buffeted by Satan, and fometimes brought even to 
extremities by temptations ; but do ever carry the 
vi&ory at laft. Who would have believed that the 
Chriftian Church was about to triumph over the 
Roman Pagan Empire, when the dreadful perfecution 
under Dioclefian and his collegiate emperors was at it's 
higheft pitch ? But the darkeft time of the night 
u(hers in the dawning of the Church's day, in the 
ufual way of God's providence over the fame. And 
this is very confpicuoufly to be obferved in the period 
of the 3d Vial. Who would have thought that the 
lofs of Bohemia, and the Emperor Ferdinand's ruling 
all Germany with a formidable army, were like to 
iflue in the vi&ories of the Swedijh arms, and the fu- 
ture fecurity of the Protectant intereft through the 
empire and elfcwhere? So that we muft not wonder, 
if for 16 years the Houfe of Bourbon be raifed up to 
be a further terror and fcourge to the world, and to 
Proteftant nations particularly. And, as a confir- 
mation of this conjecture, let it be confidered, in the 
2 place (befides what 1 hinted before on this head) 
jhac it is fomcthing very extraordinary and peculiar 
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in fome fenfe to this Vial, that the fun, upon which it 
is poured out, Jhould yet be made the executor of the 
judgment of it on others, at the fame time that he is tor- 
mtnted with it himfelf So that whofoever is denoted 
by the fun here (as I fuppofe the Ho ufe of Bourbon 
principally is) is made ufe of, as the Devil is, both 
to torment others, and to be tormented himfelf in fo 
doing. And if the King of France therefore be de- 
noted by this principally, I fear he is yet to be made 
ufe of, in the hand of God, as Nebuchadnezzar was of 
old againft the Jezvs, viz. as a further fevere fcourge 
to the Proteftant Churches every where. And, be- 
fides this charadteriftical mark, w hich feems to fore- 
bode his further exaltation and our humiliation; 
there is yet a 3. thing, that I cannot but think upon 
with dread and trembling of heart, viz. that it is 
further faid, that while this fun of the Popifh World is 
running his fatal and dreadful career, and [conking men 
with fire, they are fo far from being bettered by thefe 
judgments, that they go on more and more to blafpheme 
the name of God, who has power over thefe plagues. 
And while this continues to be the ftate of the Pro- 
teftant world, and while atheifm, deifm, focinianifm, 
irreligion, profanenefs, fcepticifm, formality, hatred 
of godlinefs, and a bitter perfecuting fpirit, continue 
and increafe among us; what can we expert but 
new and defolating judgments? For, while we con- 
tinue to walk thus contrary to God, we cannot but ex- 
pert that he Jhould walk contrary to us alfo. It is in 
vain for us to boart of our pri vileges, or plead ex- 
emption from judgments on this account. For where 
there is no national reformation and repentance, na- 
tional fins are like to pull down miferies upon us, fo 
much the fooner and more certainly, that we have 
been fo Angularly and peculiarly privileged. For vvc 
may in this cafe expedt that God will fay to us, as to 
2. the Ifraeliies of old , You have Ifpecially known and chofen 
above all the families or nations of the earthy therefore 
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will I punijh you more certainly and more feverely than 
any other kingdom or nation. And therefore if we go 
on in iin, as we haye hitherto done, let us take heed 
to ourfelves, left vengeance be near. I pray God I 
may be miftaken in my fears; but I am afraid 1 have 
but too juft reafon to turn prophet here, by applying 
to ourfelves what Peter faid to thofe of his time : The 
time is come, that judgment muft begin at the honje of 
God. Though I doalfo conclude with him, that if 1 Pet 4 
it begin at us, dreadful will be the end of our enemies at »7i &*• 
lajl. And if the righteous fcarcely be faved, where 
jhall the ungodly appear ? Wherefore if we be called 
to fuffer for our holy religion, let us do fo according to tbe 
will of God, committing the keeping of our fouls to him 
in well doing, as to a faithful Creator. And I wifh 
my conjecture be not found to be more than a mere 
guefs, that for about 16 years our Romifb enemies may 
prevail more and more. Though how far thefe may 
be lengthened out or fhortened, we can only conjee- 
turally judge of, from the future carriage of the Re- 
formed Churches, under the circumftanccs they may- 
be ftated afterwards. 

If any fay, that theft are melancholy conjec- 
tures, I muft tell them that I cannot help the matter; 
for I muft follow the thread of the text and the afpeti of 
tbe times. If they ajl, but when will the tide turn 
for the Proteftant Church ? I anfwer, when they turn 
more univerfally to God, and no fooner. But if they 
inquire further, whether the Sun of the Popi/b Kingdom 
is not to be eclipfed himlelf at length? I muft pofi- 
tively aflert he will • elfe this Vial were not a judg- 
ment upon him, and the Rom ijh party. But if yet again 
the qutftiou be, when this is to fall out and hozv ? I 
muft tell you, that I have nothing further to add to 
what I have faid, as to the time. But as to the man- 
ner, how this is to be done, our text does lay a founda- 
tion of fome more diftindt thoughts. Therefore, in 
the fourth and laft place, we may juftly fuppofe, that 
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the French Monarchy, after it has fcotched others, will 
itfelfconfume by doing fo; it's fire, and that which 
is the fuel that maintains it, wafting infenfibly; till 
it beexhaufted at laft towards the end of this century, 
as the Spanijfj Monarchy did before, towards the end 
of the iixteenth age. And if we do now heartily 
and unanimoufly enter upon a war againft France* 
with the admittance of allies, and be but vigorous and 
faithful in the profecution of it, fecuring the fourcc 
of money and treafure in the heart of America^ and 
bringing the war into the bowels of a nation, where 
a young monarch is hardly eftablifhed: I fay, if we 
do this, without lofing our opportunities, our peace 
and fecurity may yet be lengthened out. Whereas 
if we fuffer ourfelves to be lulled afleep at this time, 
we may have caufe to lament our not having impro- 
ved our feafon. But feeing I am not called to give 
my advice one way or other, I fhall leave the deter- 
mination of fuch weighty matters to the wifdom of 
national councils. However as my duty is to pray for 
direction unto thefe, fo I earneftly wi(h, that there 
may be nothing to (lop the regular and fecure pro- 
cedure of public matters in this critical jundure; upon 
the wife improvement of which our future liability 
and peace does fo much depend. And now after all 
this, I dclire ye may confult a book I formerly pub- 
lifhed, called the Rod or the Szvord y or the prefent Di- 
lemma of thefe nations. For ye will there fee more 
fully my thoughts of our times, and how the moral 
reaftms given there, taken from the afpeft of our age* 
though preached in 1692, and publilhcd the year 
following, do exadtly agree with my prefent Apoca- 
lyptical thoughts. 

One thing only I fhall further take notice of 
here, upon the occafion of the King of Spain's death; 
that God feems to mark out great things fometimes 
by very minute ones, fuch as Names, E. G. as the 
Spanifh Monarchy began with Charles the 5/6, (as to 
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the Aufirian family) fo it has now expired in one of 
the fame name: which I the rather obferve, becaufe 
of many inftances of the fame kind. Of which num- 
ber take thefe following: Darius the Mede, as Daniel 
calls him ("though Xenophon calls him Cyaxares) the 
Uncle of Cyrus, was the firji Mtdo-Perfian Monarchy 
after the deltrudtion of the Babylonian; and Darius 
Codomannus was the laft. Ptoleineus Lagi began the 
Egyptian kingdom after Alexander's death, and Pto- 
lemeus Dionyjha was the laft of that race. Augujlus 
fixed the Roman Empire, and it ended in Augujiulus. 
The Eaftern Roman Empire was erefted by Conjlan- 
tinethe Great , and expired with Conjlantine Paleologus. 
The Scots race came into England in a James, and has 
gone out again in another of that name. And whe- 
ther William, the Third King of England of that name, 
as well as the Third William Prince of Orange, be likely 
to be the laft both thefe ways, is left to future time to 
unriddle. Only I pray that God may long preferve 
him, and us by him: And may he live to be a fur- 
ther fcourge to France, and a terror to Romanijfs. 

But 2. to proceed with my other conjectures re- 
lating to the remaining Vials : I do further fuppofe 
that 

The 5 Vial, ver. io, 1 1, which is to be poured 
out on the feat of the Beajl, or the dominions that more 
immediately belong to, and depend upon the Roman 
See; that, I fay, this judgment will probably begin 
about the year 1794, and expire about A. C. 1848; 
fo that the duration of it, upon this fuppofition, will 
be the fpace of 54 years, tor I do fuppofe, that 
feeing the Pope received the title of Supreme Bifhop 
no fooner than An. 606, he cannot be fuppofed to 
have any Vial poured upon his feat immediately (fib 
as to ruin his authority fo fignally as this judgment 
muft be fuppofed to do) until the year 1848, which 
is the date of the 1260 years in prophetical account, 
when they arc reckoned from An. 606. But yet we 
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are not to imagine that this Vial will totally defroy 
tbe.Papacy (though it will exceedingly weaken it), for 
we find this ftill in being and alive, when the next 
Viai is poured out. 

The 6 Vial. vcr. 12, Cffr. will be poured out 
upon the Mahometan Antichrift, as the former on 
the Papacy. And feeing the 6 Trumpet brought the 
Turks from beyond Euphrates, from their eroding 
which river they date their rife; this 6 Vial dries up 
their waves, and exhaufts their power, as the means 
and way to prepare and difpoje the Ea/tern Kings and 
kingdoms to renounce their heatheniffj and Mahometan 
errors % in order to their receiving and embracing Chrijli- 
anity 

For I think this is the native import of the Text, 
and not thai the Jews are to be underftood under 
this denomination of the Kings of the Eaji ; which is 
fuch an odd (training of it toferve a turn, as I cannot 
admit of. Now feeing this Vial is to deftroy the 
Turks, we hear of three unclean fpirits like frogs or 
toads , that v\ ere fent out by Satan and the remains of 
the polity and Chun h of Rome, called the Beaft and the 
Falfe Prophet, in order to infinuate upon the Eaftern 
nations, upon their deferting Mahomet anijm, to fall in 
with their idolatrous and fpurious Chrijlianity, rather 
than with the true Reformed dotlrine. And thefe 
tneffengers fliall be lb fuccefsful as to draw thefe 
Eaflern Kings and their fubjeits, and with them the 
grcatett part of mankind, to take part with them. 
So that by the jtfliftance of thefe their agents and mif- 
fwnaries they fhall engage the whole world in fome 
manner, to join with them in rooting out the Saints. 
(And here in a parent he/is Chrift gives a zvatch-word 
to his fervants to be upon their guard in this hour of 
trial, ven 15.) But when the Pope has got himfelf 
at the head of this vaft army, and has brought them 
to the place of battle, called Armageddon (i.e. the 
place where there will be a moft diabolical, cunning, 
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and powerful con/piracy againft Chrift's followers ; 
then immediately doth the Jeventb Angel pour out 
his Vial to their ruin and deftruction. 

The 7 Vial therefore being poured out on the 
air, ver. 17. brings down thundery lightnings bail, 
and forms ; which together with a terrible earth- 
quake deftroys all the Antichriflian nations, and par- 
ticularly Rome or myfiical Babylon. And as Chrifl 
concluded his fufterings on the crofs with this voice, 
// is finijhed; fo the Church's fufterings are con- 
cluded with the voice out of the "Temple of Heaven, 
and from the throne of God and Cbrijl there, faying, // is 
done. And therefore with this doth the bieffed Mil- 
lennium of Chrijl's fpiritual reign on earth begirt; of 
which, and what may be fuppofed to follow, \ie took 
fome notice above. 

Now feeing thefe two Vials are, as it were, one 
continued, the jirfi running into the fecond, and the 
fecond compleating the firjl ; the one giving us an 
account of the Beaft's preparations for warring 
againft the faints, and the other fhewing the event of 
the whole: there is no need to give you any conjec- 
tures about the conclufion of the 6 Vial, or the be- 
ginning of the lafl ; only you may obferve, that the 
fir/I of thefe will probably take up mod of the 
time between the year 1 848, and the year 2COO; 
becaufe fuch long mr/fages and intrigues (befides the 
time fpent before in deftroying the Turkifb Em- 
pire) and preparations for fo univerfal a war, muft 
needs take up a great many years : whereas our bief- 
fed Lord feems to tell us, that the deftrudion of ail 
thofe his enemies will b& accomplifhed fpeedily, 
and in a little time, in comparifon of the other ViaL 
Suppofing then that the Turkifb Monarchy fhould be 
totally deftroyed between 1848, and 1900, we may 
juftly aflign 70 or So years longer to the end of the 
6 Seal, and but 20 or 30 at moft to the lafl. Now 
how great and remarkable this laft deftru£lion of the 
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Papal Antichrift will be, we may guefs by that re- 
presentation of it, cb. 14. 19, 20, where it is fet 
forth under the emblem and charatter of the great 
wine-prefs of the wrath of God (which can refer to 
nothing properly but the event of the 7 Vial, as I 
might fhew at large, had I time). Now thif wine- 
prefs is faid to be trodden without the city (viz. of 
Jerufalem or the Church, feeing this is called the 
City, in fcripture ftile, as Rome is called the Great 
City) in Armageddon, Rev. 16. 16, which may bear 
alluiion to the Valley of Decifion, Joel 3. 2, 12, 14. 
However the greatnefs of this (laughter appears in 
this, that the blood is reprefented to Mow in fuch a 
current as to reach even to the horfe bridles, viz. of 
the fervants of God, employed in this execution: for 
without doubt this relates to what we have, chap. 19. 
14, which 1 befeech you to compare. with this place. 
For ye will find that a large account is given of the 
fall of Babylon, chap. 18. and of the triumph of the 
Church upon her final viclory over this enemy \ chap. 
19. 1, &c. And among other things fpoken of re- 
lating to the battle qnd viftory obtained at Armagtd* 
don, ye have this account of the General and his 
victorious army, v. 11, t$c. And I faw Heaven 
opened, and behold, a zvhiie horfe, and he that fat on 
him was called Faithful and True, — and he zvas 
cloathed with a vejlure dipped in blood, and his name is 
called the Word of God. And the armies which 

were in heaven followed him upon zihite horfes. 

And he treaded the wine-prefs of the fiercenefs and 
zvrath of God. — And I faw the Beafi and the kings 
of the earth and their armies gathered together to 
fight with him that fit on the horfe, and againji his 
army. And the Beaft and the Falfe Prophet were 
taken, — and both were cajl alive into a lake of fire 
burning with brimjhne. And the remnant were 
jlain with the fuord of him that fat upon the horfe, 
which fword proceeded out of his mouth : and all the 
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fozvls were filled zvilh their fiefh. And now to re- 
turn to the rcprcfentation of this (laughter by the 
wine-prefs of blood, chap. 14. 20. it is further faid of 
it, that it flowed to the height of the horfc -bridle s y 

for the fpace or extent of 1600 furlongs. So that 
Armageddon feems to Be denoted here, in the extent 
of it, as the field of battle, which is now tuined into 
a field of blood. Now what place can we imagine 
to be fo properly meant by this as the territory of 
the See of Rome in Italy, which (as Mr. Jofeph 
Mede, who firft made this obfervation, fays J from 
the city of Rome to the furthermoft mouth of the 
river Po and the marfhes of Verona, is extended the 
fpace of 200 Italian miles, that is, exactly 1600 fm* 
longs ; the Italian mile confiding of 8 furlongs. 
Now the Hebrew word Armageddon, or Harma- 
geddon, may be juftly derived from nOTO, which 
iignifies both a malediction or anathema, and a de- 
finition or flaughter, and y\ni, or more fully pfTtfj 
which fignffies an army, or their army. So that both 
the anathema's darted againlt the faints by the Ro- 
vianijls, and their armies made ufe of againft them 
(all which proceeded from Rome Papal) may be here 
alluded to, in the expiration of both their ecdejinfii- 
cal and temporal interejl. So that this conjecture 
upon the name does confirm that other of Mr. Mede, 
that the Stata Delia, Chiefa, or the territory and 
ppflelTion of Italy belonging to the See of Rome, is 
the place called Armageddon, where the final deft ruc- 
tion of Antichriftianifm will be. 

And now, my friends, I have fulfilled my pro- 
jnife to you, in giving you not only a refolution of the 
grand Apocalyprical queftion, When the Papacy began % 
and zvhen we may fuppofe it will end ; but fome coafi- 
derable improvement of ir, with refpedt to the know- 
ledge not only of times pajl, but that particular pe- 
riod we are now under, together with conjetfures (and 
of them, I am fure, new and uncommon) abouc 

future 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



6 4 



A DISCOURSE CONCERNING THE 



future thne. By all which I hope I have given the 
world fuch a key to unlock all the chambers of the 
book of the Revelation, as I hope I may venture to 
fay (if confidered and ufed impartially, judicioufly, 
and diligently) will be found to give fome new 
light to us, in our mental journey through the mazes 
and turnings, and dark pafiages thereof. And had I 
not been fo confined, as ye may fee I have been, I 
might have cleared a great many other dark thing3 
in this prophecy. But, feeing I could not neglect 
this opportunity of prefenting thefe thoughts to the 
world-, as a New-Year and New Age's Gift at once, 
I do therefore hope ye will the more eafily excufe 
what may feem dark or defective in this difcourfe, 
as confidering how much I am ftraitened, not only 
as to the limits of paper that I muft keep to, but of 
time alfo. 

Now, feeing I have already given you a theoreti- 
cal improvement of the qucftion I have prefentcd you 
with a refolution of, all that remains is to bring you 
from /peculations and notions to prafiice ; that your 
thoughts may be feafoned with a ferious and deep 
fenfe of your duty and intereft, that ye may get 
advanrage both by theperufal of my preceding Apoca~ 
lyptical Meditations^ and the following difcourfes : 
that after ye have confidered the duty of improving 
your time (which together with fome other things I 
am now to treat of) ye may make application to your- 
felves of what I have faid concerning God's dwelling 
with men upon the earth, fo as ye yourfrlves may be- 
*2Cor. come temples of the living God; feeing; God hath* 
pro mi fed this privilege to all true Chriflians, faying, 
/ will dzvell in them and walk in them> and I will be 
their God y and they /hall be my people. And when ye have 
thus applied to yourfelves the firfl: of the following 
difcourfes, I hope ye will not reckon it lofl: time to 
confider what I have faid as to the mini fieri a } wcrk % 
efpecially the application^ as to that part of it at leaft, 

which 
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■Which docs immediately relate to you and all Chrif- 
tians, as well as Miniftcrs ; that this way ye may 
learn to join in with Chrift's ordinances for the fu- 
ture, w 7 ith grqater ferioufnefs, and in order to further 
good than perhaps any of us have yet attained to do. 
And when ye have improved this way alfo by the 
perufal of the Jecond difcourfe, let me defire you to 
read the laft concluding one, with ferious meditation, 
in order to fee the connexion and delign of the 
whole. For though it be Ihort, yet it contains much 
in little, and may be of ufe to introduce your minds 
to fome further and more diflinft apprehenfion of 
our Holy Religion, as it centers in Jefus Chriji. And 
when ye have thus perufed and confidered both this 
and the following difcouffes, I am willing ye think 
as meanly of both me and them as ye plcafe, upon 
condition that ye may this way value the Holy Scrip- 
tures more, hor, as my delign, in- all my perform- 
ances of this kind, is to dig my materials from the 
fruitful and rich mines of this divine depofitum and 
facred treafure; fo I have no other end than to lead 
you in there alfo, that ye may be more and more 
enriched with the favitig knowledge of the truth as it is 
in Jefus. In order to this, therefore* 

Let me in the 2d place fuggeft fomething here, 
by way of a practical improvement of what I have faid 
above, efpccially as to that part of our difcourfe 
which I was laft upon, relating to the Apocalyptical 
times and periods, with the tranfa&ions of the fame, 
fti as far as they concern us. And what I have to 
fay here I lhall propofe by way of obfervations, which 
may be of fome ufe, I hope, both to regulate our 
thoughts and actions, while we live in this world, in 
hlation to the concerns of the Church of God. 

The (t) Obf creation is, That it may jujlly be 
looked upon as an eminent confirmation of the truth of 
Chri/lianity, that fo wonderful an account fljould be given 

I ■ of 
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of the tranf del tons of the world, fo long before they came 
to pafs. 

The verity of our Holy Religion is proved 
from two things principally, viz. Miracles and Pro* 
phecy : and both thefe arguments have been excel- 
lently improved hv learned men. But yet, as the firjl 
of thefe was perhaps the principal and moft con- 
vincing topic to thofe that lived in our Saviour's 
days ; fo I look upon the fecond to be the moft con- 
fidcrable to thofe that live in after ages. Nay we 
find that Chrift himfelf did riot lay the foundation oS 
the belief of his MiJJion on Miracles alone, but feemed 
to build the faith of his Difciples chiefly on the Old 
Yfjlawent prophecies ; as he did to the two Difciples 
going to Emaus, Luke 24. 27, &c. And I fuppofe, 
it is too plain to need any proof, that the Apojlles did 
ever infift upon the prophecies oftheOld T eftament, more 
than either upon Chrift's miracles or their own, in or- 
der thence to demonftrate that Chrift was the Meftias. 
For the tefiimonyofjefas is the fpirit of prophecy t Rev. 1 9. 
10. /. e. (as I under ft and the words) the fpirit of pro- 
phecy is the great Jlanding evidence and tcjlimony of the Di- 
vinity ofCbrif, and of the verity of his word. And there- 
fore (as the Angel argues with JoJm) he only is to be 
woi flapped who is truly God, and who infpires his 
fervams with the gift of knowing things to come. 

It has therefore been the work of learned men 
in all ages to prove that Chrift w as the true Meffias, 
and confequently that his inflitution of Religion zvas 
truly Divine; by fhewing how punctually the Old 
'Tejlament prophecies were fulfilled in him. But I am 
much miftaken, if an impartial conliderer of the 
New Tcftamcnt prophecies may not find fome things 
that do almoft as plainly characterize feveral later 
events, as the ancient prophecies did the former- And 
of this, let what I hav^ laid of the bib and 7th Seal, 
and $tb and 6th Trumpet, and of the Jlaugkter of the 

IVitneJfe^ 
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IVitneffes, be taken as inftances. Or if this will not 
be allowed, let it be confidered, that we fee the full 
completion of the Old Teftament prophecies relating 
to the eredboo of Christianity, whereas we fee not the 
entire fulfilling of the Apocalyptical ones. Therefore 
we mult make allowance for the different reprefenta- 
tion of the one and the other of thefe. For they 
only that fhall live after the great battle of Armaged- 
don is over, can fee the exadt fulfilling of this pro- 
phecy in the deftruction of Antichrift, with the fame 
advantage they fee alfo the fulfilling of Daniels vi- 
lions with refpedt to the coming of the Meffiah and 
his death. We therefore now have no more advan- 
tage, as to time, in explaining and underftanding 
this latter event, than the Jews had as to the firft, 
who lived in the; days of the Maccabees y while Daniel's 
Weeks of Tears w r ere running out. And I queftion 
if they then did underftand the periods of time they 
were under, more clearly, if at all fo diftin&Iy, as 
we do the times that have patted over the Chriltian 
Church, and that pari of time we are now under. 
Therefore I fay we have great reafon to thank God, 
that fo much of this book is already made fo clear to 
us, as to prove confirming thus far to our faith. For 
whatever differences have been among the moft emi- 
nent interpreters of this book, as to particular cal- 
culations and accommodations of things \ yet they 
have all of them agreed in the main foundations of 
the interpretation thereof, which I have built upon, 
(excepting Grotius and Hammond % whofe hypothefis 
has had few followers, and will have fewer) as Doftor 
Crefjencr has irrefragably proved in his book, intitu- 
led, A Demonflration of the Firji Principles of the Pro- 
t eft ant Applications of the Apocalypje. So that there 
are two things almoft equally rtrange to me, that the 
Jews fhould own the verity of the Old Teftament and 
particularly of Daniels prophecy, and not fee that the 
Meflias is come; and that the Papifts fhould believe 
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the Divinity of the New Teftamenr, and particularly 
of the Revelation, and not fee that their Church is 
Antichriftian. But while I admire the wilful ftupi- 
diry of both thefe parties, I cannot but admire alfo 
the wifdom of God in making ufe of both thefe irk 
his providence to confirm to us the verity of Chrifti- 
anity, in prophefying both of the one and the other 
fo long before, and in continuing them to this day as 
ftanding monuments of the Divinity both of the Old 
and New Teftament. But befides this, there is 

A {2d) ohfervat ion, that may be of great ufe to 
us this way alfo, is, That this book reprejents to us, as 
in a fmall but exacft map, the Jleadinefs and exaftnefs 
of Providence , and Chrift's Government of the World. 

For here we fee the various and feemingly con- 
futed events of Providence fo exactly methodized, 
as to make up one uniform and noble piece ; the 
feeming difcords and jarring founds of things, being 
fo difpofed by infinite wifdom, as to make up one 
perfect harmony. Here Piety and Wickedhefs % Angels 
and Devils, the Church and Antichrijl, ait various and 
contrary parts: And yet Chrift makes ufe of all for 
noble purpofes, and carries all on for one great end. 

And now, as in other refpedts, fo in this, we 
may take notice of the perfeftion of the Holy ' Scripture J 
that what is wanting in hijiory is made up in prophecy \ 
which in fome fenfe is hiilory alfo. For if hiftory, 
in the general notion of it, be an account or relation of 
the anions hf men in the world, prophecy is no lefs a f pe- 
des of this than that to which the name is moft com- 
monly appropriated. For as that is a relation of 
things part, prophecy is an account of things to 
come. Now as Daniel makes up the hiatus or defect 
of the hiHery of the Old Teftament, fo the Revelation 
of John fupplies that of the' New, by leading us 
down from Chri'ft's firft to his fecond coming. 

And here let me obferve, that thefe two books 
give us the exa't plan of a Divine Hiftory, which 

never 
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never yet was given : the only Effay towards fomc- 
thing of this kind, that I know of, having been 
given by a * near and dear friend of mine. For tho' 
there have been many Ecclefiaftical as well as Civil 
HiiWies written, yet none of thefe run in the ftrain 
of Scripture-HiUory, where all matters of fa£l arc 
related not fo much in reference to men as in re- 
lation to God, and his providence in governing the 
world. 

A (3^j obfervaticn is this ; That ive wiay hqzv, 
after what I have faid, attain to a difiinf'l viezv of 
what part of this prophecy is paf, and zvbat remains yet 
to be fulfilled* 

Of this I fhall fay nothing dire&ly at this time; 
feeing the preceding fcheme I have given of the Apo- 
calyptical periods may, 1 humbly hope, afford you a 
fufficient thread to regulate and fix your thoughts 
and meditations in relation to this fubjedt; only I 
lhall hint fome things to you, fhat are deduciblc 
from what I have already faid this way. 

Therefore, j. let me advife you not to fuffer 
yourfelves to be deluded with the fpecious or confi- 
dent pretences of fome men, when they go about to 
impofe not only upon themfelves, but upon the w orld, 
by their notions relating to the fudden Coming of 
Chrift to judge the world, or to the fpeedy deftruc- 
tion of the Papacy. I love to expofe no man's weak- 
neffes, and I perfectly abhor the way that of late is 
become modifh, to rip up and publifh perfonal fail- 
ings. And therefore I fhall neither trample upon 
the graves of the dead, nor affront the living : as re- 
membering that we do all know r in parr, and prophefy 
in part only. But, w ithout detracting from others, 
I do in faithfulnefs and love defire ye may not fuffer 
yourfelves to be impofed on by a vain imagination 

that 

* My father in his third part of the fulfilling of Scripture, called Scripture 
Truth confirmed and cleared % by fome eminent appear anc I of Odd for his Church t 
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that the end of things is fo near, as fome both of old 
and of late have pretended to forefee. For, from 
the fcheme I have given you, ye may eafily fee, 
that there are many and great events to fall out be- 
fore the final fail of Antichriftianifm, and more be- 
fore the confummation of all things. 

And, 2, as I would not have you to fuffer your 
hope to carry you too far, fo neither your fear. For 
as the warm imagination of fome men has repre- 
fented to them the Fall of Antichrift and the Day of 
Judgment fo near, that thefe muft happen in their 
times ; fo the melancholy and fear of others has fo 
far wrought upon them, that they have fancied the 
great (laughter of the witneffes is yet to come. And 
of both thefe forts of men this obfervation will be 
found generally to be true ; that thofe over whofe 
reafon fancy and imagination has the afcendant (whe- 
ther It be an airy or fprightly, or a dull and melan- 
choly one) have flill limited great events to their 
own time, and moft commonly to a very few years. 
But I am much miftaken if I have not proved, that 
the uniVerfel (laughter of the witneffes is already 
part : though, at the fame time, I do readily grant 
that there is juft ground to fear that we are near 
fome very trying judgments, of* fome years conti- 
nuance. But 1 have faid enough of this above, and 
therefore fhall add no more here. 

But, 3. feeing \ have touched but fiightly upon 
the Millennium , or the thoufand years reign of the 
faints on earth ; I fhall defire you to think a little 
further on this, as the greateft event that is to happen 
before the end of the world. 

I dare not indeed expatiate upon this vaft fub- 
jeft; only I fhall fuggeft a few things concerning it. 

The j 7? is, that this is to begin immediately after 
the total and final deft ruction of Rome Papal, in or 
about the year 2000 ; and that therefore Chrift him- 
felf will have the honour of deftroying that formida- 
ble 
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bk enemy, by a new and remarkable appearance of 
himfelf, as I faid above. But, 2. we muft not ima- 
gine that this appearance of Chrift will be a perfonal 
cne> no more than his appearance in the deftrudlion 
of the Jews by Vefpafian and Titus was fuch : for 
the heavens mujt retain him y until the great and laji day a^s 5 .2i. 
of the consummation or rejiiiution of all things. 3. Yet 
we muft have a care of confounding this millenary 
peaceful State of the Churchy with the Day of Judgment : 
feeing nothing is more plainly diftinguilhed than 
thefe are in the 20th chapter of the Revelation? 
where it is told us, That after the thoufand years are 
expired % Satan fhall be again let loofe % and men Jhall 
apojiatize almoft univtrfally from Chrift , and make war 
againft the Saints 5 and that after the deftrudtion of 
thofe enemies, the Day of Judgment fhall commence. 
And therefore, 4. we are not to imagine that the 
millenary reign of the Saints fhall be free from all 
mixture of hypocrify and wicked men, or from fin 
and trouble : feeing the fudden and general Apof- 
tacy that follows that period is a demonftration, that 
all w ere not Ifrael that feigned themfelves to be of it, 
and wanted therefore only an opportunity to (hake off 
the Church's yoke. Nay, the expiration of that pe- 
riod {hews, that long peace and profperity muft have 
corrupted the Church itfelf; elfe it cannot be con- 
ceived to be confiftent with the equity and goodnefs 
of God to fuffer her enemies to go fo near to the total 
extirpation of his own profefling people. 

Thefe things 1 have hinted thus, becaufe I have 
no time or room to infill upon them as the fubjedt 
docs require. But 1 do the more readily pafs them 
now, becaufe a * late learned author has materially 
confidered them, at lcaft the three laft of them : 
wherein he has very much confirmed my apocalyp- 
tical 

* Dr. Whitby % Treatifc of the Milltm.ium, added to his Paraphrafe and 
Comment oa the Eoillles. 
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• tical thoughts, which fevcral years ago I had enter- 
tained upon this head. , . 

And the fame * author has prevented my in^ 
quiry concerning the call of the Jews, and their 
National Convention to Chriftianity : for, as I took 
notice before, I could never fall in with the drained 
interpretation of Rev. 16. v. 12, as if by the Kings 
of the Eajt the Jews were to be understood, and that 
confequently their full Converfion was to be under 
the 6 Vial. Therefore after various thoughts upon 
this head, being fatisfied that the Jexvs were to be 
converted, and that this great event could not be 
wholly left out in the Revelation^ I did at laft con- 
clude that this muft not be (whatever particular con- 
verlions of fome part of them might happen) until 
the final deftruftion of the Popilh party ; whofe ido- 
latry, villainies, lies and legends, and bloody temper, 
is the chief thing that prejudices them againft Chrif- 
tianity. So that I did at length conclude, , that the 
refurredtion or revival of the antient Jewifh Church 
is underftood by the refurredtion of the Martyrs, 
chap. 20. v. 4, who being thus added to the true 
Reformed Chriftian Church, and making up one 
body together with thofe gentle believers, in the 

^ecRom./^/^/i or ripened ftatc of the Gentile Churchy fhali be 

11.13,25. £ 0 them as life from the dead. 

One notion only I crave leave to add to thofe 
of the above-cited author on thefe heads, viz. that I 
look upon the Millenary Stale to be the moft emi- 
nent and illuftrious time of the Chtijlocraty^ (I hope 
Hone will rejedt the word, though it be new, feeing 
it is fo expreffive of the thing) wherein Chrift will 
revive, but in a more fpiritual and excellent way, the 
antient Theocraty of the Jews. For as under 
Mofes, the judges and kings of Judah, God a£ted as 

king 

* The fame author, ibid. m a^d on the \ub of the Rzmans, and in the 

AftttMx to the fame. 
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king of. the Jews (or Chi ift rather in a more peculiar 
and immediate fenfe, as I may perhaps have an oc- 
cation afterwards to prove to the world) fo I do ex- 
pect, that after God has delivered his Chriftian 
Church from fpiritual Egypt, and deftroyed his 
enemies in the Red Sea of their own blood ; he will 
once more exert his power and authority, and our 
bleffed Redeemer will reign as king of his people, not 
indeed in fuch a pompous way as among the Jews of 
old (for John faw no temple in the New Jcriifalem, 
Rev. 21. 2 2. J hut in a way adapted to the New 
Tefiament difpenfation, and more immediately pre- 
parative unto, and typical of the ftate of glory in 
heaven, after the day of judgment is over. 

And now that I am upon this great prophetical 
event, I cannot forbear to give you a new conjefture 
upon the laft numbers of Daniel. For his 70 weeks of 
years, chap" 9. 24, are already remarkably elapfed in 
the incarnation and death of our Redeemer. And 
the number of 2000 days, chap. 8, are plainly to be 
interpreted of the time of Antiocbus Epiphanes his 
profanation of the fanctuary : for as it is reftrided to 
that fhort period, as is plain to any that will atten- 
tively confider the words themfelves, ver. 9, 10, 11, 
12, 13, 14, efpecially if compared with ver. 21, 22, 
23, 24, 25, 26, fo the Spirit of God, by defigning 
this period by the title of w%^v^epcj, or a period of 
evenings -mornings , i. e. natural days, does plainly 
allure us that we are not to interpret thefe days pro- 
phetically for years, as we are allowed to do the 70 
weeks and other numbers. To return therefore to 
the lajl numbers of Daniel ; there are two dijlintt 
periods of time, as I take them to be (though all other 
interpreters go another way) to be found in his 
12th chapter. The 17? is of a time, times and a 
half, or three years and a half, ver. 7, L e. 1290 pro- 
phetical days, or years, as Daniel himfelf has it ex- 
plained to him, ver. 11. This therefore is the fame 

K period 
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period of time that John borrows from Daniel \ and 
accommodates to theduration of Rome Papal ; except- 
ing that there is the difference of 30 days, or years ; 
only that teraof this period in Daniel, is vaftly different 
from that of John : for, as to the latter, we have feen 
it already ; but as to the former, Daniel fixes it at 
the fcattering of the holy people, or the Jewifb Na- 
tion, w. 7, and at the taking away the daily facri- 
jice, and the fetting up of the abomination that maketh 
defolate, v. 11. Now our Saviour, who was cer- 
tainly the beft expofitor of his own word, explains 
this* abomination that maketh defolate, and which 
was to pollute and ruin the fandtuary, to be nothing 
elfe but the idolatrous and defolating Roman army; 
as we fee by comparing Mat. 24. 15, with Luke 
21. 20, 2r. The epocha therefore of the time, times 
and a half in Daniel, or his 1290 years, muft be the 
year 70 from the birth of our Saviour, when Jeru- 
fale?n was taken, if we fhould confider the beginning 
gf the fetting up the abomination that maketh defo- 
late. But feeing the cera of this number is not the 
beginning of the conqueft of the Jews, but the corn- 
pleat fcattering of that nation, or the accomplijhing 
the fcatlcrivg of the power of the holy people^ as ■ the 
words are, ^er. 7, and the full* fetting up of the abo- 
mination that maketh defolate, ver. 11, which w r as 
not done till Hadrian's time ; who fully conquered 
the Jews, and built a city near the ruins of Jerufa- 
tern, which he called sElia,- building at the fame 
time a temple to Jupiter, on the* ground where the 
temple had flood, and engraving over the gate of 
this new city the figure of a fwine in derifion of the 
Jews. Now this work was finifhed in or about the 
year 135. From whence the period of 1290 years 
leads us down to A. C. 1425. which, in prophetical 
reckoning, is the year 1407. About which time the 
Papal po^ver was at its utmoft elevation ; for after 
this time the Hajjites, Albigenfes, IVicklifites, WaU 
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denfes, Picards, &c. began to fall before the Ro- 
tnanifts, until they were, in a manner, totally extir- 
pated before another century had well nigh run out. 
Now this difmal period expires about this time ; and 
then there follows the zd period of 1335 days or 
years, ver. 12, which being calculated trom the year 
1407, terminates An. Dcm. 2742, *. e. 2722 of pro- 
phetical reckoning : which therefore includes the 
begun dovonfal of the Papacy under the 7 Vials ; and 
the final accompl foment thereof afterwards, together 
with the greatefi part of the Millennium, and con- 
fequently the great converjion of the Jezvi/h nation 
during that period. And perhaps the begun apoC- 
tacy of Jewijh and Gentile Chriftians (which is to 
iffue in an univerfal war againft the faints, upon the 
expiration of the Millennium) may begin about that 
year 2722. 

And now, that I have come again upon pro- 
phetical numbers, I fhall venture to digrefs a little 
more ftill, in giving you fome further illuftration of 
thefe two great periods, from the i^th chapter of 
the Revelations. Of which take thefe few hints at 
this time. In the 1 ft place then, ye have a defcrip- 
tion of Chrift's followers adhering to him, during the 
reign and rage of Antichrift, from v. 1, to v. 5, in- 
clufive : which muft therefore reach down from 
An. 606, or 758 rather, to An. 1517. Afcer which 
we have the begun revival of the Church of Chrift 
reprefented ih the 2d place, by the teftimonies of the 
three angels, fucceedmg one another. The 1 An- 
gel has a commiflion to preach the gofpel purely to 
all nations, vi 6, 7, which muft therefore begin with 
the preaching of Tjiinglius and Luther ; and does 
include, 1 humbly fuppofe. the periods of the four 
firft Vials. The 2 Angel follows, v. 8, and proclaims 
the fall of Babylon, or the Papacy; and muft there- 
fore be fynchronical with the $ib Vial, being poured 
out upon the feat of the Beaft. The 3 Angel gives 
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ttfen warning, that they ftiould not join with the 
Beaft, and denounceth fevcre judgments againft 
them that fhall be found to do fo, v. 10, &c. Which 
therefore relates to the laft part of the time of the 
6th Vial; when the unclean fpirits go forth to infi- 
nuate into the nations, in order to engage them to 
make war againft the faints, chap. 16. t>er. i^y 
15, 16. Now after all thefe things, we have, in the 
3d place, a typical or emblematical account of the 
deliverance of the Church, and of the deftruction of 
the bloody perfecuting Antichriftian party. There- 
fore we have, 1. The emblem of an harvefl ; which 
feems immediately to relate to (Thrift's gathering his 
Church into a happy ftate, v. 14, 15, 16. And 
then, 2. We have the reprefentation of the final de- 
ft rudion of the Popijb party, under the emblem of a 
Vintage: wherein the bloody dujlers of the ftveral 
Popijh fraternities and communities are to be bruifed 
and Iqueezed to death in the wine-prefs of God y s 
wrsth, v. 17 — -20. But I have fpoken already to 
this great period of time above, which iffues in the 
Hefted Millennium ; and therefore I fliall lay no more 
to it at this time. 

Only there is one thing that falls in my way 
here, which ought not to be pafled over in filence ; 
and that is, to what: period we are to refer the happy 
/ ftate of the New Jerufalem, chap. 21, and of the 
bleflcd river and tree of life, chap. 22. For I find 
interpreters at a mighty lofs this way, whether thefe 
relate to the Millennium or Heaven it/elf after the day 
of judgment is paft. And indeed there are forne 
things that feem inconfiftent with either of thefe 
ftates. For what is faid of the nations flocking into 
this new ftate and walking in the light of it, and of the 
kings of the earth that they Jhall bring in their glory and 
honour to the Church, chap. 21. 24, 25, 26. feems 
not to agree with the notion the fcripture gives us of 
{he ftate of the glorified in the Higher Heaven, after 

the 
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the Refurredion; but does exacftly fuit with the 
peaceful reign of the faints, when Jerufalem or the 
Church (hall be exalted above the nations, who fhall 
all run in to her. And yet upon the other hand, 
there are things alfo that feem to be too great even 
for the bleffed Millennium, as we have given the no- 
tion of it above. Such is the account of the perfec- 
tion of this ftate, that it will be exempted from all 
death, for row, crying, and pain, chap. 21. 4. And 
yet as the former expreflions may be adapted to the 
ftate of the Church triumphant in Heaven, in a fpi- 
ritual fenfe, fo thefe laft expreflions may be made to 
fuit alfo with the ftate of the Church on earth du- 
ring the Millennium in a comparative fenfe, u e. if 
conlidered with refpedl to the preceding affii&ed 
condition of Christians. 

Therefore feeing this laft glorious fcene of affairs 
may be interpreted in relation either to the one or 
other of thefe periods, 1 conclude that we ought 
to interpret it of both, vias* of the Millennium in a 
jirft fenfe, and of the future glory of the Church in 
Heaven, in a fecond and com pleat fenfe. For, as I 
obferved above, that the facred prophecies, particu- 
larly that in the 24/^ chapter of Matthew, and 2d 
chapter of the 2d epiflle to the Theffalomans, are to 
be interpreted both in a firft and fecond, or ultimate 
fenfe : fo I do believe we muft of neceflity underftand 
the account of the New Heavens and New Earth, 
and of the heavenly Jerufalem in this book. And if 
this be once fuppofed, then will it be eafy to adjuft 
the feemingly different figures ufed by the Holy Spi- 
rit, in this place : feeing the whole is fo contrived* 
that it may correfpond both with the Millenary 
ftate and the future ftate of glory ; viz. to the 
firfi as an emblem and type of the latter. So that as the 
deftruilion of the Jewijh nation and Church, is 
given in fuch words, Mat. 24. as to become this 
way an emblem of the final deftruition of the world ; 

fo 
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fo Jikewife is the Millennium fo painted and defcri- 
% bed, Rev. 21. as to be delignedly given as a type of 
the ftate of the Church triumphant in Heaven, after 
the day of judgment is over. 

A (4) observation from what I faid before, is this ; 
That our Reformers did not rajhly, but upon juji grounds, 
defer t the Church of Rome, as Antichrijlian and Apojla- 
ticaL 

For not to infift upon prophetical indications of 
the Roman Church being indeed the great Antichriflr; 
there are four things that layajuft foundation for 
all honeft men's leaving that intereft ; viz. 1. Grofs 
errors, fuch as Purgatory, human merits, and works of 
fupererogation, indigencies , tranfubfiantiatiort, &c. 2. 
Horrid idolatry, in worfhipping angels, faints, and 
canonized perfons, together with images, ftatues, 
crucifixes, and a confecrated wafer. 3. The pre- 
tended infallibility of the Roman See, in impofing up- 
on men's confeiences what they pleafe, and debar- 
ring us from reading the fcriptures ourfelves, or 
making ufe of our own reafon in the matters of reli- 
gion. And, 4. The dreadful tyranny of that party, feen 
and felt both in their inhuman cruelties, perfec- 
tions, maffacres, and diabolical barbarities ufed 
againft all thofe that differ from them. For the 
proof of all which things, let Cbamierus be confulted, 
together with Heydegerus de Baby lone magna, Turret inus 
de neceffaria Seceffione ab Ecclefia Romana ; and, be- 
fides innumerable others, Stilling feet's late pieces 
againft the Romanifls ; for my time allows me not 
now to enlarge upon any of thefe heads. 

Only, that I may not leave you without fome 
. fpecimen of popery, I {hall copy out in Englijh the 1 2 
Articles of the Romifh faith, additional to the 12 
Chriftian ones, which are contained in the Apoflles* 
Creed, as to the fum and fubftance of therh. Thefe 
12 additional articles are contained in the famous 
Bull of Pope Pius IV. dated at Rome in the year 1 56.1, 
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in the Ides of November % and the $tb year of his Pon- 
tificate, which is to be found at the end. of the 
printed Canons and Decrees of the Council of Trent ; 
whereafter an enumeration of the primitive Articles, 
beginning with, credo in mum Deum, &c. / believe 
in one God, &c. he proceeds to charge all men that 
would be faved, to own and fvvear unto the following 
Articles alfo; anathematizing all that do not fo. 
Thefe begin thus : Apojlolicas & Ecclefiafticas Tradi- 
tiones, 8cc. which take in Englijb thus. 

I. 1 do alfo (i.e. together with the Articles of 
the Apoftles' Creed) moll: firmly admit and embrace 
the Apoftolical and Eccleiiaftical traditions, and all 
other obfervations and conftitutions of the fame (i. e. 
the Romifh) Church. 

2. I do admit the Sacred Scriptures in the fame 
fenfe that holy Mother Church doth; whole bufinefs 
it is to judge of the true fenfe and interpretation of 
them ; which I will receive and interpret according 
to the unanimous confentof the Fathers. 

3. I do profefs .and believe, that there are feven 
Sacraments of the new law, truly and properly fo 
called, inftituted by Jefus Chrift our Lord, and ne- 
cefTary to the Salvation of Mankind, though not all 
of them to every perfon. Thefe are Baptifm, Con- 
firmation, Eucharift, Penance, Extreme Unction, 
Orders, and Marriage, which do all of them confer 
grace. And I do believe that of thefe, Baptifra, 
Confirmation, and Orders, may not be repeated with- 
out Sacrilege. I do alfo receive and admit the re- 
ceived and approved Rites of the Catholic (i. e. Ro- 
man) Church, in her folemn adminiftra:ion of the 
above-faid Sacraments. 

4. I do receive all and every thing that hath 
been defined and declared by the holy Council of 
Trent concerning Original Sin and justification. 

5. I do profefs, that in the Mafs there is offer- 
ed to God a true, proper, and propitiatory Sacrifice 

4. for 
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for the quick and the dead : and that in the mo(k 
holy Sacrament of the Eucharift, thei 4 e is truly, 
really, and fubftantially, the body apd blood, toge- 
ther with the Soul and Divinity of our Lord jefus 
Chrift ; and that there is a converfion made of the 
whole fubftance of the bread into the body, and of 
the whole fubftance of the wine into the blood ; 
which converfion the Catholic Church calls Tran- 
fubflantiation. 

6. I confefs that under one kind only, w ; ho!e 
and entire Chrift, and a* true Sacrament, is taken 
and received. 

7. I do firmly believe that there is a Purgatory, 
and that the fouls kept prifoners there, do receive 
help by the fuffrages of the faithful. 

S. I do likewife believe that the faints reigning 
with Chrift are to be worjhipped and prayed unto, and 
that they do offer prayers unro God for us, and that 
their Relics are to be had in veneration. 

9. I do moft firmly airert, that the images of 
Chrift, of the blejjed Virgin the mother of God, and of 
other faints, ought to be had and retained, and that 
due honour and veneration ought to be given to them. 

10. I do affirm, that the power of Indulgences 
was \ttt by Chrift in the Church, and that the ufe of 
them is very beneficial to Chriftian people* 

11. I do acknowledge the holy Catholic and 
Apoftolic Roman Church, to be the mother and 
miftrefs of all churches : and I do promife and 
fwear true obedience to the Bifbop e/Rome, the fuc- 
ceflbr of St. Peter, the Prince of the Apoftles, and 
Vicar of Jefus Chrift. 

12. i do undoubtedly receive and profefs all 
other things which have been delivered,, defined, and 
declared by the facred Canons and Oecumenical 
Councils, and elpecially by the holy Synod of Trent ; 
and all things contrary thereunto, and all Herefies 
condemned, rejected, and anathematized by the 

Church 
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Church, I do likewifc condemn, rcjedt, and anathe- 
hiatife. 

Lo here, my friends, ye have a fair profpecft of 
Popery, without any mifreprefentation, or fo much 
its comment : for thefe are the words of the Creed 
itfelf, which all Papifts are obliged to believe and 
profefs, in order to faiyatibn; and which all thofe 
who enter into religious orders do folemnly fvvear 
unto. And therefore it is plain that thefe things are 
hot looked upon by the Church of Rome, as difpu- 
table opinions, but as neceffary articles of faith : 
and therefore let the author of the cafe of the Regale 
and Pontifical fee how he can make good the laft 
concluding words of his book, which are thefe: Con- 
cors Roman* Reformat* Ecclefix Fides. &c. /. e. 
The faith of the Roman and Reformed Church doth agree i 
or is the fame, He. for if thefe things be fo flight 
and trivial to him, that he can (as the Popilh Gai- 
lican Church doth) fwallow and digeft all, excepting 
the i ith article; he muft pardon others, if they con- 
tinue in (he faith of the Reformed Church, as that 
which is oppofite to the Roman Creed, in fo many 
momentous particulars. 

Nay, let me add one thing further here, as a: 
neceflary confeftary or inference from what I have 
faid in relation to this conlideration we are ilill up- 
on; That, as our Reformers did juftly feparate from the 
Romi/b Church ; fo we have juji ground alfo to continue 
feparated from that Aniichrijlian parly. 

Let others, under pretence of a dread of what 
they call fchifiti, run back into Antichriftian errors' 
and herefies. Let them, if they are fo difpofed, for- 
fake pure Chriftianity, that they may promote the 
prieft's power, and adorn their altars with gold and 
jewels. And let them, in order to infiave men'* 
confeiences r.nd bodies both, found a retreat to Ba- 
bylon again. We, I hope, know our duty better, than 
to run the rifle of damning our fouls, by becoming 

L runnegados 
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runnegados to that bloody and wicked party, againft 
whofe abominations fo many thoufands of our an- 
ceftors witnefled, under racks and torments, at the 
ftake in Smithjield and clfevvhere. They believed, 
that what they did and fuffercd was in obedience to 
the call of God, faying, Come out from the Apoftaie 
Rontifh Church , my people, that ye bt not partakers of 
' 4> her fins, and that ye receive not of her plagues : for her 
fins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered 
her inirr ities. And God forbid that any Tempta- 
tion liiould bring any of us back again to that link 
of all impurities and errors, after we have enjoyed 
the funlhine of the gofpel, in it's purity and power, 
fo long. Therefore, feeing we know what intereft we 
are to kfeep to, let us be faithful to it, by doing all 
we can for it's fecurity, eftablifhment, and honour. 
And if God call us to fuffer for it, let us adl as the 
former heroes of the Reformation have done before 
us, that Chrift may be glorified, and the Church 
edified by us, whether it be by doing or fuifering, 
by life or by death. 

The ( 5) and lafl obfervation that I fhall propofe to 
ybtir thoughts, as the conclufion of all I have faid, 
is this : that though we are not to live to fee the great and 
final deftruttion of the Papacy, the blejfed Millennium, 
or: Chrifi's laji coming to judge the world: yet feeing 
death is the equivalent of alt thefe to us, if we befcr 
htippy as to get into Paradife ; zve ought therefore ac- 
cordingly to J paid and improve Mr -4 ime> that we may 
partake of the future glory when wt go hence. 

I fay, death is the equivalent of all thefe things 
to us, if we be fo happy as to get in ttf Paradife. For 
then We fhall get the conqticft over all Antichriftian 
enemies, 'and be with Chrift in a better ftctte than 
ahy earthly Millennium can be fuppofed to be, Wait- 
ing urttil tie come to judge' the word, and till zve 
appear alfo with him in gtory, having reaflumcd our 
then glorious bodies, ri : 

Improve 
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Improve your time therefore, and all the op- 
portunities and advantages of it, with your utmolt 
diligence and ferioufnefs, as remembering that ye 
are dying and accountable creatures, and that your 
time is given you for this very end, that ye may 
prepare for a better world. 

And now that we fee the beginning, not only 
of a new year, but of a new age, I muft give a further 
vent to my zeal and concern for your fouls good 
upon this great and practical head, viz. the improve- 
mtnt of time, with refpett to the upper world ; that 
when I am gone, I may, by what I have faid, and 
am about to fay, continue to fpeak ftill to thofe that 
lhall furvive me, and even (if this difcourfe lait fo 
long) to fucceeding generations alfo. And I fuppofe 
ye will the more readily bear with me in this, when 
ye remember with what unanimity and importunity 
ye deiired me to print a fermon on this head, which I 
preached on Nez^-ycar's day, 1699, from P^ m - 9°* 
v. 12. For feeing I was prevented in yielding to 
your defire then, 1 fhall lay hold on this opportunity 
to make amends, in fome meafure at leaft, for that 
feeming ncgledt, by prefenting you with fome ufeful 
hints on this fubjech 

And here, as 1 begin to fpeak upon this head, 
the flory of Xerxes comes to my remembrance; who, 
when he faw his vaft army of a thoufand thoufand 
rnen march by (with whom he expeded to have 
fwallowed up the poor Grecians) is reported to have 
wept, upon this thought, that before a hundred years 
fhould run out, none of all that multitude would be 
alive : little imagining, that before the end of that 
very year, he was to fee the definition of almoft all 
of them, and draw his laft breath himfelf alfo. For 
rnethinks it is a ferious and weighty thing, to think 
that before the end of this century, all thofe that 
pow make a figure in the world, will have finifhed 
their courfe, and be gathered into heaven or hell; 

L 2 ne\f 
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pew aftors coming up on the ftage in their ftead. 
And yet while I lengthen out my meditation to the 
end of a century, I find juft reafon to contract my 
thoughts, and fuppofe 1 fee both you and all others 
that croud our Greets and places of worfhip, or fill 
remoter ifiands and continents, gradually dropping 
into an eternity^ fome this year, fome the next, andt 
fo on. 

But to proceed to the confideration of the fubjedfc 
in hand ; 1 fuppofe I need not tell you what we are 
to undcrftand by the improvement of time; feeing 
this is too plain to need any explication in a general 
fenfe. And neither can it be dark to Christians, in a 
fpiritual fenfe : for it can denote nothing elfc, but 
ilich a rational and religious regulation of our time, 
difpofal of our talents and opportunities, efpecially 
as we live untfer the advantages and means of the 
gofpel, that we may ever be occupied in doing and 
getting good, fo as to find favour in the fight of 
God, and attain afterwards to the happy enjoyment 
of him. For feeing, as the apoftle fays, now is our 
accepted time and day of falvation, we ought to 
6 - take heed to ourfelves that we receive not the gracs 
Qf Qod in vain. We ought to reckon therefore that 
this fpace of our life is given us, that we may be 
taken up in promoting the honour of God and our 
own and other men's good, as being, in all thefe 
refpedts, in a fiatc of trial. Let us therefore improve 
ou-r time, by labouring to gain our own affent and 
confent fully to the terms of the gofpel ; by ftudying 
the word of God more and more; by a clofe and 
impartial trial of ourfelves ; by frequent and fervent 
prayer ; and by an univerfal and conftant obedience 
to all God's laws and inftitutions. And let us argue 
ourfelves into this as our duty, by confidering, how 
dearly our Lord Jefus has purchafed our day of 
grace and opportunity of falvation; how many have 

n damned and lpft for ever, by their not improv- 
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jng this talent of time; how dreadful the condemna- 
tion of fuch will be, who chufe darknefs rather than 
light; how imrcafonablc it is, to be fo careful of the 
body, and fo regardlefs of the foul; how ftrange it 
is, that we fhould not do that for our eternal advan^ 
tfige, which worldlings do tor a little temporal gain ; 
and laftly, how uncertain we are of the continuance 
of our time and feafon of grace. 

And feeing, in order to improve time aright, 
we ought to lay hold of all the fpecial feafons and 
peculiar opportunities, which God puts into our 
hand for this end; thefe will deferve to be particu- 
larly confidcred by us. But lince it is the work of 
prudence, that every man know and obferve his own 
circumftances and providential occurrences, in order 
to a right improvement of them accordingly; all 
that I can do here, is to hint at fome generals this 
way. Therefore, i. Let me advife you to make a 
right improvement of the circumftances of your 
outward lot in the world, Are you in a ftate of 
profperity? then be thankful to your gracious Bene- 
fadior. Are ye honoured? improve this, that God 
may be honoured through you. Are ye in any place 
cf power and authority? lay yourfelves out to ad- 
vance the kingdom of God among men. Are ye 
rich ? remember what Solomon fays, that wifdom is tccuc. 7. 
good with an inheritance; and therefore ferve God l1 ' 
with what he gives you. But if ye be in adverfuy\ 
defpund not : but remember, that as profperity 
gives men greater advantages for doing good ; ad- 
verfity affords more feafons ufually for getting good, 
for in the day of ad verfity we are more ready to 
think and confider* than in the time of profperity, as 
Solomon fays: for then is the time and feafon to 
confider the vanity and uncertainty of the world, to 
know ourfelves better and God more, and to prepare x * * 7 
more readily and thoroughly for another world. 
3. Improve your circumftances, in relation to com- 
pany 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



16 



A DISCOURSE CONCERNING TilK 



pany or retirement. If ye be hurried with company h 
labour to gain that by them, which may in fome 
mcafure make up your lofc of time. If ye can get 
no good from them, rhen ftudy if poifible to do 
them good by infinuating what may tend to their 
advantage: and then ye can have no reafon to 
reckon your time loft. But if ye enjoy the company 
oTgood and wife men, it is not to be believed what 
profit and advantage may be got by mutual difcourfes 
to edification, where men are communicative, and 
can bear with different apprehenfions about things, 
without running into heats and quarrellings. But if 
we are fhut out from company, we may juftly lock 
upon folitude and retirement as a happy opportunity 
of advantage and profit, if we do but know how to 
improve the fame, by filling up fuch feafons with 
ftudy, meditation, and prayer, 3. Improve the 
means and opportunities of grace and falvation. 
For the end of all that Chrift has fuffered and done 

Tft. z. 14. for us, is to redeem us from all iniquity , and to purify 
us to himfelf a people 'zealous of good works \ Therefore 
let us fo hear the word preached, and fo join with 
the prayers of the Church, and fo partake of the 
ordinances of Chrifi, particularly that of the Lord's 
Supper; that we may be built up a fpiritual boufe, as 

1 2 v lively fioncs concurring to the raifing up of fuch an edifice $ 
. and that we may become aifo a holy pr/eJlhood y to offer 
tip fpiritual faLrijiccs % accept alle by Jefus Chrijl to God< 
And; 4. If at any time, or upon any occafion, ye find 
the Spirit of God to move your thoughts and affec-' 
tions more fenfibly than ufually, as the angel moved 
the waters of the pool, of old: oh! rtiy friends, neg- 
lect not fuch a fair gale and favourable opportunity ; 
but improve this happy feafon. and ftrike the iron 
when hot and malleable. For how dreadful muft it 
be 10 quench the Holy Spirit, and ftifle the convic^ 
Irons, motions, and influences thereof, efpecially fuch 

are fenfibie and peculiar ! 
- i But 
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But feeing, to begin aright, is one great mean 
to carry on any thing luccefstully, we ought to fet 
about the, improving of our time as early as we can, 
without any delay or procraftination in a matter of *<fr*«A. 
this weight and moment. For it is only our prefent £ l\f 3 f 
time that we can reckon our's. For as our yeflerdavs *s- * c^r. 

r , J J S , 6. 2. Lafc.. 

are irrecoverable; io our to-morrows are but may be s , 9 . ^ 
and uncertainties. Therefore we * are always called l f *-S5-*. 
to hear God's voice to-day> if we will do it at all. ii.Mar. 
And therefore let us not delay y but make bafe, to kfffa p(^' lt 
God's righteous and holy commandments* 60, 

Now if we would improve our time and . life 
to advantage this way, let us be fure not to neglect 
the morning of time. And here then let me put 
you in mind of four mornings of time. The i. \sihe 
morning tf your life, i. e. the time of ycur youth, health 
and ftrength. Such of you, as have loft this feafon in 
whole or in part, pray double your diligence, in the 
improvement of what remains of your time. But 
fuchof you as are young, be advifed to remember 
your Creator in the days of your youth, and aft foas p^tf-ay 
ye may afterwards look back upon your part days 
with fatisfacftion and pleafure. 2. The morning qf 
every day is time to be peculiarly improved for God 
and your own good : for the doing lo has a mighty 
influence upon us as to the right fpending of the relt 
of the day. It is a feafon that is not only arnica mufis, 
a friend to ftudy, as the old faying is, but that is 
favourable alfo orationi 13 devotion^ to prayer and 
devotion: for while our minds arc frelh and un- 
difturbed with the hurries of company aud bu- 
finefs, it is certainly the fittcft time for duty as 
well as ftudy. And therefore the * faints of old were 
careful not to negleft this feafon. 3. Improve the * PfrL 
morning of every week carefully, viz. the Lord's Day, {'y^? z ' 
For as we difcharge our duty then, we may expedt 5- M*r. 1. 
God's bleffing through the week more or lefs. But 2 * 'u.*** 
if we refufe to give God what is his due on his own 

day, 
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day, we muft not think it ftrange, if God withdraw 
from us on thofe days that he has allowed us to ferve 
ourfelves upon. And hence it is no wonder, if we 
find that true, which many have confefled with for- 
row at the hour of death, that the prophanation of 
the Lord's-day has been the inlet to all their after- 
fins and miferies both. And, 4. Perhaps it may not 
be unprofitable for us, to fet apart the morning of 
every year, to review what wc have done and what 
has happened to us the year paft, and to beg God's 
bleffing through the year following, it has been 
the pra£lice of fome holy perfous to do this : fome 
reckoning the year, as it is ufual with us in our com- 
putations from the i// day of January; and others' 
reckoning it from the day of their birth, or baptifm, 
or converfion: in all of which every one may take 
which way pleafeth him bell. And now, that wc 
enter upon the morning or beginning of a new cen- 
tury; let me befeech you to begin this work now, 
if ye have neglected it during the years of the laft 
age, which ye have run through, whether thefe have 
been more or fewer. 

Having thus given you an account of time, and 
the opportunities and feafons of it to be improved ; I 
fhall proceed, to recommend this duty from three confi- 
ieralions ; and then to dirt El you hozv to do it, by pro- 
p)fzng three rules to be objerved this way. 

In the ijl place therefore, let me earneftly recom- 
mend this duty to you from three weighty confiderations. 

The (1) confidcraiion is this, That it is the duty 
and wifdom of every one of us, to be duly and deeply 
impreffed with the fenfe of the worth and value of 
time. 

I might take occafion here to ILew you, from 
innumerable examples, that the beft and wifeft men 
in all ages, both Chriftians and Heathens, have been 
under the deepeft and mod conflant impreffions of the 
"value of ti^ne. But as this would be too long for 

this 
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this place, fo it is necdlefs to infift upon it; feeing I 
believe ye can as little form an idea of a wife or good 
man, that does not value or improve time, as I can. 

Therefore I fuppoie there is no need to prove to 
you the worth and precioufnefs of time : to you, I 
fay, who know the uncertainty of it, and yet how 
much depends upon the improvement and lofs of it. 
But if any of you need any awakening this way, con- 
fider how valuable time will appear to a convinced 
finner when he lies upon a death-bed, who fees him- 
felf dropping into another world, and yet apprehends 
that his peace is not made with God. O, cries the 
poor wretch, that I had fpent lefsof my time on the 
world and my lufts, and more of it in minding the 
good of my own foul! O that I had thofe hours and 
days back again that I fpent in taverns and bad com- 
pany I O for a year, or a month, or a week at leaft 
of health and ftrength, to make my peace with God ! 
And pray, my friends, were ye never lick, and un- 
der fome fuch thoughts then? Were ye not fenfible 
then of mis-fpent time? Or did you never promife 
amendment and reformation, if God fhould recover 
you? Where is now the performance of your vqws ? 
O, if there be any that forget God, and negledl to 
do as they have promifed and refolved, let them con- 
iider their duty and intereft in time, left God tear 
them in pieces when there is none to deliver them. 
Alas! my friends, what would thofe poor wretches 
give for one day, nay for one hour, who are now in 
the infernal pnfon? What would they give for one 
offer of a Saviour, who are now lamenting their 
flighting of the gofpel, and their mis-fpending 
their time and opportunities of falvation? Therefore 
do ye learn to value time more, and improve it bet- 
ter, before it be too late to retrieve loft: opportuni- 
ties. And this leads me to another confideration. 
Therefore, 

The {id) confideration is, That it is our wifdom, 
M noc 
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not only to be imprefled with the fenfe of the worth 
and value of time, but to be duly and deeply affec- 
ted and influenced this way, fo as to fet about the 
improvement of it, as our greateft and moft concern- 
ing duty and intereft. 

For it is not fpeculation but praflice that w r e are 
to mind here: and therefore if our apprehenfions of 
the worth of time do not influence us to improve it, 
they will only tend to our greater condemnation. 
Therefore, that what I have faid may fo aftecfl you, 
as to incite you to your duty this way; I fhall not 
grudge a lktle pains in writing further on this head, 
in hope that ye will not be weary in reading what is 
written. Take it not amifs therefore, if I addrefs 
you with fome ferioufncfs and warmth of affedlion, 
and, through you, all others that may caft their eyes 
upon thefe fheecs. 

My dear friends, fome of you have lived twenty, 
fome thirty, fome forty, fome fifty, fome fixty, or 
more years in the world. Now I befeech you to 
.confider what ye have been doing all this time. Have 
your performances borne any proportion to the mer- 
cies ye have received from God? Have ye been 
faithful to improve your talents for your God and 
Saviour? Have your convictions brought forth a fa- 
ving conv; rfion ? Have your refolutions and promifes 
been all performed? Has it been a matter of con- 
fcience to you, to ferve God with the bed of your 
time, tht greateft vigour of your thoughts, the ut- 
moft energy of love and delight, and in a word with 
all your heart and ftrength ? 

If ye have been d.ficient this way, then pray 
confider, not only how impoffible it is to bring back 
any part of the time that is paft, but how little, orac 
leaft how uncertain the time is, that remains to be 
lived over. And if any be fecure this way, becaufe 
they are >oung, or ftrong, or healthful, let them re- 
member how often the old carry the young to the 
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grave, and the weak and fickly fee robufl: and vigor- 
ous perfons drop off before them. And what is our 
life at longert? Does nor the fcripture labour, as it 
were, under a wane of metaphors, to defcribe it's 
vanity, vvnen it compares it to a hand-breadth, a fpan, 
a vapour, the grafs that is foon mowed down, the 
flower that quickly fades, the fhadow that declines, 
and the tale that is told? How poor a thing then is it, 
to be able no otherwife to number our days and years, 
than by our being born at fuch a time, and having 
lived to fuch another time? There is therefore no 
more unreafonable defire in the world, than to live 
long, where there is no concern to live well; for 
this is only to wifli to have more time to mis-lpend, 
to iin longer than others, and to be more mifcrable 
in the other world. Belides that it is impoilible, as 
the courfe of things is now, to live long in a proper 
fenfe : for as the following diftich exprelfes it : 

Vivere quifq; diu queer it y bene vivere nemo : 
At bene quifq; poleJl> vivere nemo diu. 
That is ; 

*T o live long % all del ire; to live zvel/ y none: 
Yet all may live well, but none can live long. 

For is it not for this very end that time is given 
us, that it may be improved and lived well, in order 
to our being fitted and prepared for the happy ltate 
of a glorious immortality? Surely God did never 
make fo glorious a creature as man, endued with an 
immortal foul, merely to live the life of the beaft, to 
eat, and drink, and fleep, or to enjoy his fenfitive lufts 
and pleafures. 

Think then, my friends, that according as ye 
improve or mifimprove time, ye are to be happy or 
miferable for an eternity. For we are now in a ftate 
ot trial, and upon our behaviour, in order to be re- 
warded or punifhed afterwards, as we fhall be found 
to have atdted, when we come to be judged : there- 
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red. 1 1.9. f ore we may rejoice now and take our pleafure as we 
Pfai.2. 11 pleafe. But we have reafon to rejoice with trembling* 
when we remember, that we are to be called before 
1 Fct. 4. God, and judged for all we do now. For they that 
live in the fle/h, according to their lufts, muft give an 
account to him, that is to he the Judge of the quick and 
the dead. And then every one of them will hear 
Mat. 25. that dreadful word, Take the unprofitable fervant, and 
% ,JQ * cafl him into the outer darknefs, where there fhall be 
weeping and gnajhing of teeth. 

Confider therefore, that it is impoflible to rec^I 
any moment of time that is loft in a proper and phy- 
fical fenfe: and that thus it is a foolifh and ridicu- 
lous wifli; O mibi prateritos refer at fi Jupiter anno si 
O if God w r ould give me back the years that are pad ! 
But yet, in a moral fenle, we may be faid to bring 
back paft time, when by doubling our diligence 
we do, in fome fort, retrieve the mif-improvement 
of former days. But then it muft be remembered, 
that this muft be done now or never; for if pur 
time comes to an end here, there is no returning to 
job 14.14. a (late of trial again, fuch as we now enjoy : If a man 
W.j.91'10. die fhall he live again? No, alas, fays Job, For as 
the cloud is confumed and vanifbeth away; Jo he that 
goelh to the grave ffjall come up no more (i. e. to live on 
earth again, as the following words explain the mean- 
ing.) He ffjall return no more to his houfe, neither fhall 
his place know him any more. Theretore let us all 
Ch. 16.22. fay with him (and improve the thought), When a few 
years are come, then I fhall go the way whence I fhall not 
- return. 

Now, befides all thefe things, it may be of 
great ufe to enforce this conlideration, to take a view 
of the complexion and genius of our age, or the time 
wherein we live. For if the Apoftle Paul, vihen he 
pH.5.t6. ex h orts hj s contemporary Chriftians to redeemthe time % 
gives this as the reafon of his advice, becaufe the days 
v/v evil ; I am fure we have much more reafon to call 
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the days wherein we live by this name. For the 
fenfe of the A pottle, when he calls the days wherein 
he lived evil days, is no doubt this chiefly, it not only, 
that they were aftiidi ve and perilous times : for times 
of troubles are * called evil times, or evil days, fre- * Sn 
quently in fcripture. But we may juftly take this in p£ n 7 ' 7 4 /i! 
a larger fenfe, in reference to our times ; for an age An,os s- 
or time may be denominated evil, either with refpeft 13> 1 
to the abounding of errors, profanenefs, or calamities. 
And upon all thefe accounts thefe days of our's may 
be juftly faid to be evil. For as to errors, how many 
and how grofs are thefe? How many deny the Lord 
that bought them ? How many oppofe his divinity 
and fatisfaction both ? Yea, how many revile him as 
an impoftor, and ridicule all revealed religion ? 
Nay, how many dare blafpheme God, and deny his 
being, and even the firft principles of natural reli- 
gion ? And, as to profane nefs and immorality, where 
did we ever hear or read of more among Chriftians? 
Nay, it may be a queftion, if ever the heathens were 
worfe than moft Chriftians are now. And again, As 
for calamities and troubles, we fee what other Churches 
have fuffered of late, and do fufter ftill ; and we fee 
in how tottering a condition all the Proteftant intereft 
is. And though I believe it will prove a burdenfome 
ftone to the enemies of Chrift ; yet how far God may 
fuffer them to prevail for a time, none of us know : 
only I am afraid w e are upon the brink of very great 
troubles. And that (as 1 have hinted already) as we 
have been, like Ifrael of old, peculiarly bleft with 
mercies and privileges, and are as peculiar and An- 
gular in finning; fo we are like to be puniflied in a 
peculiar and particular manner alfo. So that if there 
be (as lure there is) a rule to judge of the connexion 
of mercies, fins and judgments, we may fee our cafe, 
as well as that of Ifrael of old, in the prophetical 
threatenings of God to that people, when he fays, 
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Amot3. 2. You only have I known of all the families of the earth ; 
therefore will I pump you for all your iniquities. 

Seeing therefore this is the ftate and complexion 
of our time, let us take heed to ourfelves, that we be 
not involved in the fins of it, left we come under 
the judgments alfo that feem to haften on this gene- 
ration. Conlider, for this end, the Apoftle's advice; 
iCor.n.o. Beware , fays he, left as the ferpent beguiled Eve, fo 
Prov. 19. your minds floould be corrupted from the Jimplicity that is 
7,7 - in Chrift. Let us not therefore hear the injlruttion 
2 Pet. 3. that caufeth us to err from the zvords of knozvledge ; but 
* 7 * let us beware, left being led away with the error of the 
zvicked, we fall from cur own Jledfafinefs. 

But yet, be not fo felfifh as to mind only your 
own concerns, but remember that ye are members of 
a city, of a church and nation, and that ye are mem- 
bers alfo of the Catholic Church of Chrift that is 
every where difperfed. And therefore ad: as under 
all thefe ties and relations. And if you can do no 
more, intercede at leaft w ith God, that he may be 
gracious : (land in the gap, that ye may, if poflible, 
ifa. 62. 6, avert his difpleafure. Ait therefore as ferious, faith- 
Luk is anC ^ m P ortunate remembrancers of the Lord, giving 
u '* * 7 ' him no rejt, but crying unto him night and day until he 
arife, and until he make his Zion and Jerufalem a praife 
in the whole earth. 

There is yet a (3.) coif deration which I would 
add to the former, in order the more effectually to 
recommend this duty to you, viz. The improvement 
of your time. And this is what is indeed frequently 
inliftcd upon, but I am afraid very little lived up to, 
viz. That we are in the fight, and under the infpeftion 
of an all-feeing God, who is to be our Judge at lajl. 

O, my friends, is this a matter only of fpecula- 
tion to you ? Dare any of vou do chat in the light of 
God. which ye would be afhamed to do in the view of 
the world ? 1 remember I have heard of an eminently. 
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holy man, who, being tempted by a harlot to com- 
mit levvdnefs with her, in a place where ftie was 
miflrefs and had the command, Teemed to confenc 
for the prefent, with this condition only, that fhe 
fhould find out a clofe retirement, where none could 
be prefent and fee what they did. Upon w hich (he 
carried him from chamber to chamber, .\nd from 
place to place. But he had ftill fomething to objecft 
againft the privacy of every one of them. At length 
Ihe brought him to a very dark and obfeure corner, 
telling him that none could fee what was done there 
but God and the devil. What, faid he, is that no- 
thing? You muft carry me where neither God nor 
the devil can fee us, elfe 1 will never do what you 
deiire. And I remember alfo I have heard of ano- 
ther, who being tempted in like manner, confented 
upon condition of having liberty to choofe the place. 
Which being granted, he chofe the public market- 
place. When fhe refufed this, faying, (he could 
not for fhame do fo in the open view of the w r orld : 
he replied, that he durft far lefs do this in the fight 
of God ; and afked, how (he durft do that in the 
fight of God, w hich (he was afliamed to do before 
men. 

Even the heathen moralift, Seneca, advifeth 
men to adl in all things as if they had both God, and 
the wifeft and belt ot men looking on. Set Cato, 
Scipio, or Laelius, before you, fays he, or fome fuch ex- 
cellent per/on, upon zvhofe appearing even the mojl wicked 
perfon would be frighted from doing am if 5 cpenly. But 
he adds in another place ; IVhat will it avail you, 
to bide yourf elves and your actings front men, fince there 
is nothing concealed from God? for he looks into our 
breajls, and is prefent in our very minds and hearts. 
And elfe where; It avails a man nothings favs he, to 
fhut up or jlifle confaence, fince every thing we do lies 
open to God's view ; and therefore our great wfdom is 
io ail fo t that we may approve ourf elves to him. 

How 
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How confonant are fuch exprcffions to the fa- 
cred ftandard of our holy religion? And what (hall 
we anfwer to our Mafter at the great day, if we 
fuffer fuch perfons to exceed and outrun us, who are 
Chriftians? Let us therefore mind the principle that 
fwayed Jofeph, when he faid, under a very great 
temptation, confidering his low and obnoxious con- 

Cen.39.9. dition ; Shall I do this great wickednefs and fin againft 

Pfai 16 8 God? And let us imitate David, who Jet the Lord 
1 always before him, and looked upon him as prefent at 
his right hand, to the end that he might never be moved, 
but be encouraged ftill to truft in him. For we are 

pfai.90.8. ever to remember, that our fecret, as izell as public 
fins % are fet in the light of God's countenance ; feeing the 
darknefs hides us no more from God, than the meridian 
light of the fun. 

But we muft confider likewife, that we have 
not only a conftant witnefs and infpe&or of our ac- 
tions without us, but one within us, even our own 
confeience ; which doth excufe or accufe us, accord- 
ing as we behave and ad:. And as one foys well on 
this head, Quid prodejl non habere confeium, habenti 
confdentiam? /. e. What avails it to have no witnefs 
of our a&ions, while we have a cowfcicnce that keeps 
an exait regifter of all we do? Only we muft re- 
member, that this is but a fecondary witnefs ; for if 

1 John 3. our heart condemn us> God is greater than our heart , and 

20 ' knozvs all things. 

And now, my friends, I have done with what I 
had to fay to the three confi 'derations, from which I 
propofed to recommend and inforce this great duty of 
improving our time. And I leave it to you to confider, 
whether what I have faid be not fufficient this way, 
through the blelTing of God, and your pains and con- 
cern to apply to yourfelves what has been faid. 

Therefore, in the 2d place, I proceed to direct 
you, how ye may attain rightly and fuccefsfully to 
improve your time to the treft advantage, as ye are 

Chriftians 
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Chriftians and accountable creatures. And this I 
ihali do, by propofing three rules, which will take in 
all that is neccflary or ufeful this way : though the 
fir/l rule is the principal and only direct one, which 
doth take in the whole of our duty this way; the 
Jeeond and third being only fubfervient unto this, 
though exceedingly uieful, if not neccflary alfo, in 
their places. 

The (i.) Rule is this, that ye take heed, that ye 
lofe not your time, and the opportunities and feafons 
thereof, by Jin and vanity : but that it be always filled 
up, with the conscientious and diligent dif charge of all 
necejfary duties. 

This being, as I faid already, the principal rule, 
in order to the regulation of our time ; and being fo 
contrived, as to dired us both negatively and poji- 
tively, as to what we are to avoid and what zve are to 
do 1 1 (hall accordingly conlider it diftin&ly in both 
the parts of it. 

The 1 part of this rule teaches us, how time is 
lojl, and what v:e are therefore to avoid, in order to the 
right improvement of it. And it is neceflary to pre- 
mife this, before we confider the other part : for we 
can only then apply ourfelves to fill up our time 
wifely, in the performance of thofe duties, in the dis- 
charge whereof the redemption and improvement of 
rime confifts ; when we apprehend what thofe thing* 
are, which are detrimental and hurtful to our fouls, 
both here and hereafter. 

Now, in the general, we are to take care to 
refcue our time out of the hand of thofe two grand 
robbers, that thieve it away from us, viz. Jin and 
vanity. Fox as we are carefully to avoid the 
mif-fpending of our time, by thinking, doing or 
fpeaking, what is finful in itfelf ; fo we are to take 
heed of fuch things, which though they are not Am- 
ply finful in themfelves, are yet fuch trivial matters 
or by- concerns, as become linful to us, when we 
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fpend too much time upon them, or mind them as 
if they were our moft weighty and principal bufi- 
nefs. 

But becaufe thofe things, that are evil and 
finful in themfelves, fuch as blafphemies and lies, 
immorality and profanenefs, ought not to be fo much 
as named among Chriftians, or have a moment's 
time allowed them, fo as to be entertained or thought 
upon with delight or deiign, for lefs brought forth 
in life and adtion, we (hall therefore pafs by thefe 
wholly at prefent ; in order to confider thofe things 
that, though lawful in themfelves, ought not to be 
fo minded, as to take up all or moft of our time. 
Allow me, then, to give you my advice in thefe 
things following. ! 

Be not too prodigal of your time, in the grati- 
fication of your fenfes, and the fervices of your body. 
Let the cultivation and adorning of your fouls take up 
more of your time, than the clothing and dreffing of 
your bodies. Be not buried in fleep and Jloth too long, 
w hile time is fo fhort and uncertain, and ye have fo 
•much bufinefs to fill it up with. Neither do ye al- 
low yourfelyes more time than is neceflary or conve- 
nient, for the feeding and pampering of your bodies. 
Be not like them therefore, who are fo feverely (re- 
proved by God, for living fenfually in this world, 
when they ougfct to "have minded higher things. 
/\™>s6. f Of whom this fad character is given; " fbat they 
put azvay far from them the evil day : that they lay upon 
'beds of ivory, and did eat the lambs out of the flock and 
J he cahes out of the flail, chanting at the found of the 
viol, drinking wine out of bowls, and anointing themfelves 
with the chiefeft ointments : but that in -the mean time 
.they were altogether unmindful of the fltUe .qf tht Church, 
■and no way grieved for the afflitfions 'of Jofeph/' 
Therefore, as the Apoftle exhorts, let us walk boneflly, 
Rom. xi^as in tbe day (or clear funfhine of the gofpel), not in 
n% 14 ' rioting t {ox in dancings, mtyri) and drunkennefs, not in 
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chambering and wantonnefs, not in flrife and envying : 
for thefe things, fays he, are the making provifwn jor the 
fejb y to faljil the lufts thereof. 

Spend not too much of your precious time in 
divertive exercifes and recreations. We may indeed 
ufe thefe not only lawfully but profitably, both with 
refpect to the health and flrength of the body, and 
the vigor even of the mind ; which being unbended 
for a while with innocent amufements, will be in 
better cafe to return again to clofe thinking. But 
wc muft not make recreation our bufinefs, as too 
many do, who are fo incoxicated with the fecret 
witchery of gaming, as to have their minds rendered 
almoft incapable of any clofe application to ierious 
and important matters. 

Spend not too much of your time in company and 
difcourfe y unlefs bufinefs oblige you to do fo. The 
company of atheiilical and wicked men, efpecially 
if they be witty, and of an engaging temper, carries 
commonly an infe&ion with it; and their difcourfe 
breathes a fecret and infinuating poifon, that every 
one has not a ftrong enough antidote in his nature to 
reiift. And though the company we affociate our- 
felves with be good, yet we are to remember the old 
faying, Amtci funt fares temporis, that friends are fre- 
quently the thieves that rob us of our time ; the 
commodiry that of all others we are to be molt par- 
fimonious of, feeing we can never retrieve its lofs, 
To vilit friends, is often a great duty ; but it is fre- 
quently to the hurt both of the vifitors and vifitcd 
that thefe are made. For as much time is com- 
monly loll this way to no purpofe, fo the difcourfes 
that are the entertainment of mod companies, are 
too often mere vanity, if not worfe : for it is too 
cuftomary at fuch times to give way to foolifh talk- 
ing and jelling, or to cenforious reflections upon 
other perfons. There is an innocent freedom in- 
deed, and facetioufnefs in difcourfe, which is both 
allowable and pleafant : but alas, how foon doth this 
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degenerate, if great care be not taken to keep our 
minds in a right poize? And if I appear to any to 
be rigid in what 1 fay on this head, let it be remem- 
bered, that Chrift has forewarned us, Tbatwemuft 
Matt. 12. give an account of every idle zvord, as well as unwar- 
* 6 ' rantable adion, in the Day of Judgment. As there- 
fore we are to avoid morofcnefs on the orte hand ; 
fo we arc to take care that we tire not our friends by 
too frequent or too long vifits. There are indeed fome 
fuch friends in the .world, though very rare to be 
found, who the more they are together, do the more 
love and profit one another. But as to ordinary 
friends, the cafe is quite otherwife : in relation to 
whom Solomon gives this wife advice; withdraw thy 
prov. foot from thy neighbour's houfe, left he be at I aft weary 
,7# of thee, and fo hate thee ; that is, according to the 
glofs of fome upon the words y make thyfelf pre- 
cious ; wear not out every man's threfhoid, by ob- 
truding thyfelf upon them; neither make thyfelf 
vulgar and cheap, as a mean commodity, that is every 
man's money. 

But remember alfo, that ye may be guilty of 
mif-fpending your time in vain andunprofitable mufings, 
as well as in vain difcourfe. Idle thoughts are as 
foolilh a mifpence of time as idle words: for every 
fort of thinking and meditating is not judicious no 
more than holy. And though a man think not upon 
his lulls, he may think very impertinently, and con- 
fequently finfully. 

And this is not only the fault and weaknefs of 
plebeian, but of learned heads, who mif-fpend time 
frequently as much as any ether fort of men, upon 
their dijficiles nug<e, their ufelefs, yet painful curiofities 
and niceties. This was the cuftom of the learned 
deftors of old Athens, w ho fpent their days in almoft no^ 
thing elfe, but telling or hearing fome nezv notion, Jchcme, 
Aftsi;. or theory; and then difputing, pro t& contra, for and 
a^ainft it. But while they were earned to difpute 
about forma fubf!antialis i univerfale a parte ret, fuga 
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vacut, apathies, the pojftbility of motion, and fuch like 
nug<e and whims, they forgot God and folid religion ; 
and were fuch fceptics, or fuperftitioufly ignorant 
(for ye may interpret the words either way) that in 
the midft of their multitude of gods, they were wil- 
ling to ereft one altar more, with this infeription, 
ver. 23, 'Ayvwcw To the unknown God. It is true 
indeed, there are many curiolities of this kind, that 
a wife man may improve to great advantage. But 
when they are made our main or only bufinefs and 
ftudy, inrtead of being parergons, or by-ftudies, we 
are certainly far out of the road of true wifdom. 
What profit has the vieiaphy/ician, in abft rafting from 
all particular beings, that he may define ens generi- 
cally, as unum, vcrum, bonim, while he is ignorant of 
him that is truly fuch. To how litrle purpofe at 
length will the mathematician find he has ftudied, in 
order to adjuft and determine the proportions of 
points, lines, fides and angles, if he negleft the 
proportions of piety and virtue ? What will it avail 
the ajjrenomer to fee the planets through a tube, if he 
fall fhort of the happy world at lafi that is above all 
thefe ? Is any man the better for being able to adjuft 
and reconcile the Egyptian, Cbaidee, and Grecian Dy~ 
mfties, by reducing^all the different aras of nations 
to the Julian period, while he negle&s to number his 
own days fo, as to apply his heart to true wifdom ? 
And laftly, what advantage has any man, by being 
able to fpeak all the languages in the world, while 
he worfhips and praifes God in none of them? 

Nay, I tell you further, that a man may even 
mif-fpend his time in xht fervice andworJhipo/God, ar- 
cumfiantially conjidered. For though we worlhip God t 
yet what advantage can we reap by it, if we do fo 
ignorantly, or hypocritically, or cufiomarily, and 
merely for the fafliion, or profanely and irreverently, 
or dull and heaitlefsly ? Nay, we may lofe our la- 
bour this way alfo, when by this we thruft out more 
immediate incumbent and necefiary duties jj or when 
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wc negleft the performance of this, till we be alto- 
gether unfit for it, offering thus to the Lord a cor- 
rupt thing while we have a male in our flock. 

And if thus we may mif-fpend time, how much 
more are we like to do fo, while the cares of the world* 
and the inordinate defi re of what we call it's pleafures, 
profits* and honours, juftlc out religion, both from our 
Prov. 23. thoughts and lives? Solomon advifeth us, not toJa^ 
4i 5- four to be rich; but he immediately fubjoins,- ceafe 
from thy own wifdom. Whereby he infinuatcs, that a 
man muft be mortified to his carnal and worldly ra- 
tiocinations, and taught by the Spirit of God to 
know the true value of things, before he can poffibly 
learn this leffon from him. However he pofitively 
Prov. zt. determines thefe two things, That he that hajleth to 
be rich, hath an evil eye ; and that he that does fo y Jball 
not be found to be innocent ; mottos that all men 
might find it convenient to write on the head of 
their books of accounts : and if Solomons words have 
little effedt upon you, confider what a greater than 
Solomon fays of a covetous or anxioufly folicitous dif- 
pofition and pra&ice, in the 6th chapter of Matthew* 
where he reprefents and condemns it as unchrijlian 
and bealhenifhy and as unreafonable and pernicious. And, 
after all, remember thefe ferious and pungent words 
Mat. 16. of his, What is a man profited, if. he gain the whole 
l6r world and lofe his own foul ? Or what can a man give 
in exchange for his foul? 

And now I hope I have faid enough as to 
the things we ought to avoid, if we would rightly 
improve our time : but feeing it is not fufheient to 
know how time is loft, unlefs we know alfo what we 
are to be occupied about, and wherein the beft and 
wifeft difpofal of our timje ftands \ therefore we 
muft further confider the great and neceflary duties 
with which we ought to fill up the feafons and va- 
cuities of our life. 

And therefore I proceed now to 
1e l^i^ij inn tfftadiM ti^moi^ab^^iu 3Hm 
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The 2d part of this great and principal direc- 
tion concerning the improvement of our time ; which 
is this, That we take care to fill it up with the confci- 
etitious ami diligent difchnrge of all necejfary duties. 

Antdhere, though in the general we cannot but 
know, that our time is wholly to be taken up in get- 
ting and doing good ; yet we muft remember, that it is 
only in relation to time that we are to confider our 
duties in. this place. And therefore I am only to 
confider here thofe great and neceflary duties which 
are always obligatory upon us, and the negledt of 
which is infeparable from the mif-improvement of 
time. For ft cannot be fuppofed that I ftiould fo 
much as hint all thofe things that come under the 
general notion of duty; or confider thofe things 
which particular circumftances and emergents render 
txbligatory to us, or fuch duties which are called re/a* 
live, from the ftations we arc in, and the relations 
we bear to others. 

There^are therefore a few things only which 
I {hall recommend to you as altogether ufeful and 
neceflary, and which none of us can ever plead ex- 
emption from. 

And in the firjl place, let me befeech you to 
improve your time, by frequent, diligent and ferious 
reading and ftudying the Holy Scriptures. In the 
firjl book of which ye will find your minds led up to 
the firft antiquities, which no other book befide can 
furnilh you with any juft account of.. There we fee 
*he origin of man and the world ; man's primeval 
fiate^.whmi firft created ; the original of fin, death 
and mifery? the fubverlion of the firft race of men, 
by the great deluge which heathen antiquities fpeak 
of only as through a cloud ; the firft fpnng and dawn- 
ing of mercy and hope to lapfed man; the fucceffion 
of the firft and molt primitive Church, and the be- 
ginning and progrefs of Gentile idolatry, fuperftition 
and wickednefc ; together with the firft original of 

nations, 
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nations, cities, arts, governments, languages : and 
in all thefe the fuperintending Providence of God, 
in it's juftice and goodnefs, w ifdom and fteadinefs. 
And by this knowledge we bring back, as it were, 
all paft time, and make it our own as to our profit 
and advantage. In the other Books of Mofes, wc have 
an account of God's erecting a poor oppreffed people 
to be a Church, and God's peculiar pofleffion : 
wherein we fee his wonderful appearance for them, 
by ligns and miracles ; his firange and unufual way 
with them in all their journey, in trying, feeding, 
and preferving them ; his giving them laws eccleli- 
aftical, moral and political; his wrapping up moft 
profound myfteries under ceremonies and cuftoms, 
and his bringing them into a noble country with 
power and glory, deftroying their enemies before 
them ; together with innumerable obfervable occur-* 
rences, and theoretical and ufeful things to be taken 
notice of therein. The hifiorical part of the Old Tef- 
t anient > that follows that of the law, as the Jews call 
it, gives us a relation of moft admirable and great 
revolutions and tranfadtions as ever fell out in the 
world. Wherein we may obferve the various, and 
yet uniform fteps of Divine Providence in governing 
the world and the Church; God's trying, and yet 
rewarding the righteous ; his permitting fin, and yet 
punifhing finners. In all which occurrences we 
have the bed examples that can be to be imitated by 
us, and an account of the worft alfo, that we may 
avoid fuch pernicious courfes. The book of Job is a 
mirror, wherein we may learn what afflictions the 
beft men are liable unto, and what reproaches they 
may unjullly fall under even by good men like them- 
felves,, through miftake and infirmity: as alfo, how 
we ought to behave in the time of calamity ; and 
w hat the end of the Lord at length ufually is. The 
Pfalms are the moft excellent model of practical and 
experimental piety, and the beft prayer-book and 

directory 
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directory for devotion that ever the world was blefled 
with. The Proverbs of Solomon are the molt excellent 
and refined ethics that were ever publifhec, or ever 
will be. Ecclefiajles is the nobleft picture and de- 
monftration of the world's vanity. And Solomon $ 
Song the inoft; fpirkual paftoral, the fineft allegory, 
and the divinert poetical defcription of t lie love be- 
tween Chrifr and devout fouls that ever faw the light. 
The prophetical zvritings give us the nobleft and 
diftindelt idea of God's government of nations, and 
the righteoufnefs and equity of all his providences and 
adminiftrations; befides innumerable other leflbns 
to be learned from thence. 

And as for the New Teftamenty the firft thing 
that occurs to us, is the mod excellent pare of the 
whole Bible; I mean, the fourfold hfory of our blejjed 
Saviour. O, let your thoughts dwell long, anditrike 
deep here; for all the hiftbrical paflages of the Gof- 
pels, all che wife and fage parables to be found there, 
all the miracles wrought, all the prophecies men- 
tioned, all the truths revealed, and all the counfels 
and exhortations there given ; I fay, all thefe are as 
fo many rich veins of what is more precious than the 
fined gold, and admirable and u.&ful above all 
thought. The book of the Affj of the Apojtles gives 
us a noble and impartial account oi the beginning 
and progrefs of the gofpc!, and the firft fettlemencof 
the Church: wherein we have a naked and clear 
view of Chriftianity in its pure and primitive drefs ; 
together with fome moll profitable examples, and 
ufeful difcourfes. The ApojloUcal Epi files give us a 
full and copious account of the religion of the blefled 
Jefus, both in it's principles and practice, it's original 
and defign. So that thefe are fufticien: alone, if 
rightly underftood, to enlighten our minds, to in- 
fluence our affections and deligns, and to regulate 
our lives and converfations. And We book cf Reve- 
velation, though dark and enigmatical, reprefents to 
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us, in an auguft and lofty manner, the redtorfhip of 
our Lord Jefus in governing the world, over-ruling 
and difpofing the deligns and adions of men, and ma- 
king all things at length work together for the illus- 
tration of his own glory, and his people's good. 

Thus we fee fomething of the fpecial properties 
of the feveral parts of the Scripture, and what excel- 
lent things may be learned from thence. But let us 
confider alfo thofe properties that are common to 
the w hole Bible, and every part of it. Let us there- 
fore look upon all the books thatcompofe thisfacred 
volume, as divinely infpired y and as defigned^ in all re- 
fpefiSy for our profit and edification. Therefore let us 
read and Rudy them, not as the word of men, but as they 
are indeed the IVord of God; k e. fo as to prize and value 
them according to their worth ; to love and delight 
in them; topraife God for them; to meditate upon 
them as men, not as children; and to conform our 
lives wholly to them. And in order to become thus 
the humble, impartial, and obedient fcholars of 
Chrift, let me put you in mind of one thing, than 
which nothing is more negleded, and yet nothing 
more neceiTary in order to profit truly by the Bible, 
viz. That ye have a care of laying down any opinion 
or fcheme of opinions in matters religious, previoufly 
to your having impartially examined the facred Scrip- 
tures in fuch matters. For they that do fo, come 
not to be taught of God, but to di&ate to the Al- 
mighty, and are not afraid often to wire-draw the 
facred text, in order to force it to fpeak, not what it 
really docs, but what ihey would have ig do, as beft 
fu its with their prejudices, paflions,and party defigns, 
that I fay not lufts alfo. Therefore, let me delire 
you (as I have often done from the pulpit) to make 
the Bihie itfeif and particulaily the New Tejiament^ 
your chief (and in a proper fenfe only) fyjlem, con- 
Jc [lion of faith, and treed. Lor vvhaa vcr txeeikney 
there is in any human compofures of this kind, we 
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are to own them no farther than we find them to 
agree and harmonile with the divine oracles. 

In the next place, let us improve our time, by 
frequent, ferious, and clofe meditation on divine and 
profitable things. Let the character of the blefled 
man, P/alm I. 2,3. beourX by our meditating on the 
laws and truths of God day and night. For to 
what purpofe do we read the Scriptures and other 
good books, if wc be not at pains to penetrate into 
the things therein contained ? Now it were endlefs, 
and in fome fenfe lmpoffible to name all thofe things 
that may be profitably thought upon. But perhaps 
it may not be amifs to fugged to you the principal 
heads of facred theology ; by which, as fo many 
avenues, ye may attain mentally to converfc with God 
and truth. 

In tne firft place then, meditate on God him- 
felf, his attributes, works and word, and the blelled 
Perfons of the Godhead. Then think on man in his 
firft innocent date in his lapfed condition, and be- 
gun recovery; and on thyfclf particularly, thy na- 
ture, thy faculties, thy date, thy faults, thy end, thy 
duties, and -thy privileges and advantages. Meditate 
oficn on ]efus Chrift, his perfon, his properties, 
his offices, his merits, his fufferings, his conqued, his 
bufinefs and worknow in heaven, and his management 
of the Church on earth, and the world in general. 
Then think of the Holy Spirit, his office, work 
and influences. And let the Church alio be con- 
fidered in it's obligations, ordinances, fufferings, 
progrefs and victory. And think likewife of the 
particular date of the faints of God on earth, their 
temptations, the principles by which they are adted, 
their converfation, and the promifes made them. 
Hence let your minds be led in to contemplate the 
great bleffings of true religioa, fuch as convcrfion, 
judification, adoption, fandtification, peace of con- 
fluence, joy in the Holy Ghod, communion with 
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God, the prelibarions of heaven, and final per- 
feverance. And then let your thoughts terminate 
upon what we call the laft things. Think their/ore 
on death, it's certainty; yet the uncertainty of the 
time of it: the great change it brings upon us, how 
terrible it will be to be unprepared for it, and the 
happinefs of being ready for fo great a change. Then 
think upon the diffolution of this world, when the 
elements (hall melt with fervent heat, and this vaft 
pile of our planetary world become one great bone- 
fire. And from thence let your minds contemplate 
the great Day of Judgment, thofe grand affizes, 
where ail mankind muft be impartially judged, and 
fentence be pronounced upon them accordingly. 
And after all let your thoughts pafs beyond tjie limits 
of time, and ftep into the eternal llatc. There go 
down to the infernal prifon for a while, and view 
the horrors of the place, the frightful afpedt of the 
company, and the intenfenefs and perpetuity of the 
torments. Then mount the fteep afcenr, and foar 
aloft upon the wings of contemplation, to the.blifT- 
ful regions of the celeftial paradife. There fatiate 
your thoughts with the pleafures and beauties of the 
place, the felicity and joys of that Hate and govern- 
ment, the excellency of the company, the glory of 
the difcoveries made them, the noble employment 
that takes them up, and the eternity and immuta- 
bility of all thefe. Think then upon thefe feu hints; 
my friends (where there are almoft as many fubjedts 
as words) and ye can never want matter for your 
thoughts to work upon. 

And now, feeing all our ftudy and meditation 
muft be fo managed that we may receive fopie real 
and abiding advantage, let us ever call oui klves to a 
fenousanc impartial account as tothe fpending oi' our 
time: for how can we fatisfy ourfelyes, without con^ 
verling with our ow n fouls, in order to know how 
it is with them? And how can we attain to know 
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ourfelves, if we never examine and try how it is with 
us? If merchants, and men of butinefs, are io care- 
ful to fetdown every thing in their journals and books 
of account, that they may be able exactly to balance 
what they call their debit and credit, their loffes and 
gains; ought not Chrittians to mind their eternal 
concerns, with the like exattnefs and accuracy? 
How wonderfully does Sen:ca fpeak on this head, 
when he tells us, that in imitation of one Sextius y 
whom he highly commends, he had been acciiflomed 
to examine himfelf every night ! " When at night, 
fays he, " the candle is out, and all is ftill and quiet, 
" then dol look back upon, and fearch all the day 
<c paft by meafuring and running over all I have 
" thought, laid or done. I hide nothing from my- 
* lelf; I overlook and pafs by nothing. I fay to 
cc myfelf, fo and lb thou halt done unadvifedly; do 
<c fo no more. And again, 1 afk myfelf, What evil 
cc have I healed? what vice have I refifted? what 
f< paflion have I moderated? what leflbn have I 
f< learned ? and what good have I done ? And O, 
fays he, M what afwect fleep follows, after this recog- 
<c nition of a man's fclf, when one is confeious of 
" his impartiality and fcrioufnefs, in the review and 
" cenfurc of himfelf and his own manners!" 

And to this purpofe we find an excellent direc- 
tion in the golden verjes y as they are called, of old Py- 
thagoras } which begin thus, Mv^euwov, &c. The 
fenfe of which I render thus : 

Before thine eyes to Jluu-ber fweet give place y 
Be Jure the paft day s journal firjl to trace. 
Survey thy Jieps and actions all : then fay, 
V/hich good ? zvhich bad t Lozv oraered zvere they ? 

O then, my friends, let not it be faid of us that we 
live in i^ie negleft of this duty, led Heathens rife up 
in judgment againft us and condemn us. 

4 But 
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But fince we are not born for ourfelves only, let 
us be concerned to promote the good of others alfo. 
Let us # therefore improve time, by being uidul in 
our ftations to the Church of God and good men, 
and to all as far as we can : for <o we are obliged, as 
we are members of commun. ties, cities and nations; 
and as we are inhabitants of the world. And in 
order to be thus uieful, let us fct before ourfelves 
the glorious example of Chrilt, zvhofe meat and drink 
it was to do ike will of his Heavenly Father > and who 
went about always doing good. And therefore let us be 
afhamed to live as ufelels planes in the world, which 
do only cumber the ground. 

And in order to perform all thefe things aright, 
and fo to improve our time to the beft advantage, let 
us be fure to Ipend as much of our time in prayer 'as 
poffibly we can: for as it is thus that we attain to 
mod immediate and direct communion with God; 
fo it is this way that we attain to be ftrengthened and 
directed in the performance of all the duties we are 
obliged to be taken up in. Therefore let us remem- 
^ h he 6 (r l6# ber, that it is not without juft ground that we are 
. i 7 . ' commanded to pray always, and to pray without ceajing. 
The fenfeof which exprcflions I take to be this : that 
as we are to keep up Itated times of folemn prayer to 
God, and to have recourfe to him, in a more fpeciai 
manner, upon extraordinary emergents and occur- 
rences, in order to be peculiarly directed and aflifted 
then from God ; fo we are ever to keep ourfelves, as 
much as poffibly we can, in a praying frame, and 
for this end to fill up all the vacuities of other affairs 
and ftudies with ejacularory prayers and breath- 
ings. But befides all thefe things, there is one thing 
further that I never found any w riter take notice of, that 
I look upon to be the principal defign of fuch expref- 
iions;,and this is, that we be careful to profecute 
the defign ot our prayers from one time of our life to 
another, waiting for the aniwer of them, and im- 
proving the fame in pniife, when received ; e. g. 
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If a Chriflian pray long for a full vitfory over fuch 
or fuch a temptation or lull, let him profecute this 
delign in all his prayers until he receive an anfwer ; 
which when he has got, let him turn this from the 
catalogue of his petitions to that of his thankfgivings. 
And lb let him ad alfo, with refpectto mercies to be 
received, promifes to be fulfilled, and miferies to be 
averted. 

And thus I have at length finifhed the firji and 
principal rule 1 had to propofe to you, with refped to 
the improvement of time in both the parts thtreof. 
And now I am to hint to you tzio more y which are 
only fubfervient ones ; though, at the fame time, wor- 
thy of your molt ferious thoughts. 

The (2d) Rule therefore is, That in order to the 
right improvement and difpofal of time, we do both 
dedicate ourielves folemnly to God, and as explicitly 
as w c can, in order to fpend our lives wholly in his 
fervice; and be concerned, in order to this, to keep 
a fecret and exadt regifler or diary of all our own 
actions, and the providences of God in relation to us. 

But feeing I have hinted fomething in relation 
to both the parts of this rule in another difcourfe, 
viz.. 'That concerning the mimjlerial work ; 1 ihall not 
therefore trouble you with any thing more upjn 
either of thefe heads. 

Only let me fay this one thing further in relation 
ro the keeping of a diary or private regifter; that 
every man rnuft be left to his own difcretion as to 
the manner and method of adjufiing thofe things 
that occur to him in his life. As therefore fome may 
think it beft to fet things down according to the 
feries of the time they fallout in: fo others may look 
upon the method of heads, or common places, to be 
the beft. And if any ferious perfon fhall think this 
laft way the beft (for as to the firft the method cannot 
be mift) he may perhaps find thefe heads not unrea- 
fonable or ufelefs, viz. That after a ihort feries of 
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his life, to be further continued, he proceeds in this 
order. 

1. To conlider God's providence to him, in 
adapting and difpofing of him for particular ends, 
agreeably to the faculties of his foul, and conftitution 
of his body, together with his external circumftances, 
in relation to both. 

2. What his converfion has been, with the time 
and manner of it. 

3. How far, and in what way he has been led 
into covenant with God, with the renovations of the 
fame. 

4. What crolTes and troubles he has met with, 
and how far thefe have been improved and fandtified. 

5. The dangers, fpiritual or temporal, he has 
been delivered from. 

6. The fins he is moft inclinable unto naturally, 
and thofe he has been moft guilty of and overcome 

7. How frequently, in what manner, and upon 
what occafions, he has been deferted by his God ; 
and, fo far as he can conclude, for what ends thefe 
have happened to him. 

8. What evidences he has had of the wrath and 
dijpltafurc of God upon the account of fin. 

9. And what intimations he has met with of the 
love and kindne(s of his Heavenly Father. 

10. What temptations, invtard or outward, he 
has been moft arflaulted by, and what he has found 
to be the bed antidote and relief agamft thele. 

if. What oblervations and experiences he has 
met with, to confirm him in the belief of the Chris- 
tian religion, as to the being of God, the divinity of 
Chrift, and theexiftence oi invifible, powers. 

12. What oblervable and remarkable things 
have happened to him in his bufinefs, ftudies, dr 
converfe with men, that maybe or ufe to himfelf 
or oihers, as to life and converfation in the world. 

13. Parti- 
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13. Particularly, what has occurred to him in 
the remarkable turns and changes of his life, in 
health and ficknefs. 

14. What intimacy, familiarity and communion 
God has gracioufly admitted him into with himfelf; 
and what anfwers and returns of prayer God has 
granted him. 

And, 15. What fpecial and peculiarly diftin- 
guifhing circumftances he has been under, wherein 
the footfteps of a peculiar condudl; have been con- 
spicuous to him. 

Under thefe heads I humbly fuppofe all things 
may be regularly difpofed, that can be thought ne- 
ceffary to compofe a private Chriftian's regifter. 
Though I prefume not to didtate to any man, but 
leave every one to follow his own method. 

The (3d) and laji Rule is this, : L hat (in order to the 
right regulation of time) we Jet downfome fkort, ra~ 
tional and natural directory, according to which we may 
be enabled and ajfijied rightly to improve our time. 

But feeing every one is to compofe this, according 
to his own circumftances, there is no man that can 
juftly prefcribe to another in this marrer. Nay, there 
is none that can fet to himfelf fuch a directory, as to 
all particulars, that he can be fuppoted to be tied up 
to, at all times ; fince the providence of God is fo 
various this way, that our circumftances render our 
condition, and confequently our duty almoft as dif- 
ferent as the weather is. And therefore a fpiritual 
prudence is that which is to every one the great direc- 
tory of his life. For when the providence of God 
renders our particular rules and methods impracti- 
cable, unlawful or inconvenient ; it is borh our duty 
and wifdom to fall in with the prefent circumftances 
of things, rather than with our own arbitrary deter- 
minations ; feeing then the ftate of the queftio^ is, 
Whether God's method or ours jhouldJbe followed? 

All therefore that 1 (hall propofeto you here, is 
P the 
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the confideration of three things; which are eafily 
minded, and may be put in practice every day, what- 
ever our circumftances are. 

When ye awake in the morning, let this be 
among your firft thoughts; How Jhall I fpend this 
day to beft advantage, jor the honour of God, and my own 
good? And when ye have confidered what is moft 
proper to promote thefe ends ; then firmly propofe 
to yourfelves your bufinefs through the day, and fix- 
edly refolve upon adting fo ; and accordingly proceed 
and fall to work. 

2. In the middle of all your bufinefs, or ftudies, 
allow yourfelves fome time of breathing, in order to 
refieti upon thefe two things, viz. What ye are, and 
what ye do ; putting thefe frequently to yourfelves by 
way of query, thus: What am 1? i. e. am 1 fure I 
am in favour with God ? am I indeed regenerated ? 
am 1 fpiritual in thought, affection, and defign? 
And again; What do I? i. e. am I employed as I 
ought to be? are my ends right? arc the means I 
make ufe of lawful and proper? are my ftudies, or 
my bufinefs, fuch as I ought now to be occupied 
about ? do I behave in all reipedts as one that is 
journeying towards the better country ? 

3. In the evening deep not, before ye have ex- 
amined yourfelves, as to the actions and occurrences 
of the part day. But having fpoken already to this 
duty, I fliall only add here, that it will be of great 
ufe for you to examine yourfelves as to two things, 
by way of queftion to yourfelves, thus: What has 
God's providence been to me this day ? what have I fecn 
or heard that deferves fpecial obfervation and im- 
provement ? what mercies have I received ? what 
troubles have I met with? what dangers have I efca- 
ped ? did God aflifT me, or defert me in my devo- 
tions and bufinefs ? have 1 learned nothing new 
from his holy Word? did he feem to receive, or 
fhut out my prayers ? And again ; What has my way 
been towards God? have I done nothing to difhonour 

him, 
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him, or to difcredit my profeffion ? have 1 a£ted fo 
as to approve myfelf to my God, in thought and de- 
lign, as well as in word apd adlion ? wherein have I 
failed in my duty ? what have I done for religion ? 
and what for my own good, or the good of others ? 
what have I done that I ought to beg the pardon 
of? and what have I to praife God for? 

Now, my friends, 1 hope thefe three generals 
are eafy, both to be remembered and praclifed. For 
as for the particular queftions I have fuggefted, they 
are only propofed to fhew more fully the defign of 
the general ones : and therefore every one may pick 
and chufe, or vary from thefe, as his own circum- 
ftances do require, and as his prudence willdired: 
I only defire you then to remember the three heads 
themfelves, with relation to the morning, the day, 
and the evening, as they are comprehended in thefe 
mnemonical words, propofe y refle£t> and examine. 

And thus I have at length come to the end of 
that which I had to fay to you upon this great and 
practical head of improving time to the bejl advantage. 
Which I conclude wiih thefe few watch-words. 
Spend not your time fo, as to be afterwards obliged 
bitterly to repent of what ye have done: fpend no 
time on that which ye cannot review and look back 
upon with comfort: fpend no time fo, as ye dare not 
pray for a bleffing from God upon what ye do : fpend 
no time, without fome refpedt to God's glory, or 
your own and others' good. And be fure fo to fpend 
and improve your time, that your great work may 
be done before your life end ; then when your few 
days are lived over, ye may joyfully enter in upon a 
happy eternity. 

Now, having finifhed all I had to fay, by way 
of improvement of the Apocalyptical thoughts I 
have prefented you with ; I defire ye may candidly 
interpret my delign, and favourably conltrue my per- 
formance. And one thing I hope ye will remem- 

P 2 ber, 
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ber, that feeing this difcourfe is by way of cpiftle, I 
have therefore ufcd an epiftolary freedom, both in 
what I have faid, and in the way of writing, not 
tying myfelf up to fo clofe a method as in other dif- 
courfes, though I have not altogether neglected even 
that : but if I have failed in any refpeft, remember 
further, that I write to thofe I look upon to be my 
true, good, and kind friends. Let therefore the 
name and ties of friendfhip plead for me, where ye 
may difcern my infirmities, and induce you to pafs 
a favourable fentence upon my attempt to aflift you 
in the way to heaven. 

And now, that I write to fuch dear friends, and 
have mentioned the ties of friendfhip, let me beg of 
you that ye would make it your bulinefs to live toge- 
ther as fuch : for there is nothing Chrift has injoined 
us more, than mutual love, in fo much as he has 
made it the badge of our Chriftianity, when he tells 
John , 3 . us ^ By this fiall all men know that ye are my difciples> if 
ye love one another. And therefore it was * one great 

* Ste E P h. end of his coming into the world, to introduce a di- 

* l ^ l ^vine and univerfal friend/hip among men. For as the 

devil promotes his kingdom in the world, by dilTen- 
fions, emulations, hatred and malice \ fo our blefled 
Mafter carries on his, by union, gentlenefs, peace- 
ablenefs, and univerfal kindnefs, love and charity. 

But befides a general friendfhip, it would be of 
great ufe to cultivate a peculiar one with one or more, 
whofe difpoiition is moft agreeable to our's. And 
feeing there is little of this now to be found in this 
felfifli age, let me give you fuch a defcription of it, 
as may make you fall in love with it. And if this 
appear too florid, remember that, as the fubjed it- 
felt is fo, it is part of a youthful compofure of mine, 
in a letter to a worthy friend, who had defired my 
thou h.s upon this head many years ago. " True 
c< friend Mp is a divine and fpiritual relation of minds, 
€C an union of fouls, a marriage of hearts, and a har«* 

* mQiiy 
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" mony of defigns and afrccUons : which being found- 
" ed on a known a/reeablenefs, and entered into by a mu- 
€€ -tual hearty confent ) groweth up into the pureft kindnefs % 
u and mo ft endearing love } maintaining it/elf by the 
" openeji freedom, the wartnejl fympathy, and the clofeji 
u fecreey. And fuch friends are as twins, every way 
€i alike ; or like fweet flowers, agreeing in beauty, 
<c though perhaps differing in colour, like the rofe 
<c and lily, the primrofe and violet, twifted round 
Cf one another, and mixing- both colours and fmells. 
<c Or they may be compared to two pleafant rivulets 
<c flowing from one fpring and fountain, though fe- 
Vi parated perhaps from fome unlucky rifing of the 
cc ground ; yet meeting again in fome kind and 
u flowery mead, which they blefs by their chearful 
B and gentle meanders ; and it may be thence fepa- 
?! rated again at fome d Stance, where they glide 
51 along liicntly, murmuring now and then to one 
<r another, and mutually complaining of the 
u rude banks that obftruft their joining ; until at 
c< length, having run their full courfe, and becoming 
"one ftream, they pour • themfeives forth into the 
" great ocean itfelf, and become one with it alfo. So 
ft that, like the reft ot the bitter fvveets of this life, 
" friendfhip has it's ups and downs until it flow into 
" heaven, from whence it took it's rife : which is the 
" confummation of all divine friendlhips, and where 
" all true friends do at length happily meet, never 
€t to part/' 

And now, my friends, I {hall conclude this long 
epiftle in the words of a * famous dodtor and father of 
the antient Church: <• Learn, O faithful and reli- 
<c gious men, and carefully apprehend the defign of 
< the gofpel polity. For which end, ftudy to con- 
« f quer flefhly lufts, to be humble in heart, pure in 

" mind, 

* Bafil. Magn. in his Ne^jja w^os vtof, The words bc^in thus; 
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u mind, and matters of your paffions. If ye arc cai- 
" led to fuffer, act heroically, and do fomething over 
" and above mere paBivehefs, for the honour of your 
fc Lord. If ye are unjuftly created, evidence that ye 
" are not contentious ; if hated, love your enemies ; 
Cf if perfecuted, endure i: ; and if reviled, anfwer no 
if man otherwifc than by prayer and good wifhes. 
4€ Die to fin, crucify your affections for God, and caft 
€i all your care upon your Lord and Mafter. That 
€< thus ye may at length reach the glorious place, 
" where millions of angels, and the glorious affem- 
" bly of rhe firft-born are praifing God, and where 
€€ the holy apoftles, prophets, patriarchs, martyrs, 
<f and all the righteous are. To this blefled foaety, 
u let us labour a r id pray to be joined, through Jefus 
€i Chrift our Lord. To whom be glory for ever." 

Now, that both ye and I may attain, through 
grace, to be thus happy, is and fhall be the ferious, 
fervent, and conftant prayer of, 

My very dear Friends , 

London. Jan. ir, Your's to love and ferve you 

1701, being the in the Q Q r \ of QUr Lord 

firit day both , 0 t r n. 

of the Year and Saviour Jefus Chrift, 



and Century, 



ROB. FLEMING. 
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POSTSCRIPT, 

CONTAINING 

A (hort Account of i^r/? Principles of Apocalyptical 
Interpretations advanced in the preceding Difcourfe. 



AF T E R I had finifhed the foregoing difcourfe, 
and that all the Ihcets were ahnoft printed, I 
was carneftly urged by a friend, to fay fomething to 
fecure the foundation I go upon: efpecially becaufe 
the learning of Grotius and Dr. Hammond had influ- 
enced many to follow another way of interpreting 
the Revelation, as the reputation of Mr. Baxter had 
fw ayed others to think well of the fame. And when 
I urged that Dr. More, in his My fiery of Iniquity, and 
Dr. Crejfener,\\\ his Demonfiraticn of the Firjl Principles 
of the Protejlant Interpretations of the Apocalypfe, had 
done this fufficiently already ; he replied, that thefe 
books were both voluminous and dark, and not eafy 
to be purchafed by every one ; and that therefore 
fome (hort account of this matter at this time feemed 
to be neceffary. I urged many things again ft this, as 
that this advice came too late, and that fhould I con- 
tract never fo much, it would fwell this part of my 
book coo much, to keep a due proportion with the 
orhcr difcourfes, and indeed make the whole too 
4 bulky. 
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bulky. But after all, importunity and the refpect I 
bore my friend, prevailed wich me, to fay fomethmg 
to all thofe things, chat he thought I ought to pre- 
mife. Therefore not to fpend any longer time, in 
giving the reafons, why I did not fpeak to thefe things 
before in their proper place, or why I do fo now; 
I fh^xll give ray thoughts of this book and the firft 
principles of the right interpretation of it, in fome 
propofitions, which do gradually lay the foundation 
of what I advanced before. 

I. Proportion. The Revelation was written by 
the Apojile John, and is a Sacred and Canonical 

Book of the New Tcftament. 

I hope there is no Chriftian that will difpute 
the truth of this propoiition with me. For, befides 
that the ftile of John may be ealily traced in this 
book, notwithftanding the difference of the fubjed: 
from that which he w rote of in his Gofpel and Epif- 
tles; he does frequently make mention of himlelf, 
and that with fuch peculiar circumftances, as agree 
with none but the Apoflie : as we fee chap. r. verfe i, 
2,4,9. See alfo o!w/>. 21. 2. and 22. 8. 

1 know indeed that fome of the antients doubted 
of this, as Caius, a Latin father, mentioned by Eufe- 
bius, Hift. Lib. 3. Cap. 28. and Dionyjius of Alex- 
andna, who made a great noife againft it for a while, 
as we fee in EuJebiu5d\{o> Hiji. Lib. 7. Cap. 4. But 
yet even this man declares that he owns it to be a 
facrcd book, though not written by the Apoftle 
John. Wherein he fpeaks, what we muft look upon 
to be altogether ablurd. For if St. John be not the 
author, it muft be an impofture, feeing his name is 
inferted in it, as being the penman. So that if it be 
not St. John y s t it is no facred bock. Or if it be a fa- 
cred book, the author is none but the beloved Apof- 
tle. But the weaknefs and inconfiftency of this 

Denys 



Digitized by the.Center for Adventist Research 



RISE AND FALL Ot PAPACY* III 



Dtnys his reafons againft this book, are fufficiently 
though briefly expofed by Mortjieur' Du Pin, berth in 
his preliminary DifTertation to his Bibliotheque des Au- 
teuYS Ecclefiafliques, and in his HiJloYy of the Canon of 
the Books of Scripture. 

And if this were any argument againft the divi- 
nity of this book, that fome perfons have doubted 
of it, or denied it to be canonical, there is hardly one 
book in the New Teftament that would ftand the 
teft; feeing we find in the ancient Church Hiftory, 
that there have been not only particular men, buc 
even fecis of them, that have excepted, fome againft 
one book, and fome againft others. And we know 
that the Epiftlcs of James and Jtide, and the fecond 
and third Epiftles of John, and that admirable Epif- 
tle to the Hebrews, have been controverted, as well as 
the Apoc?.lypfe : of the authority of which neither 
Papiit nor Pro tefta nt, Grecian nor Armenian Chrillian, 
doubts at this day. 

And as all Chriftians do now acquiefce in the 
Revelation, as a canonical book : fo excepting thofc 
I mentioned, and the heretics called Alogians, all 
the eminent Fathers of the Church received it of old. 
So did Jufiin Martyr, Dialog, cum Tryph. lrcn<eus 
lib. 4. cap. 37. and 50. and lib. 5. cap. 30. and 
apud Eufeb. lib. 5. cap. tf. Tertallian, adv. Marc, 
lib. 3. cap. 5. Clemens Alexandrinus, apud Eufeb. lib. 

3, cap. 23. Origen in Mat. and in' Joh. and apud 
Eufeb. lib. 6. cap. 25. and Eufebhts him/elf Hift. lib. 

4. cap. 28. Nay, all the other fathers agree in this 
alfo, viz. Epiphanius, Vi£iorinus % Theophi/us, Cyprian, 
Methodius, Jerom ; and other authors quoted by £«- 
febius, Epiphanius, and Jerom, viz. Melito, Hippolitus, 
Vifhrinus, &c. 

But for my own parr, were all thefe authorities 
wanting, there is that in this book itfelf, that would 
inforce me to own it as divine. Eor befides the au- 
guftnefs af it's ftile, the wifdom of it's contexture, 

and 
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and the purity of it's defign and counfels, there is 
fomething that I want a name for, that commands 
xny belief and veneration, and infinuates itfelf into 
iuy affection and confeience, as if Chrift himfelf 
breathed fomething divine in every line. But the 
clear view of the fulfilling of the feveral parts of it's 
prophecy, is an argument that even feveral other 
books of the New Teftament want. 

1L Propofition. The book of the Revelation of, 
John zvas written after the definition of Jeru- 
salem. 

The notion of Grotius, upon which his inter- 
pretation of the Apocalypfe is founded, is this; That 
the Seven Kings or Heads of the Beaft, mentioned Rev. 
17. 10. are not to be underftood of [even feveral forms* 
of goverrnent, but of feven particular emperors, viz^ 
Claudius, Ntro, Galba, Otho y Vitcli'ms, Vefpafian and 
Titus, and that Domitian is the eighth, who was of 
thefeventh; becaufc, as he pretends, he governed 
during his father's abfencc. 

The foundation which he lays, for the probation 
of this, is that John was banifhed into Patmos, in the 
reign of Claudius: but that though hie faw his vifions 
then, he did not write them till Vefpafian s time. For 
he muft make this I aft fuppofition, as well as the firft y 
elfe his notion would be condemned immediately^ 
feeing it is faid, that five of thefe kings zvere fallen y 
Rev. 17. 10. that is, fays he and Hammond, . when he 
wrote, not when he fazv thefe vifions. But how falfc 
this is, any body may fee with half an eye; feeing 
thefe words are not John's but the Angel's to him.. 
And therefore the defenders of this opinion muft find 
out five emperors that were fallen before Claudius, if 
they will reftrid: thefe Heads of the Beaft to particu- 
lar men : for if the angel fpake thefe words to John 
in the days of Claudius, they muft relate to them that 
went before, or to none. 

This 
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This is enough to deftroy this notion of th?ir's f 
and I know not how it is poflible for any of their 
admirers to falve their credit this way. But feeing 
the principal thing they found upon, is this, that John 
law the Apocalyptical vifions in the days of Claudius, 
and that fo all, or at leaft moll of the Revelation re- 
lates to things that fell out before the dejlruclion of 
J-crufalem; 1 ihall fay fome thing farther to difprove 
this aflenion, and to confirm the verity of our pro- 
portion. 

Now there are only two things adduced by Gro- 
Uus and Hammond to prove, that John was in Palmes 
in Claudius his reign: the i// is, that Claudius raifed 
a perfecution againft both Jews and Chriitians, and 
that being the firft perfecutor, it is probable that 
John was banifticd at that time. The fecond is, that 
Epiphanius does exprefsty afferr, that it was by Clau- 
dius that John was baniihed to Patmos. 

As tp the firft of thefe, it is nothing but a fup- 
pofition without any proof ; for we have no account, 
cither in the Ads of the Apoftles, or in any other 
writer, that Claudius did ever perfecute either Jews 
or Chriftians. And Lattanlim de Mori. Per/, does 
exprefsly affert, that no Emperor did perfecute the 
Chriftians before Nero. It is true, Suetonius {ays, Clau- 
dius Judteos impulfore Cbrejh tumid tuantes Roma expulit. 
And Luke tells us, that Claudius banifhed the Jews 
from Rome, which occalioned Aquilaund Pr/fc ilia, and 
other Chriftian Jews, to retire from Rome : but nei- 
ther of them fay that he perfecuteel the Chriftians, or 
even the Jews. Now, as ior the expreluon of Suetonius, 
impulfore Chrefto, or Cbnjlo, the meaning muft be this, 
that the Jews that did not believe, going about to 
ftir up the goverment at Rome, as they did every 
where elfe (as is plain from the Book of the A6te) 
againft the Chriftians, and appearing againft them in 
a tumultuous manner, upon the occajion of Chrijl J 
complaints might probably be brought to the Em. 
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peror, who no doubt, upon this account, banifhed 
all of that nation from Rome; fo that Suetonius having 
a confuted notion of Chnft, might cafily be induced 
to exprefs himfelf this way. And now that this was 
all that Clauduis did againft the Chriftians, is plan to 
me from one argument that has dcaped Dr. More, 
but is to me unanfwerable, taken from the iStb 
chapter of the Acts; where, after the facrcd hiftorian 
had taken notice of Claudius his banifhing the Jews 
out of Rome, and that of Aquila and Prifci/las being 
lately come upon that account from Italy to Corinth ; 
he tells us of Paul's lodging with them, becaufe he 
was of the fame occupation. But being pre fled in 
fpirit, to preach Chrift, upon the coming of Silas and 
"Timothy from Macedonia, he goes into their Synagogue, 
and reafons with the Jews and profelytes there, upon 
this head : and having converted fome, particularly 
CrifpuSy the chief ruler of the Synagogue, and Ju/lus, 
in vi hole houfe he afterwards difputed; Crifpus 
no doubt being thrown out of his office, and Sojihenes 
put in his ftead, and Paul continuing to preach in 
Juftus his houfe, which joined to the Synagogue; the 
Jews are incenfed to fuch a degree, as to rife tumui- 
ruoufly againft Paul. Softbeues therefore, the new chief 
ruler of the Synagogue, and the reft of the unbe- 
lieving Jews, make an infurrection, and feize upon 
Paul, and carry him to the Judgment-Seat, before 
the Proconful Gallio, that excellent Roman, the elder 
brother of Seneca. He tells the Jews, that if Paul, 
or any other man, were guilty of what was lewd, 
xvicked, or unjuft, that in that cafe he was obliged to 
punifli fuch perfons according as the Roman law and 
jujiice did require. But feeing they accufed Paul of 
nothing of that kind, but only of doftrinal matters, 
relating to their own law and religion, he had nothing 
to do with them; and therefore he drove them all 
away, and let Paul at liberty, which made the Gen~ 
turs fail upon SoJiben^s ) the chief author of this tumult, 

aw) 
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and beat him before the Judgment-Seat ; which Gal- 
lio permitted to be done and connived at, either as 
judging that he did deferve to be fo treated, or as 
fuppoCng it might prevent the Jews from acting fo 
fa&ioufly and tumultuoufly again. Now, after this 
ihort, but exadt account of this hiftory, it will be 
eafy to fee how precarious and groundlefs, nay falfe, 
Grotius's opinion is, of a pcrfecution being raifed 
againft Jews and Chriftians, in the days of Claudius. 
For if there had been any fuch thing, or any edict for 
it, how came Gallio to tolerate a public Synagogue 
of the Jews, andi fuffer Paul to preach openly ? or 
if the Chriftians were only ordered to be pcrfecuted, 
why did not the Jezvs ufe this, as the reafon of their 
accufing Paul, who to be fure wanted not a good- 
w ill to have done fo, and were not ignorant that this 
would have been the main argument to prevail with 
the Proconful ? And had there been any fuch edict, 
can we imagine that Gallio was ignorant of it ? for fo 
he muft have been, feeing he tells the Jews, that he 
had no orders to punilh any man for his religion 
or fentiments that way, but only thofe that were guilty 
of wickednefs or lewdnds in lite. If any fay, that 
his temper was to tare for none of theje things; I an- 
fwer, this expreffion may indeed denote his temper: 
but 1 fuppofe it fpeaks forth not only that, but his 
principle and fcntiment, as judging it unrighteous to 
perfecute, or punifh any man for mere opinion. 
But, whatever this had been, had there been any 
edidt for perfecuting the Chriftians or Jews, he durft 
not have ncgleded his orders, efpecially when the 
edi£t muft have been fo recent, and when he had 
w hat might have pa ft for a juft reafon of his puni fil- 
ing both the party accufing, and the party accufed, 
viz. their disturbing (as he might have reprefented 
it) of the public peace. But indeed it is too plain to 
need any further proof, that Claudius his banilhing 
ihc Jezvs out of Rome, was accompanied with no 
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perfection, either againu them or agajf^ft the Chrifu £ 
trans. And this Dr. Hammond confirms* by y/hnt he * 
fafl in his annotations on the .3 \ji verie of lii©d6i#J 
chapter of theV/rA, forgetting, that this waw he dc^- 
Ifttiys his own foundation of interpreting ehe Reveta^ 
tfon : where, upon thefe words of Luke l that Jgrippa, - 
J'rfhts, and Ben nice, and the reft of the conapany* j 
after they had heard Ptiuis defence, did conclude* 
inat he had do::e nothing that deferved either death « 
or imprifonrncnt \ the doctor obferves, that the wkw 
fon why they did conclude fo, Mas, becaufc there had 
been as yet no edict emitted againft the Chrifbansy 
by any of the emperors : and this was the reafon alfo, H 
fayi he, why Ga!lw y the Proconful o\ Achate faid 
publicly, that it w as nor for him to judge of things 
that the Roman\i\\\$ had determined nothing about:* 
for continues the doctor, though Claudius had com- 
manded the Jezvs to leave Italy, by which the Chrif- 
tmn Jezvs w ere forced to go away alio, not as they \\ 
Mere ChrifUans, but beccu'e they wzxc Jews j yet 
there was yet no Ia>v made againft ChriHians, as Juih % 
at this time. It is trtre, he fays,- that John was not 
onW banifhed, as A^uila and Prifcilla were, but con- 
fined in the ffle of Patmos. But he ihould have given 
the reafon, why John was the only perfon persecuted* > 
however I fhall examine this affernon, and the reafon 
that the do&or gives for it in other places of his aiw 
notations. 

We come therefore now, in the 2d place, to 
confider the teftimony of Epiphanius, upon whofe 
credit alone Grotius and Hammond believe that John 
was in Patmos, in Claudius's time. And here by the 
vraj^ I cannot forbear to obferve the ftrange miftake 
of Dr. Lrob/fco/y who agrees in the main with thefe 
learned men, in interpreting the Revelation, in rela- 
tion to the Jm-s before the definition of jerufaUm> 
and therefore makes Jdm to fee thefe Vilions long 
before that; but has 'this peculiar tohjmfelf, that he 

imagines 
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imagines John was not banifhed there, but went thi- 
ther voluntarily to preach the gofpcl to the inhabi- 
tants;; whereas John himfelf doth exprefsly tell la- 
titat he was there as a fufferer and witnefs for Chrift, 
chap. i. v. 9. / John, zvbo a[fo <fm your brother and 
companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience 
of J ejus Cbriji, was m the ijle that is called Patmos,/6r 
the word of (A/, and for the teftimcny of Jefus Cbriji. 
So that as this refutes Dr. UgbtfM y and confirms 
what Grotius and Hammond agree in, that John w as 
not in Patmos as a traveller, but as a pnibner and 
fufferer; fo it is enough to refute even them alfo : 
for the words do plainly iniinuate, that John was not 
the only perfecuted man a: this time, but that there 
was then a pcrlecution railed againft all Chnftians in 
general; and therefore we may be allured that he was 
not in that ifhnd in the days of Claudius, in whole 
time we have proved there was no perfecution. 

But to return: Epiphamus fays indeed, That 
John faw his vifious in Patmos, in tlx reign of Clau- 
dius. Hcref. 5 1. Sect. 12 and 3 5. But can his (in- 
gle authority weigh down all antiquity, that fays the 
contrary? ihall we believe him rather than Ire;;ei<s, 
who lived two hundred years before him, and was 
the fcholar of Polycarp, the fcholar of John himfelf? 
Now what can be plainer than the words of Ireneus, 
lib. 5. cap. 30. as they are preferved in the original 
by LLufebius, lib. 5. cap. 8. Hift. Eccl. Ei yz% sgci m-- 
tywSov t« wv kc'jxc wttjgyi?aj5a< to ovoiict wjTf, Si SK&}£ ov fN$N 
Td y.cii t'/v Iftr^Ati^v eolgakor®* - uds, yuo tcqq ttoa?^ ;^vk 
ewcifyi ciXKct &fc*dov Tv t : v'^-e^i; yvjsac y -po; ts\:i 7^.; 
Ac'JLiTict'j's ft^Vf;. ' That is, // his name (viz. That of 
Antichrill, or the Bead ) had been cpen/y to be divulged 
at this time, it'Kvoiild no doubt have been to 7 d by him that 
fazv ' the Apocalyptical Vifions: for it is not a longtime 
ftnee he faw thefe, but even in fome fenje, in cur own 
time, viz. towards the end of the reign of Domitian. 
And that Irene us had juft rcafon to fey, that Join'* 

feeing 
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feeing the Revelation was almofl in his own time, or 
within the memory of the men of that generation, if 
not his own alfo, is plain from chronology : for he 
being the fcholar of Polycarp, who was martyred in 
the year of Chrifl 167, and being himfelf put to 
death in the year 202, if we fuppofe that he wrote 
this but ten or twelve years before his death, yet he 
might juftly fay, that there was but about an ages 
difference from his time, and that wherein John faw 
the Revelation : for if John was in Patmos towards the 
end of Domitian's reign, it could not be fooner, in any 
propriety of fpeech, than the year 90, feeing he began 
his government^;;. 81, and died 96. And who can 
doubt but Irenens does deliver here, what his matter 
Polycarp had told him ? for as none knew the hiftory 
of John better than that worthy perfon, fo none had 
better opportunity to know what related to this mat- 
ter than Ireneus, by reafon of his long and intimate 
acquaintance with him. This feemed a foundation 
fure enough of old to Eufebius : and if fome men had 
not fome private ends to promote, by oppofing it, 
might be a fufficient foundation to all men It ill . Let 
us therefore hear what this learned hiftorian fays on 
Eitfcb this head : <f In ihofe days, fays Eufebius (viz. in the 
tcci. H*itt. " days of Cerdo, Ignatius, and Simeon, of whom he had 
v 1. c. 23. ct | 3een fpeaking) the apoflle John, the beloved dfciple, 
11 zvas yet alive, infpefting the churches of Afia % 
" having returned after Domiiians death from the 
,c ifland, whither he had been banifhed. Now 
<c that John was then alive, it is enough to adduce 
** the teftimooy of two perfons of great authority, who 
" are worthy of all belief, and were ever eminent for 
" defending the truth, I mean, Ireneus and Clemens 
<c Aiexandrinus ; the firfl: of whom, in his fecond book. 
u againft herefies, fpeaks thus : All the Prefbyters % 
u fays Ireneus,. who lived familiarly with the apojlle 
c< John in Afia, do ajfure us, that they had this related 
ff to them from John himfelf; for be lived with them 

" even 
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u etren unto the times of Trajan. In his third book 
" alfo, Iren<eus gives us the lame account, in thefe 

* words; The church of Ephcfus alfo, which was 
u founded by the apojile Paul, and was afterwards under 

* the xarc of the apojile John, until Trajan's time, is an 
" eminent witnefs of what was delivered to us by the 
•* apofile. And befides him, Clemens likewife, fays 
ff Eufebius, does not only take notice at the fame nmc, 
il but gives a particular Oory rclaring to him, in that 

book of his, which bears this title, IVhal rich man 
€< canbtfaved?" And then Eufebius recites the ftory 
at length, which were too long to infert here. 

Now if John lived to the days of Trajan, he mud 
have been a prodigioufly old man, according to Epi- 
phanius, who fays he was 90 years of age in Claudius 
his time. Forgiving him all the allowance that can 
be deiired, viz. that John was fo old in thelaft year 
of Claudius, and that he died in the firft year cf 
Trajan, he muft have been 134 years old at leaft when 
he died: feeing Claudius died A. G 54, and Trajan 
did not begin to reign until the year 98, though 
others fay, with more probability, not until A. G 
100. Now, befides that it is not eafy to believe, 
that fo thoughtful and laborious a man fhould live 
fo long, the improbability of what Epiphanius lays, 
appears further from this; that if in the year 54 
from Chrift's birth John was 90 years of age, he mutt 
have been 36 elder than Chnft. And if lo, it feems 
very odd, that Chrift fhould fay to him, from the 
crofs, Man, behold thy mother, and to Mary, Woman, 
behold thy fon. For as this feems to fay, that he was 
at leaft as young as Chrift, this account makes him 
an old man of near 70 years of age at that time. 
Which as it muft fuppofe Mary to a very aged 
perfon of between 80 and 90 at lealt, fo it contradich 
the conflant and unanimous tradition of the Church* 
which fuppofes him to be very young at that time. 
Whence Boronius lavs, that he was but 25 years old. 

R And 
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And Nicepbortis relates put of an epiftle of EvodiM 
Bijhop of Anliochy that the virgin, herfelf was not then 
50 ; feeing Chnft > as he afferts, was born when lhe 
was but 15 years old. 

Whence it appears, how little we ought to truffc 
Epipbanius, in oppolitioii to all antiquity bcfides. 
Obfcr 14 " ™^ich made Drujus fay, fcimus omnes Epiphamum in 
cap. 21. multis graviter hallucination. And upon the fame ac- 
count Pctavius fcrupl'cs not to correct him : for where 
he has it impcrante Claudio, he w rites this fhort note 
in- the margin, mtndofe pro Domitiano. 

But the truth is, though I am not willing to de- 
tract from this aiirthor's credit, yet I fufpedt it was 
not lb much an error of judgment as of will, or thas 
which fome call a pi a fraus*tYi2X made him defert the 
tradition of the church in this matter. For his tel«# 
ling us this ftory is upon the oscafion of an objection 
of the Montanifis againft the Apocalypfe, taken from 
this fuppofition, that there was no church in Tkyaiira, 
"when John writ the Revelation; which it feems he 
thought would fervc another turn, if he inverted it, 
by telling them that John laid fo only by way of pro- 
phecy. Whence he proceeds to prove the verity 
and divinity of the book; and therefore thought his 
argument would be the more €Ogent,. the further he 
run up the date of the Revelation and Johns being 
in Palmos. But as this was a poor as well as unlaw- 
ful Jhik, fo I thall leave him and his authority both 
ro thole who have more time and leifure to confidev 
them further* 

For to me there is proof enough from the Re- 
velation itfelf, to allure us, that it was written in 
Boi'iituius time. For it is plain not only from ch. 1, 
<vaf- 9, which I touched upon before, but from the 
jftrain of all the/even epiflles which John w rites to the 
churches of Afia> that at the time of his being in 
j Litmus ^ or rather before, there had been a fevere per- 
iecucion upon them. Therefore he tells the Church 
<A Ephefus, that lhe had laboured and endured, and had 

not 
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mt fainted under the tYoulles that had come upon her, 
chap. 2. vcr. 2. And lb the Chriftians of Smyrna are 
toJd of their tribulation, and exhorted not to fear impri- 
Jmment or any other thing that they Jbould fujfer, v. 9, 
ip*^His" ( being added, that they mull expeA trU 
bklaUon for ten days: which by the way is no incon- 
fiderable hint ; feeing the perfecution of Doviiliai:, 
from the firft beginning of it, laded about ten years, 
which in the dialect of St. John ar£ called \aayL I 
might mention many other things, but this is plain, 
that the Church was under perfecution every where 
at that time, if it were only from thefe and the like 
cxprefiions, be thou faithful unto the death ; and to him 
that over come ih "j: ill I dofoandfo. And befides all 
thefe things, mention is made of an eminent martyr 
of the church of ffervdmus, chap. 2. ver. ii\ whole 
name was Antipas. For the apollle John, or rather 
Cbrijf, is fo exprefs in relating this, that we may de- 
ny any thing in the Bible, if we deny this matter of 
fad:. I am not concerned here with the allegoric* 
fomc fanciful men make upon this name, when they 
tell us that it fignilles as much as ant/pater or tinif- 
papa: nor have 1 any thing to do w ith the ftories that 
Jater authors tell us of him, as of his being Bifbop of 
Pergamns, and of his being burnt in a brazen bull, 
with other circumftantial matter* relating ro his 
perfon or death. Let Autlja therefore, Mctaphrafles, 
CedremiSy Pererius, Surius y Baronius, Cornelius a Lapide, 
and a thoufand more be fuppoled to miftake in their 
relating this ftory : yet no man fhall ever make me 
difbelieve what St. John fays of this matter. And f 
muft have further proof, than ever I expeel to re- 
ceive, before I can believe that all thefe authors arc 
rniftaken, as to the foundation of their relation; w hen 
they unanimoufly tell us, that this marry r fullered in 
the reign of Domitian. 

And now I fuppofe I have faid enough to prove 
thftf John was not \nPalmos before the reign of D ;//,/- 

K 2 f tian. 
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tian+ And if To, the foundation of Crotius ?hd his 
followers talis to the ground. So that thefe Corollaries 
mufi naturally follow from wha,c has been faid, and 
return as certain truth*., lonnin alood^id:] isrh % fb?\dt 

1 Corol. The vifions of the Apocalypfe relate nei- 
ther to the Rornifh nor Jewifh jiate % before the 
dejiruttion of jerufalem by Titus. 

2 Corol. The Revelation relates to the Church and 
her adverfaries, as to thofe things thai were to Jail 
out ajer the ever/ion of the Jewilh jlale. 

Now before I proceed, Imuft defire the reader 
ta obferve the diftnbution, which Chrift himfelf 
nukes of the iubietts, treated of in this book, ch* i % 
v. 19, when he commands John frying* Tqc'fycv a eifc;, 
vui u ei<ji % v.ui a (leAhei yw'bcti fLeru txutcc ; i.e. Write the 
things wbuh thou hajl feen> and the things which are \ 
and the things which Jhall be hereafter : where it is 
plain three things are diftinguifhed : J. The things 
izhich John bad feen, viz. the emblems, figures, or 
hieroglyphica! reprefentations, that had beenobje&ed 
to his eyes or imagination, from v. 12. to v. J9. 
Then 2. 7 he things which were exijlent and in being 
at , the time when John was in Patmos, vvz. the 
churches planted by the Apoflles, particularly the 
feven Alia tic ones, to which John had a peculiar re-, 
lation, and to which he was ordered to direct feven 
Epiftles. And then 3. The things which were to fall 
cut hereafter, viz. the prophetical part of the book/ 
beginning with the 4/ A chapter; as is plain from the 
Jjl verfe thereof. Where after John had written what 
related to both the former heads, he tells us, that he 
heard a voice, like the voice of a trumpet, talking with 
him, and commanding him now to begin and write 
the things which be was to fhew him and reprejent to him. 
emblematic ally % which were to be perzTotvTx, after the 
{xfjfatipn of the olfrer things mentioned before^ which 
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were faid then to exift, viz. the then prefent circum- 
Ji antes of /he Afiatic churches. 

So that this is a fufficient anfwer to thofe that 
objcdt, that this book cannot be fuppofed to contain 
a prophecy of the ftate of the Church for any long 
time, feeing it is faid, that the things prophefied of in 
the Revelation mufi Jhortly come to pafs y chap. 1. v. 1, 
For feeing we have a double explication of this ex- 
prcfiion, viz. chap. J. v. 19. and chap, 4. v. i. I 
afk, whether we are to (tick fo to the letter of the 
firft fhort proportion, as to reject the explication 
given of it in the following places? It was very pro^ 
per indeed, when forne things in this book did con- 
cern the then prefent flate of the church, and fome 
otiier things that did relate to the future condition of 
it, to fay, as in chap. 1. v.i. that the prophecy re- 
lated to things that were fhortly to come to pafs : 
becaufe not only were thofe things to be foon ful- 
filled that concerned the churches o\ AfiadX that time; 
but the other things were then alio to enter upon 
their begun accomplifhment. But that we might 
not imagine that tne whole of this book was to be 
accomplilhed ihortlv, we are told, ch. 1. v. 19. and 
ch. 4, v. 1. that what related to future time, was to 
be accompiifhed and fill out afterwards. And that 
aocfardingly; we might fee the full extent of this pro- 
ph y, we are led down from fcene to fcene, till wc 
are brought to the end and coniummation of all 
things ai la-ft And now feeing we have proved that 
this book was written after the deftrudtion of Jcrufa* 
lem> we mult deiire our antagonirts to find out fomd- 
thingctfe, to which they can accommodate all the 
figures of the Revelation, before we quit our interpre- 
tation, merely becaufe they diiiike it, though they 
can offer us nothing in the room of the fame. So' 
that until they be able to enlighten our minds with 
another lcheme than that of (irotius, which we have 
fufftciently, though briefly refuted; I mult be bold 

to 
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to lay down this further Corollary % which is toe fame 
with our jirjl pojlu/atum in the preceding difcourfe/ 

eobb b^nA sfrfl gtitfol '«foH .ji i^bftfro.) 01 vll/ymq 
3. Corol. "That the Revelation contains the f cries of 

all the remarkable Events and Changes of the 

State of the Chriftian Church to the &id of the 

World. o bbl $vbA blijo?3rf 

And the fame diftribution of this book, into the 
three parts I have mentioned, lays a fufficient founda- 
tion for another propofition alio. 

III. Propofition. The Seven Epiflles direttcd 
to as many Churches in the Lefier Afia, do not 
immediately relate to the Chrijlian Church in ge- 
ncral> and therefore cannot be interpreted pro-* 
phetically, in any proper fenfe> as if 1 hey did de- 
note fo many periods of time in relation to it. 

I might demonftrate this, were it needful. But 
feeing it makes nothing for my defign, which way 
foever men undcrfiand it, I fhall fay nothing to it 
now ; efpecially becaufc the learned WitfuSy my pro- 
lefforand mailer formerly, has fufficicmly uemonltra-r 
ted what I alien in this propofition, in his Diatribe 
de feptem Epijlolarum Apocalypticarum fenfu Htflorico 
& Prophcticoy publifhed in his Mifcellanea Sacra. 

And neither have I rime to prove other propo- 
rtions, that might appear more neceffary : only feeing 
the Key of interpreting the Apocalypfc, which the 
Angel gives John, chap. 17. is fo very plain^ I cannot 
but build another proportion upon it. 

IV. Prop. Babylon the great y or the Apocalyptical 
Beafy taken in a general fenfe, as it is repre- 

fented, with us feven Hcads> and ten Horns, is 
no other than an emblem of the Roman Empire. 

For 
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For bcfides that Dr. CreJJener, and others, have 
pVoved this, the text itfclf is demonltration enough 
to all thofe that will be at pains attentively and im- 
partially to confider it. l H or feeing the Angel does 
exprefsly fay, that by this was meant the ftven billed 
cuy % ver. 9, and the city that then did reign over the 
Kings of the earth, ver. 18. I. cannot imagine what 
he could have (aid more plainly upon this head. 

But feeing he rcprefents the Empire, under the 
peculiar coniiderarion of it's being governed by a 
woman, who is called the great Whore % or Adultrefs: 
therefore this lays a foundation for another propor- 
tion. 

V. Prop. The Seven-headed Beafl, more efpe daily 
confidered, as it is represented as rid upon by the 
Whore, doth reprejent Rome to us as it is under 
the Ecclefiajlical Government of the Papacy, or 
Apojlate Church of Rome. 

This the Angel does fufficicntly infmuate, chap. 
l 7. ver. 8. when he fays, The Beaji zvhich thou fawej? 9 
was, and yet is not al this time ; i. e. the Bead which 
thou faweft, is indeed the fame Roman Empire which 
was before, and was reprefenttd to thee, chap. 13. 
v. 1. but // is not yet, in another fenfe, viz. as now 
thou behcldeft it under the rule of a I Wore, or the 
Apojlate Church of Rome. For this laft Ecclefiaflical 
Form of Government is not yet come, but it is to 
come (when it arifeth) out of the bottomlefs pit, in order 
to go thither again, into endlefs perdition. 

And if this be once granted, then that will natu- 
rally follow, which I am to reprefent as another prc- 
pofirion. 

VI. Prop. The feven Kings, reprefented by the feven 
Heads of the Beajl, are no other than the feven 

Forms 
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Forms of Supreme Government, that did fuccef* 
Jlvely obtain among the Romans. 

This the Angel doth likewife fufficiently infinu-* 
ate, ver. 10, which can never he underftood of par- 
ticular Emperors, at leaft not of thofe Grottus fixed 
upon, whofe opinion this way we have already refu- 
ted. And therefore feeing fivt of the Forms of the 
Roman Government were fallen in Johns time, viz. 
Kings , Confuls, Dictators, Decemvirs, and Military Tri* 
bunes, (as Tacitus reckons them, Annal. lib. i.Jeft. 1.) 
and feeing the Imperial authority was that which was 
in being then, we have no reafon to quit fo plain and 
exatft an interpretation, until more be faid againft it, 
than ever has been vet produced to the world. 

And were it not that I am confined fo much 
now, both as to time, and left this Poftfcript fnould 
fwcll to an enormous bulk, 1 fhould not fear to at- 
tempt the demonftration of thtfe laft proportions, 
and to proceed to others that would lay a further and 
more ftrong foundation ftill,of that method of inter- 
preting the Revelation, which the genera 1 ity of Pro- 
reflants are agreed in. But I hope I have faid enough 
for this place, to fecure the principles I go upon, by 
w hich the things which I propofed at firltas pojlu/ata 
are, I think, fufficiently proved. And feeing my 
principal defign in writing this Poftfcript, was to re- 
fute the hypothefis that Grotius and Hammond go up- 
on; 1 leave it to the candid and impartial thoughts 
of the reader, whether I have not faid enough to 
prove it to be altogether precarious. 

And now feeing every one muft fee how much I 
have been ftraitened, both as to time and paper, in 
this Poftfcript, I hope the reader will pafs the more 
favourable conftrudtion on what defedts he may ob- 
fervc in my performance, either as to matter, method, 
or the calculations of time, which I have run upon ; 
in which, if there be any thing obfeure or confufed, 

the 
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the ftudy of brevity and difpatch has occafioned it. 
Butfince I have advanced nothing, in relation to fu- 
ture time, but by way of conje^iure, nor indeed af. 
ferted any thing (in relation to that part of the pro- 
phecy which is fulfilled) dogmatically and poficively, 
but only propofed my thoughts, after the manner of 
a rational probability ; I fuppofe no man will think it 
"worth his while to make a noife about little miftakes, 
that perhaps I may have been guilty of, through hafte 
or inadvertency. But if any perfon fhall take occa- 
lion, from what I have faid, to ftudy the Apocalypfe 
to better advantage than I have attained to do, and 
fhall give the world a better built , and more clearly cou- 
riered f t heme of the Vifons of this book ; I allure him, 
that none ihall more rejoice in fuch a performance 
than I, and I fhall be one of the firft to return him 
thanks for refuting me. For truth is all I feek after, 
and that it may ever, and in all refpefts prevail, is, 
And fhall be my conjlant prayer and Jiudy. 
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In addition to what Mr. Fleming has faid rela- 
tive to the number of the Bead, which is alfo faid to 
be the number of a Man, the Editor begs leave to re- 
mark, as a very lingular citcumftance, that the title 
Vicarius Filii Dei, which the Popes of Rome have 
afTumed to themfelves, and caufed to be inferibed 
over the door of the Vatican, exactly makes the num- 
ber 666, when decyphered according to the numeral 
fignification of it's conftituent letters. Thus, 

VICARIVS FILII DEL 
5 i ioo 15 1 50 1 1 500 1 

Added together thus : 
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The number of the Beaft 666 

Ex- 
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EXPLANATION 

OF THE 

MARK of the BEAST 

BY THE 

HEBREW and GREEK CHARACTERS 
COMPOSING his NAME. 



TT was cuflomary with the Hebrews, Greeks, 
and Latins (or Romans), to ufe the letters of 
their alphabet to keep their accounts by, inftead of 
figures, which were of a later invention ; which 
practice (in part) prevails among us to this day, 
according to the Latin (or Roman) cuftom; as you 
will frequently fee at the bottom of books, on 
monuments, or public buildings, as MDCCXCIII, 
for 1793, which in Hebrew characters is thus 
exprefled jxjn, 1793; and in Greek thus, u^hy> 
J793- 

Now, the Holy Spirit knowing that however 
nations might change their cuftoms or manners, 
and however they might be overturned, ftill their 
numerals would remain; therefore he chofe to 
defcribe the mark, or name of the Popilh Beaft, 
in numeral letters, that it might juftly be called 
not only a mark or name, but a numeral name, or 
the number of his name, and which being 
pointed at by a mod remarkable circumftance 
happening in the correfponding century of 666, it 
could not poflibly be miftaken, forgotten, altered, 
or loft; therefore no doubt the Hoiy Ghoft gave 

S 2 as 
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as the fign 666, which taken either way exa&ly 
compofes the mark of his name. 

So that Romanus, or Latinus, when confi- 
dered as letters, is called the mark of his name; 
but when thefe letters are taken as numerals or 
figures, of which both words entirely confift, it is 
then called the number of his name, or of a man, 
becaufe derived from the name of Romulus, a 
man who founded Rome Pagan, and peculiar to 
a man (the Pope) who is the foundation of Rome 
Papal. 

Thus the Hebrew and Greek letters compofing 

the words rv^DVl Romana, l^ijyDI, Romanus, or 

terteivog, Latinus, make in numerals exa&ly 666, 

as for example: «n * * D ) 1 Romana is 
400 10 10 40 6 200 

666, V ) 3 V a 1 Romanus is 666, the 
300 6 50 70 40 200 

A ct t e 1 v 0 $ 
Greek 30 1 300 5 10 50 70 200 Latinus is alfo 

666. 

It therefore evidently appears each name is 
both a mark and a number; a mark when viewed as 
made up of fo many letters, then called the mark 
of his name; a number when viewed as made up of 
fo many numerals, then called the number of his 
name. But when confidered merely as a name de- 
rived from Romana a Roman, or Romulus the 
founder of it, and fo a name common among men, 
it is then called the number or mark of a man, aye, of 
an uncommon man, in fcripture dialed a man of 
fin, of uncommon fin. 

Numeral 
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Numeral Letters, formerly ufed by the Nations 

of the 



LATINS, GREEKS, and HEBREWS. 



M IOOO u I ft 

D — 500 0 — 2 2 



C — 



r 

2 



IOO y — 3 y _ 3 



4 *7 - 4 



L — 50 5 

* — 10 * — 5 rr - 5 

y — 5 * — 6 i - 6 

I — 1 C — 7 T - 7 

n — 8 n - 8 

9 — 9 D - 9 

i — 10 > — 10 

h — 20 0 — 20 

A — 30 — 30 

/x — 40 D — 40 

v — 50 J — 50 

£ — 60 D 60 

0 — 70 y — 70 

* — 80 b — 80 

S — 90 ^ — go 

£ — 100 p — 100 

0" — 200 1 — 200 

T — 300 J£f — 3OO 

u — 400 .n — 400 

cp — 500 



600 FINALS. 



^ — 7°o T — 500 
« — 800 D 6oQ 
n —900 ] _ ?oo 

* - 1000 t) - 800 

/5 — 2000 y — 900 

>* — IOOO 



2 — 200© 



y — 3OOO 
• 

I — 400O 

e — 5000 
/ 10,000 

M 20,000 
(> 100,000 
ff 200,000 

Even thofe who are unacquainted with the languages, 
may, by comparing the characters and numbers, fatisfy 
themfelves of the truth of the foregoing aflertions. 
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BOOKS 



PRINTED FOR, AND SOLD BY G. TERRY, 

PRINTER AND PUBLISHER IN DIVINITY, 

No. 54, Paternofter-Row, London. 

i. T>ILGRIM's PROGRESS, from this world to that which 
XT is to come, delivered under the fimilitude of a Dream, in 
13 numbers, 8vo. with a neat Engraving from a new defign, to 
accompany each number; a linking likenefs of the Auchor en- 
graved from a fcarce original, will be given with the laft num- 
ber. - — — 6 6 

2. ERSKIN's GOSPEL SONNETS, containing, ift. The 
Believer's efpoufai to Jefus Chrift. 2d. Her Jointure. 3d. The 
Riddle. 4th. Her Lodging. 5th, Her Soliloquy. 6th. The 
Believer's Principles, An elegant edition in 6 numbers i2mo. 
accompanied with four fcriptura), allegorical engravings, from 
new defigns, and a neat portrait of the author. - 3 o 

3. FLEMING'S APOCALYPTICAL KEY, an extraordi- 
nary difcourfe on the rile and fall of Papacy, or the pouring out 
of the Vials, in the Revelation of Saint John, chap, 16. con- 
taining predictions refpecling the revolutions of France, the fate 
of it's monarch, the decline of papal power, together with the 
fate of the furrounding nations, the deftru6tion of Mahometanifm, 
the calling in of the Jews, the reftoration and confummation of 
all things, &c. &c. price 2 o 

4. FLEMING'S ROD OR THE SWORD, The prefent 
dilemma of the nations of England, Scotland, and Ireland, con- 
fidered, argued, and improved, price «« — 10 

5. FLEMING'S SECULUM DAVIDICUxVI REDIV1- 
VUM, or The Divine Right of the Revolution ; fcripturally and 
rationally evinced and applied, price - — 10 

6. FLEMING'S DISCOURSE ON EARTHQUAKES, as 
fupernatural and premonitory iigns to a nation, efpecially as to 
what occurred in the year 1692. With fome remarks refpecV 
ing that afturance of mind which is attainable in the light and 
power of religion, under the greateft furprifals of terror and 
fenfe. Aifo an enquiry into the ground of our hopes and fears 
as to the Rate of the church of Chrift in the prefent day, 1 9 

7. FLEMING'S CONFIRMING WORK OF RELIGION, 
or the great things of it made plain, 

8. HUSSEY on GOD's OPERATIONS OF GRACE, but 
no Offers of his Grace; in 10 numbers, 6d each, with an 
hieroglyphical engraved frontifpiece. To which are added, 
two brief Treatifes on inviting and exhorting finners to come 
to Chrift, wherein the doctrines of invitation and offers are 
compared with the glory of free grace. Together with a 
Treatife on the gofpel mmillry, and of the preaching with or 
without notes. 5 O 

9. HOW's (vulgarly called Cobler How's) Sufficiency of the 
Spirit's Teaching without human learning; a Treatife tending to 
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prove human learning to be no help to the fpiritual underftand- 
ingof the Word of God, price — 1 o 

10. USHER's LIFE AND PREDICTIONS, the late James, 
Archbifhop of Armagh, and Lord Primate of Ireland, relating 
to England, Scotland, and Ireland ; intended as an accompany- 
ment to Fleming's Prophetic Works o 6 

11. OWEN Dr. JOHN'S SERMON, on the Shaking and 
Tranflating of Heaven and Earth; an extraordinary difcourfe 
preached before the Right Honourable the Houfe of Commons 
in Parliament aflembled April the 19, 1649. " And this word 
" yet once more fignifieth the removing thofe things that are 
" fhaken as of things that are made, &c. Heb. xii. 27. 1 o 

12. DENNY's GRACE, MERCY, and PEACE, parti. 
In God's reconciliation to Man. 1. In the revelation of his 
Love. 2. Chrift's Righteoufnefs. 3. The imputation of it. 
4. The End, God's Glory and Man's Salvation. Part II. 
Man's Reconciliation to God. iff.. By the Holy Ghoft, as the 
efficient caufe, working faith as the inftrumental. 2. Material, 
Chrift's Righteoufnefs. 3. Formal, the apprehenfion of Chrift's 
Righteoufnefs by Faith. 4. God's Glory and Man's Confola- 
tion. 

13. WONDER OF WONDERS— The Myfteries of the 
Rock, or the Rock, Dove, and Jav, a Poem. — r— o 3 

14. OBSERVATIONS ON CERTAIN PROPHECIES of 
DANIEL and St. JOHN, relative to the deftru&ion of Anti- 
elm ft, and the appearing of the kingdom of Chrift. -06 

15. HEBREW GRAMMAR with principal Rules, compiled 
from fome of the moft conliderable Heb. Grammars, and parti- 
cularly adapted to Bithners Lyra Prophetica. Alfo complete 
paradems of the verbs, and an engraving of the Hebrew Alphabet, 
on afcale of equal parts, with the Radicals and Serviles at one 
view, by means of which perfons may in a fhort time attain the 
art of writing Hebrew completely. 3 6 

16. WHITFIELD'S WARNING LETTER TO JOHN 
WESLEY, originally fold at the Tabernacle by Mr. WHIT- 
FIELD in the year 1752 ; in which the oppofite do&rines of 
Mr. Wefley arc clearly ftated, and the doftrines of the Gofpel 
are infifted on. • 2 9 

17. HART's HYMNS, compofed on various Subjects, 2 o 

18. FRANCIS SPIRA's LIFE, dreadful fuffmngs, and awful 
Deaths after he turned apoftate from the Proteftant Faith to 
Popery; together with an account of Mr. John Child, Gen. 
Edwards, and others, fine 2s. common, 1 6 

19. SALTMARSH's FREE FLOWING OF CHRIST'S 
BLOOD to the worft of Sinners, being a difplay of the powerof 
Chrift on the Soul of one who had been twelve years in Bon- 
dage of a troubled confeience; wherein many divine myflcrie* 
are opened, together with a description of a natural, a legal, an4 
mixed ftate between Law and Gofpel, recommended by the Rev. 
W. Huntington, ■ — 20 
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20* A COMPLETE BOOK OF CYPHERS, for the ufe of 
Engravers, Painters, Sculptors, Jewellers, Hair-workers, Pat- 
tern-drawers, &c. containing 600 examples for the forming 
Cyphers to every name compofed of any two letters of the 
Alphabet. 5 o 

21: ABOOKofNW ALLEGORICAL HAIR-DEVICES, 
forArtiftsin general, containing near 200 elegant, hiftorical, 
ornamental, and fancied Subjefts. 10 6 

22. A PORTRAIT of the R.ev. W. Huntington, fuppoied to 
be taken while writing the Arminian Skeleton. 1 o 

23. A PORTRAIT of the Rev. W. Huntington, fuppofed to 
be taken while writing the Dimenfions of Eternal Love. 1 o 

Rev. W. HUNTINGTON'S Works. 

24. ARMINIAN SKELETON; or, Arminianifm Difleaed 
and Anatomized ; with the head of the Author. Second Edi- 
tion. . — 36 

25. BANK of FAITH, or God the Guardian of the Poor, 
The Author's Experience of Divine Providence (to which 
fhortly will be added, a Second Part) Fourth Edition. 2 e 

26. BARBER ; or Timothy Priestley Shaved, as reflected 
from his own Looking-glais. — 10 

27. BARBER, Second Part. 1 6 

28. BROKEN CISTERN. 1 6 

29. BOND CHILD BROUGHT TO THE TEST, and 
his Ufe of the Law confidered. O 6 

30. BARRY's ELECTION BEFORE TIME. 1 2 

31. BARRY's MYSTERY OF THE APPLE TREE. 1 2 

32. BARRY's CONVERSION, revifed and recommended 
by Mr.-Huntington ; or, The Coal-heaver's Coufin refcued from 
the Bats. . — 16 

33. Supplement to ditto. — — o 2 

34. CRY OF LITTLE FAITH heard and anfwered, and 
his innocent Caufe undertaken and pleaded. — 06 

35. COAL-HEAVER's CONFESSION. — 04 

36. DIMENSIONS OF ETERNAL LOVE, a Sermon on 
Ephef. iii. 18, 19. Second Edition. o 9 

37. EPISTLES OF FAITH. Firft Part. — 26 

38. EPISTLES OF FAITH, or Spiritual Letters. In eight 
Numbers. Second Part. 4 0 

39. EPISTLES ON A POPISH CONTROVERSY. In 
five Numbers, 6d. each. — 2 6 

40. MORAL LAW NOT INJURED BY THE EVER- 
LASTING GOSPEL. . x 6 

41. EXCOMMUNICATION. 1 o 

42. FUNERAL OF -XRMINIANISM. 1 o 

43. FREE THOUGHTS IN CAPTIVITY, and the 
Thinker in the Trap. Being an Anfwertoan Arminian Pam- 
phlet, entitled, Free Thoughts. . 1 5 
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PRINTED FOR, AND SOLD BT G. TERRT, 
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be added} when the new duties take place. 

Rev. W. HUNTINGTON'S WORKS. 

l ANSWER to Fools, or a Word to the Wife, 6 l o 

2 Arminian Skeleton, or the Arminian 
Di Hefted and Anatomized, o 3 6 

3 Bank of Faith, or God the Guardian of the Poor, 

being a Difplay of the Providences of God, 

which have at fundry times attended the Author, 020 

4 Broken Ciftern, and Springing-well, or the Dif- 

ference between Head Notions and Heart Re- 
ligion, O 1 6 

5 Barber, Or Timothy Shaved by the Reflection of 

his own Looking-Glafs, fecond part, o 1 6 

6 Bond-Child brought to the Teft, or Ufc of the Let- 

ter conlidered o o 6 

J Coal-Heavir s Coufin refcued from the Batts, or 
Barry's Converfion, being a reviving Cordial 
for a Sin- Defpairing Soul, o 1 6 

8 Ditto, Supplement, o o 2 

9 G r y °J Little Faith heard and anfwered, and his 

innocent Caufe undertaken and pleaded, o O 6 

10 Coal-Heaver s Confejfion, intended as a Supplement 

to the Rule and Kiddie, o o 4 

H Daug/rfer's Defence of her Father, o o 9 

12 Dimenfions of Eternal Love in Breadth, Length, 

Depth, and Heighth, a Sermon, o 1 o 

13 Epijiles of Faith, or Spiritual Letters, 13 Num- 

bers, 6d o 6 6 

14 Excommunication, and the Duty of all Men to be- 

lieve, o 1 o 

15 Eleclion before Time, weighed in 'the Ballance, 

J.B o 1 6 

16 Funeral of Armimanifm, o 1 o 

17 Free Thoughts in Captivity, and the Thinker in 

the Tiap, w o 1 6 

*8 Forty Stripes, fave none, for Satan, or the Devil 

beaten with Rods, „ * o 1 6 

a 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



Publications by G. Terry^ 



19 Hicroglyphical Reprefentation of the Church of 



God in her five-fold ftate, including a view of 
the Heavenly Jerufalem defenbed by John in 
the Revelations, together with an exhibition of 
the various branches of Natural Religion carried 
on in the World, O 10 6 

20 Hifiory of Little Faith, with a full Defcription 

of his Pedigree, Birth, Parentage and Education ; 
Life, Character, and Behaviour; Stature, Fea- 
tures, and Prope rties : together with fome of his 
Dying Speeches and Confeftions, 8 Numbers, 040 

21 Innocent Game for Babes in Grace, or Diveriion 

for Infants at the Hole of the Afp, a Sermon, 0 0 9 

22 Kingdom of Heaven tai.en by Prayer, containing 

an Account of the Life and Converfion of the 

Author, with Portrait, o 4 o 

23 Law Efiabhjhed by Faith in Chnft, a Sermon, 01a 

24 Lafi Will and Teftament of William Huntington, 

S. S. or the Affairs and Effedls of the Author 

Settled, o o 6 

2.5 Lawyer's Complaint and Preacher's Cauitic, 004 

26 Letter to Caleb Evans, o 1 6 

27 Minijleriai Qualifications* in Letters, o 1 o 

2& Modern Plaijierer detected, and his untempered 

Mortar discovered, O 1 o 

29 Mufic and Odours of Saints, a Sermon, o 1 o 

30 Moral Law not injured by the Everlafting Gof- 

pel, a Sermon, w o 1 6 

31 Myjtery of the Apple 'Tr e, or the only Refuge 

for a troubled Soul, J. B O 1 6 

32 Naked Bow of God, being a vifible Difplay of 

Divine Judgments on the Enemies of the Truth, 007 
#3 Popijli Controverjy, 5 Numbers, -. . . 026 

34 RuU and Riddle* or an everlaH'ing Talk for Blind 

Watchmen and Old Wives that deal in Fables, 016 

35 Ibtt#>, fecond Part, o 1 6 

'36 Satan s Lem-fuit with a Sinner, -. O 3 o 

37 Spoils taken from the Tower of London, without 

violence, liege, or biood-fhed, o o 6 

38 Spiritual Birih\ a Divine Poem, © O 6' 

39 S-piritital Sen V oyage, O 1 o 

v^o Servant of the Lord defcribed and vindicated, o 1 o 

4 1 Shuimmitty a Poem, o O' 6 

42 Tidings Irom Wallingford, o o 2 

Way and the Fare of a Way-faring Man, fhew- 

ing the Old Man and the New, in the different 

path to Heaven, b o 6 
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44 Zion's Alarm, not without caufe, o o 4 

45 Zion's Ornaments and Offerings, o 1 o 

By VARIOUS AUTHORS. 

46 Pilgrim's Progrefs, from this world to that which 

is to come, delivered under the fimilitude of a 
Dream, an elegant edition with notes and 
Engravings, from new defigns, by J. Bunyan, 066 

47 Go/pel Sonnets, an elegant. edition on extra fine 

paper, accompanied with allegorical engravings, 
from new defigns, and a neat portrait of the 
author, R. Erfkine, O 3 o 

48 Fleming's Apocalyptical Key, No. 1. an extraordi- 

nary Difcourfe on the Rile and Fall of Papacy, or 
the pouring out of the Vials, in the Revelation 
of Saint John, chap. 16. containing predictions 
refpe&ing the revolutions of France, the fate 
of it's monarch and monarchy, the decline of 
papal power, the ftate of the furrounding nations, 
the deftruttion of Mahometanifm, 'the calling in 
of the ]ews, the refhoration and confummation 
of all things, &c. &c. price o 2 O 

49 Fleming, No. 2. The Rod or the Sword ; the prefent 

dilemma of the nations of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, confidered, argued, and improved, 
price , ♦ - o 1 o 

50 Fleming, No. 3. Seculum Davidicum Redivivum, 

or The Divine Right of the Revolution ; fcriptu- 

rally and rationally evinced and applied, price o t o 

51 Fleming, No. 4. Difcourfe on Earthquakes, as 

fupernatural and premonitory figns to a nation „ 
efpecially as to what occurred in the year 1692. 
With fome remarks refpe&ing that affu ranee of 
mind which is attainable in the light and 
power of religion, under the greatefk furpri- 
fals of terror and fenfe. Alfo an enquiiy into 
the ground of our hopes and fears as to the irate 
of the church of Chrift in the prefent day, . . . . o x o 

52 God's Operations of Grare, but no Offers of his 

Grace, accompanied with an hieroglyphical 
engraved frontifpiece, and oh fei vat ions on the 
gofpel miniftrv, and of preaching with or with- 
x out notes, by Huffey, . . . ^ . . O jg O 

53 Cobler How's Sermon on the Sufficiency of the 

Spirit's teaching without hu n<in learning ; a 
Treatife tending to prove human learning rio 
help in the fpirilual underitandmg of God's 

Word, o 1 c 

a * 
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54 Prophetic, Vifion, or Daniel's Great Image of 
the Myftical Body of Babylon, (hewing the 
approaching Deilruftion of Antichrift, the 
Beaft, the Whore, and the Falfe Prophet ; ac- 
cording to Rev. xix 20. demon Mr a'ed from the 
Prophecies of Daniel, and confirmed by the Signs 
of the i imes. Accompanied with a large Hiero- 
glyphical Print of the Figure Explained and Il- 
luminated, O 2 6 

£5 Prophetical Extracls, No. 1. particularly fuch as re- 
late to the Revolution in France, and the decline of 
Papal Power in the world, {~ie£led from Jerieu, 
Gili, Ufher, Fleming, Goodwin, Love, Brown, 
Knox, Willifon, More, Owen, &c o 1 c* 

56 Prophetical Extracls, No. 2. containing part of a 

mod extraordinary prophecy, delivered near a 
hundred years ago at Franckfort, in Germany, con- 
cerning the Judgments of God on the whole Roman 
Empire, and the dreadful calamities that are to hap- 
pen in different Nations, efpecially thofe of France 
and Poland ; tranflated from the high Dutch, and 
now reprinted as a teftimony againft Atheifm and 
Infidelity, o 1 o 

57 Archbijhop UJkers Life and remarkable Predic- 

tions relative to England, Scotland, and Ireland ; 
intended as an accompaniment to Owen's, Fle- 
ming's, and other Prophetic Works, 006 

58 Br. John Owen's extraordinary Difcourle preached 

before the Right Honourable the Houfe of Com- 
mons in Parliament aiTerr.bled April (he 19, 1649. 
OTPANQN OTPANlA,orthcShakingandTranf- 
lating of Heaven and Earth o x 0 

59 Grace, Mercy, and Peace, in God's reconciliation to 

Man, and Man's reconciliation to God. H. Denny, o 1 o 

60 Wonder of Wonders, — The Mylteiiesof the Rock, 

or the Rock, Dove, and Jav, a Poem, o o 3 

61 Ohfervations on certain Prophecies of Daniel and 

St. John, relative to the Killing the Witnefles, 
the DeP.ruQ.ion of Antichrift, and the Appearance 
of Chrift'i Kingdom, O o 6 

(>2 Hebrew Grammar compiled from lome of the mod 
con fid er able Grammais, and particularly adapted 
to 1 BUhner s Lyra Prophetica. Accompanied with 
complete paradenis of the verbs, and an engraving 
of ' the Hebrew Alphahet, on a Jcale of equal parts, / 
ihe\ving the Radicals and Serviles at a view, by 
which means pci Ions may in a fhort time attain the 
art x>f writing Hebrew completely, o 2 6 

£3 Whitfield's Warning Letter to John Wefiey, on free 
Giace, originally fold at the Tabernacle by Mr, 
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Whitfield in the year 175 2; in which theoppofitc 
do&rine of Mr. Wcfley is clearly dated, and the 
doctrines of the Gofpel infilled on, o O C 

64 Hart's Hymns compofed on various experimen- 

tal and Evangelical Subjects, O 2 q 

65 Lift of Francis Spira. with his dreadful Sufferings, 

and azoful Death, after he turned apoftate from 
the Proteftant Faith to Popery; together with 
an account of Mr. John Child, Gen. Edwards, 
and other apoftates, r . . „ o 1 6 

66 Free Flowing of Chrifl's Blood to the worit of 
Sinners, being a dilplay of the power of Chrifi 
on the Soul of one who had been long in the 
Bondage of a troubled confcience; in which 
many divine myfleries are opened ; revifed and 

re commended by the Rev. W. Huntington, S. S. 020 

67 CompUte Book of Cyphers for the ufe of En- 

gravers, Painters, Sculptors, Jewellers, Hair- 
workers, Pattern-drawers, &c. containing 600 
examples for the forming Cyphers to every 
name in the Alphabet, O 4 o 

68 New Allegorical Flair-devices for Artifts in genera), 

containing near 200 elegant hiftorical, orna- 
mental, and fancied fubjefts, O 10 6 

69 Portrait of the Rev. W. Huntington, iuppofed to 

be taken while writing the Arminian Skele- 
ton, o x o 

70 Portrait of the Rev. W. Huntington, fuppofed 

to be taken while writing the Dimenfions of 

Eternal Love, O 1 o 

71 Prophetical Extracts, No. 3. containing the Cry from 

Delart, &c O I o 

72 Approaching Judgments of God upon the Roman 

Empire, and whole falfe and impenitent Chris- 
tendom, with the Fall of Babylon, and the 
Redemption of Zion, by John Maximilian 
Dauf ; o 2 o 

73 Prophetical Extracts. No, 4. a continuation of the 

Cry from the Defart, or Teftimonials of the 
Miraculous Things lately come to pafs in the Ce- 
vennes or loutSern parts of Franco, verified upon 
oath, O 1 o 

74 Prophetical Extracts, No. 5. Remarkable predictions 

of very ancient date relative to the pretent times, 010 

7c Kingdom of God in Zion's community, o 1 q 

ON SALE 
f^T Curious and fmall Editions of Bibles, Prayers, Tefta,- 
pentt, Pfaim and Hymn Books, &e« 
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No. III. Price is. 

CONTAINING 
(Befides the Conclufion of Daut's Prophets,) 
A VERY SCARCE 

PROPHETIC PIECE, 

UNTITLED, 
A 

CRY from the DESART, 

O R, 

TESTIMONIALS 

OF THE 

MIRACULOUS THINGS 

LATELY COMB TO PASS 

IN THE 

CEVENNES, 

O R 

SOUTHERN PARTS OF FRANCE. 

VERIFIED UPON OATH y AND BY OTHER PROOFS. 



Printed from the Original, publifhed by £. Bragg, in the 
Year 1707. 



Ads iv. 20. We cannot but fpeak the Things which we have feen 
and heard. 

LONDON: 
Printed for G. TERRY, No. 54, Paternoster-Row. 

A*> . Jh&t may be fpurious or mutilated Editions Publifhed un- 
der the above Title, the Public are requejied to be particular in 
s giving Orders for Terry s verbatim Edition. 
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No. I. Price is. 

RELATIVE TO THE 

REVOLUTION in FRANCE, 

AND 

THE DECLINE 

OF THE 

PAPAL POWER IN THE WORLD: 

SELECTED FROM 

FLEMING, USHER, JERIEU. GOODWIN, GILL, LOVE, 
BROWN, KNOX, WILLISON, MORE, 
And Dr. JOHN OWEN, 

I N 

An Extraordinary Sermon Preached before the Houfe 
of Commons, April 19, 1649. 



Prophetical Extrads. 
No. II. Price is. 

CONTAINING 

A MOST EXTRAORDINARY 
PROPHECY, 

DELIVERED NEAR ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO BEFORE THE 

SENATE, at FRANCKFORT in GERMANY, 
Concerning the Judgmentsof God on the whole Roman Empire, 
the Revolutions in France, and the dreadful Calamities that are. 
to happen in the different Nations of the World ; efpecially 
ihofeof GERMANY, FRANCE, POLAND, HOLLAND, &c. 
By J. DAUT. 
Tr (inflated from the High Dutch in the Year 1711. 

LONDON: 
Printed for G.TERRY, No. 54. Paternoster-Row. 

As there may be fpurious or mutilated Editions Publifhed under 
the above Tide] the Public are reaucflcd to be particular in giving 
Orders for Terry's verbatim Edition* 
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O R 

Daniel's Great Image 

OF THE 

MYSTICAL BODY of BABYLON, 

SHEWING THE APPROACHING 

DESTRUCTION OF ANTICHRIST, 

THE 

BEAST, the WHORE, 

AND THE 

FALSE PROPHET; 

According to Rev. xix. 20. 
DEMONSTRATED FROM THE 

PROPHECIES OF DANIEL, 

AND 

CONFIRMED BY THE 

SIGNS OF THE TIMES, 

ACCOMPANIED 

With a large Hieroglyphical Print of the Figure 
Explained and Illuminated. 

And GREAT BABYLON came in Remembrance before 
God, to give unto her the Cup of the Wine of the Fierccnefs 
of his Wrath. Rev. xvi. 19. 

LONDON: 
Printed for G. TERRY, No. 54, Paternoster-Row, 
Price 2S« 6d. 
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